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2 THESSALONIANS: PAUL’S REVELATION ABOUT THINGS TO COME 
SESSION 6 | 2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-13 

2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-15 | ADMONITIONS FROM PAUL 

• Verse 6 –  
o Paul now speaks to the Thessalonians in that which is purely Pauline, emphasizing that we 

command you concerning the tradition...received of us.  
§ This is not based on Old Testament revelation, but on Apostolic authority.  
§ Only Paul can command the body of Christ in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

o The command is to withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly.  
§ The word withdraw is translated as avoiding in 2 Corinthians 8:20.  
§ The word disorderly is translated from ἀτάκτως [ataktos], from the negator a and the 

word tasso, “to set in order.”  
• According to Strong’s Enhanced Lexicon, the word is “Used in Greek society of 

those who did not show up for work.” However, outside the New Testament the 
word seems to be used in a broader sense of general disorder (see The 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament for a fuller discussion of the word).  

• The word as an adverb is only used here and in verse 11 in the New Testament. 
In verse 7 Paul uses the verb form concerning his own behavior.  

• The word is used in the form of an adjective in 1 Thessalonians 5:14, where Paul 
exhorts the Thessalonians to warn them that are unruly.  

§ Such disorderly behavior would not be after the tradition received from Paul. See notes 
on 2 Thessalonians 2:15 for a discussion of tradition, which holds a much stronger 
emphasis than mere customs when it is based on revelation. 

o In 1 Corinthians 5:4-5 Paul had gone much farther with a “disorderly” brother, telling the 
Corinthians to deliver such an one to Satan. In that case, there was sinful activity that is not so 
much as named among the Gentiles (1 Cor. 5:1). Paul goes on to tell them that if a man is called 
a brother and he be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolator, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an 
extortioner, with such an one no not to eat (1 Cor. 5:11).  

o Clearly Paul intended the body of Christ to live holy lives and to have some internal discipline of 
various degrees. This discipline was designed to warn a wayward brother step-by-step. 

• Verse 7 –  
o These things were not new to the Thessalonians, either by direct teaching or by the example set 

by Paul. Paul and his companions behaved not ourselves disorderly.  
• Verse 8 –  

o The Greek word translated neither is not a word that contrasts with disorderly but 
compliments. It would literally be translated “no, but,” as in “we did not walk disorderly, no, but 
we did not eat any man’s bread.” The phrase of verse 8 compliments that of verse 7.  

o Paul took great pains (labor and travail) to make sure he was not a burden to others. When he 
left, the Thessalonians were not relieved of the financial burden Paul could have been upon 
them. 
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• Verse 9 –  
o It would not have been sinful for Paul to have found financial support from the Thessalonians. 

Paul rather preferred to be an ensample (example) to his followers. 
o Believers today should follow Paul’s example of “paying your way.”  

• Verse 10 –  
o Here Paul gives one of his most famous commands: if any would not work, neither should he 

eat.  
§ Clearly Paul would not apply this to those unable to work (such as a widow, for whom 

he gives instructions for care in 1 Tim. 5:3-16, but even then only the widows indeed (v. 
16)).  

§ In 1 Timothy 5:8 Paul says that one who does not provide for his own is worse than an 
infidel.  

o Hard work and providing for yourself and your family is a Christian virtue, and should be 
encouraged within the church.  

• Verse 11 –  
o Paul held no respect and withheld no commentary for those who are working not at all, but are 

busybodies.  
§ The word busybodies is περιεργάζομαι [periergazomai], from the prefix peri (to circle 

around) and ergazomai (work).  
§ Those who just “circle around work” were held in contempt by Paul. 

o We should note that neither the church, the society, nor the family does any favors by enabling 
young men to survive without work. To allow them to do so is detrimental to their future, as 
well as to Judeo-Christian values. 

• Verse 12 –  
o To the busybodies (v. 11) Paul is clear, using the double command and exhort and adding by 

our Lord Jesus Christ. He could not have said it stronger.  
o The command is to work with quietness and to eat their own bread. The word quietness does 

mean silence, yet Paul clearly means efficiency, minding your own business, not meddling, not 
being sidetracked.  

• Verse 13 –  
o Working for your own bread (v. 12) can be wearisome work, so Paul gives them the 

encouragement to be not weary in well doing. This is an encouragement that we can all take to 
heart. 

 


