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CONTRADICTION OF SCRIPTURE IS A REALITY 
• The teacher who makes real contradictions to be “seeming” 

contradictions is not dealing with reality. 
o Even in Biblical matters (especially in Biblical matters?) that 

which is mutually exclusive cannot exist mutually together. 
• The teacher who teaches others to “out-faith” a contradiction of 

Scripture is raising students who will someday abandon the faith 
altogether. 

• Teachers of the Word should teach that the Bible is a unified whole, but 
only when it is rightly translated, interpreted, and divided. 

FOUR REASONS SCRIPTURES CONTRADICT 

A TEXTUAL CONTRADICTION 
• All translations are not the same because they translate a different text. 
• Some Bibless contradict because there is a contradiction of the 

underlying text. 
• The textus receptus is the “received text” of the church for almost 1900 

years. The King James and New King James are built on this text. 
• The Critical Text is the compiled text of academic scholars beginning 

with the German rationalists of the 1850s. All modern translations are 
built upon this text. 

• Compare 2 Samuel 15:7 in a King James and any modern text (except 
NASB, which went with the traditional text). Was it forty or four years? 

• Compare Matthew 1:7-8 in a KJV versus a modern text. Was it Asaph 
or Asa? 

• Mark 1:2 quotes Malachi 3:1. Compare Mark 1:2 in a KJV and any 
modern text. Who wrote the book of Malachi? 

• Textual differences are rarely as simplified as the footnotes in your 
Bible make them out to be. 

A TRANSLATION CONTRADICTION 
• Romans 15:20 says that Paul did not teach the Gospel where Christ 

was named. 
o The verb (was named) is in the passive, yet the interpretation is 

almost always in the active tense. 
o NASB and ESV add the word already (NASB is honest enough 

to let you know they did it, by use of italics). 
o NIV says, “where Christ was not known.”  
o Paul clearly preached in places where Christ was known, but he 

did not preach his Gospel in the land where Christ was named 
(and makes exactly this defense before King Agrippa). 

• Romans 1:26-27 says that men and women gave up the natural use of 
the opposite gender. 

o ESV changes use to relations. 
o There is nothing unnatural about same-sex relationships. There 

is something unnatural about same-sex usage. 

AN ASSUMPTION CONTRADICTION 
• 1 Samuel 1:1 speaks of Elkanah the Ephrathite.  

o Most Bible dictionaries (and some translations) assume an 
Ephrathite to be the same as an Ephraimite (a descendant of 
Ephraim). 

o Elkanah was a Levite, not an Ephraimite (1 Chron. 6:16, 22-
23). 

o David’s father Jesse (of the tribe of Judah) was called an 
Ephrathite. 

o An Ephrathite was a town leader and could be from any tribe. 
• 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 speaks of women being silent in the “churches.” 

o Paul uses an argument of “the Law,” from which he also argues 
we have been set free. 

o 1 Corinthians 11:5 and 14:5 are contradictions. 
o If Paul refers to the Jewish ecclesias rather than the Christian 

churches, all problems disappear. 

A DISPENSATIONAL CONTRADICTION 
• Matthew 5:22 -vs- Romans 8:1 or Galatians 3:13 

o Can we lose our salvation if we call someone a fool? 
o Note that NASB translators were so uncomfortable with this 

that they added "enough to go," which is absolutely not in the 
original. The problem is that the NASB translators are trying to 
interpret rather than translate, and are not interpreting 
dispensationally. Note that the translators did not add "enough 
to go" after the previous uses in the same verse, though the 
grammatical construction is EXACTLY the same! 

• James 2:24 -vs- Romans 3:28 
o The book of James was written 4-5 years before the Jerusalem 

council, in which Peter’s ecclesia officially recognized the 
mystery, as given by God to Paul.  

o If we trust Acts 15 to be an accurate account, we would fully 
expect James to teach the justification of works. 

o In Romans 2:13, as Paul unfolds the mystery of this 
dispensation, he speaks of an earlier time and agrees with James 
completely.  

o Romans 5:1-2 explain the joy of our dispensation. 
• When Scriptures speak of Kingdom, Israel, saints, or Law, the reader 

should always be alert for a dispensational issue. 


