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SESSION 65 | JOHN 17:24-18:11 
 
 
 

JOHN 17:1-26 | THE UPPER ROOM: THE LORD’S PRAYER 

• Verse 1-10 – see Session 63 
• Verses 11-23 – see Session 64 
• Verse 24 –  

o The Lord prays that Israel (whom thou has given me) would be with me where I am in order 
behold His glory. The interpretive question is this: where is He talking about?  

§ If the standard evangelical answer is given, the Lord is praying that Christians join Jesus in 
Heaven (for this is where He is going).  

• However, Jesus has just finished praying that the Father would not take them out 
of the world (v. 15). Immediately after this He sent them into the world (v. 18). All 
this is done so that the world may believe (v. 21).  

• So how in the world could Jesus now be praying that believers be taken to heaven? 
§ But if Jesus is not talking about heaven, then where?  

• The answer lies partially in the words that they may behold my glory which thou 
hast given me. This glory can be none-other than the glory of Christ on His throne.  

• Compare Revelation 1:1, especially the words which God gave him.  
• Jesus is praying that the nation of Israel would be with Him in His kingdom. 
• One should consider whether this affets the view of John 14:3, reading the where I 

am as the Millennial Temple, which was the interpretation of this study. 
• Verses 25-26 –  

o Jesus concludes His Upper Room discourse and prayer with the recognition that He has been 
rejected by the world but some (these) have not rejected Him. Jesus prays that the Father’s love 
would be in them.  

o With this the Lord effectively concludes His pre-crucifixion teaching ministry. All other comments 
(until after the crucifixion) will be short and mostly in answer to the questions of His accusers. 

o We have now spent 10 sessions on this important section of Scripture. 

JOHN 18:1-11 | THE GARDEN ARREST 

• Verse 1 –  
o This is the sole mention of the brook Cedron (Kidron) in the New Testament. The word brook is 

χείμαρρος [cheimarros], which is nothing more than a natural channel in which water flows during 
fowl weather only. The Hebrew Kidron means dark or turbid.  

o Indeed, all that is recorded as happening there was dark and turbid.  
§ David passed over the brook when Absalom was establishing himself as King (2 Sam. 

15:23). 
§ The Pillar to Absalom is on the brook (2 Sam. 18:18).  
§ King Solomon had Shimei executed for crossing the Kidron (1 Kings 2:33).  
§ The idols of Queen Maachah (mother of Asa) were burned at the Kidron (1 Kings 15:13).  
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§ During the days of Josiah’s reforms, the idols were burned at the brook Kidron, and the 
ashes scattered on the graves (2 Kings 23:4-6).  

§ The brook is the border of the millennial Temple (Jer. 31:40).  
o The garden mentioned is the Garden of Gethsemane.  

• Verse 2 –  
o Judas had previously left (John 13:30). However, he knew the place where Jesus would be found, 

for Jesus oftimes resorted thither (compare Lk 21:37, 22:39).  
• Verses 3-5 –  

o Judas (being a coward), had gathered a band of men and met Jesus in the garden with their 
weapons (v. 3).  

o Rather than run and hide, Jesus went forth to greet them (v. 4) and boldly and clearly informed 
them that He was Jesus of Nazareth, for whom they were looking (v. 5).  

o Note: The Greek word σπεῖρα [speira] is considered to be one-tenth of a legion, thus 600 men. 
Bullinger notes that “the term was probably used with some latitude.”  

• Verse 6 –  
o This is perhaps the most underreported aspect of the arrest, trial, and crucifixion of Jesus.  
o When the words I am he were uttered, they went backward, and fell to the ground. We should 

take the plain sense meaning of this statement. By supernatural power (what else would it have 
been), the men fell to the ground. There is no basis upon which to take this as “figuratively 
speaking.”  

o There are two reasons for this (in my estimation).  
§ First, it displays the supernatural power at Jesus’ disposal and removes any doubt that 

Jesus was overpowered.  
§ Second, it fulfills prophecy - see Psalm 27:2, 40:14, 70:2-3.  

• Verses 7-8 –  
o It almost seems to be a little “in your face” that Jesus asks again, Whom seek ye? and again 

responds I am he. Almost as if to say, “why didn’t you arrest me the first time I told you?” 
o Jesus uses the occasion to emphasize that He alone is the one that should be arrested, saying let 

these go their way (speaking of the disciples with Him).  
• Verse 9 –  

o I have interpreted the phrase them which thou gavest me to be Israel’s remnant (see note on John 
17:11).  

o While this verse says that the disciples in the garden are certainly among that number, it does not 
require that these are the total count of that number. 

• Verses 10-11 –  
o Peter takes one of the two swords in the group (compare Lk. 22:38) and cut off a servant’s ear.  

§ This is no ordinary servant, but the high priest’s servant, whose name, Malchus, must have 
been known at least by some in the group.  

§ Likely it was Malchus who was making the arrest, and Peter seeks to stop it.  
§ We are told in other Gospels that Jesus healed the servant (Mat. 26:51, Mark 14:47, Lk 

22:51).  
o Peter is reprimanded, being reminded that Jesus must drink the cup which came from the Father. 


