2 THESSALONIANS: PAUL’S REVELATION ABOUT THINGS TO COME

SESSION 2 | 2 THESSALONIANS 1:11-2:5
2 THESSALONIANS 1:11-12 | PAUL’S PRAYER IN REGARD TO PERSECUTION
•

•

Verse 11 –
o The word wherefore is related to but different than therefore. Whereas therefore explains the conclusion,
wherefore explains the motivation. Wherefore is a why word.
o Based on the persecution, Paul will pray always for the Thessalonians. This focus of his prayer is twofold.
§ First, that God would count you worthy of this calling. The calling in consideration must be the
kingdom calling of the Thessalonians, who were suffering in order to be counted worthy of the
kingdom of God (v. 5).
§ Second, that God would fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness along with every work of
faith. This could either be kingdom related or a means of saying, “may God not only do the
kingdom work within you, but also the work of the body of Christ.
Verse 12 –
o Paul’s ultimate desire was always God’s glory centered on God’s grace.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-5 | INFORMATION ABOUT THE DAY OF CHRIST
•

•

Verse 1 –
o While the previous verses related largely (if not totally) to their experience as Jewish believers (saints of
the era of the kingdom offer), Paul shifts focus with the word Now.
§ In Greek it is the conjunction δε [de], which is a transition conjunction often translated now or
but.
§ It is a conjunction that is not used to connect two similar ideas but transition to another idea.
• For example, the conjunction is used in 2 Thessalonians 3:3, 4,5, and 6 as the first word
of each English sentence, translated as but, and, and, now respectively.
• In these verses Paul gives a list of unrelated comments, and uses the δε [de] conjunction
in each, rather than the kai conjunction, which is the typical Greek word for and.
§ While kai connects, de separates. Why is this important? Because the subject matter of chapter 2
will be different than that of chapter 1.
o Paul beseeches the Thessalonians by the coming of our Lord. That is, on behalf of or concerning.
§ The word coming is παρουσία [parousia] and does not give, on its own, information about which
coming.
§ However, Paul goes on to clarify and by our gathering together unto him. He uses the
connective conjunction kai which can be translated and, even, also, etc.
o We would have the strong hint that our gathering together is a reference to the rapture.
§ The hint comes in the grammatical transition from speaking about the Second Coming (2 Thess.
1: 7-8) along with the extra description of gathering.
§ We would not have proof because the Jewish people are also gathered together at the Second
Coming.
Verse 2 –
o Their beseeching was that the Thessalonians are not shaken in mind...by any means nor troubled. He
elaborates on any means when he refers to spirit and word and letter from us. The issue that could shake
them up is a deception that the day of Christ is at hand.
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We know that this day is not at hand, and that Paul does not want them to think that it is at
hand. We also know that there was a deception taking place among doctrinal teachers, and that
those who accepted this teaching were shaken in mind and troubled.
§ Why would the Thessalonians be troubled except that they had previously been taught that the
rapture would take them from the day of Christ but now the deceiver tells them that this
teaching was wrong?
o What is this day of Christ? If it is not the day of the Lord then we really have no Scriptural basis from
which to interpret the day.
Verse 3 –
o Paul mentions two things that will happen prior to time that the day of Christ is at hand (v. 2).
§ A falling away • The typical understanding of this word became embedded in its English transliteration,
apostasy, a decline of religious convictions.
• The etymology of the word ἀποστασία [apostasia] leads to the understanding of a
removal (apo) from standing (stasis), and thus the idea of the rapture.
• It is possible to build both arguments by the assumptions one makes in interpretation.
• Since this clearly had not happened in that day, under either interpretation (compare 1
Thess. 1:3, 7), it is difficult to draw directly from the context.
• Since the rapture will either come after or cause an apostasy, it is impossible to use this
as a sign of the rapture.
§ The revelation of the man of sin • That this is singular and masculine is undeniable. If man doesn’t mean man why does
the Bible always present him as a man?
• This man will be revealed ἀποκαλύπτω [apokalupto]. This hints to some kind of
miraculous unveiling (note that it does not say that God will reveal this man).
• He is a man of sin. Sin is his very nature.
• He is the son of perdition. That is, of death or waste or destruction. The term is used in
John 17:12 to refer to Judas.
• There is much we could speculate about the Antichrist, but what we can know about
him is found in the pages of scripture.
Verse 4 –
o The man of sin (v. 3) will be in opposition to and exalt himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped. That is, you must worship him and him alone.
o It is interesting that the text does not say he “opposes God” and “exalts himself above God,” but rather all
that is called God (whether it be or not).
o This is why it is taught that there will be a one-world religion in the last days. All religions will be
outlawed.
o Eventually he will sit in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. With the wording, one
wonders how many others are convinced.
Verse 5 –
o The fact that Paul reminds them that I told you these things informs us of two important matters.
§ That the messages they had received in the interim from others were deceptive.
§ That his information was not readily available elsewhere, such as in the Hebrew scriptures. This
helps as a solid pre-trib rapture argument. The things of the Antichrist could be found in the Old
Testament, but the Old Testament would not have revealed that the day of the Lord would not
come without a falling away first (v. 3).
§

•

•

•
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