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EPHESIANS: PRECISION THINKING FOR ACCURATE THEOLOGY 

SESSION 20 | EPHESIANS 5:6-14 

MORAL CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOR | EPHESIANS 5:1-14 

• Verses 1-5 included on Session 19 

• Verse 6 –  
o The church must be on guard for vain words (literally, words that have been drained of 

meaning, they are empty words).  
o Likely, Paul had someone in mind who was teaching a libertine theology that said that these 

things spoken in previous verses were acceptable in the church.  
o Paul wanted to remind them that through (dia) these things cometh the wrath of God.  
o While the word dia could be because of, it can more forcefully be said that God's wrath 

comes through these things. 

• Verse 7 - The church should not partner with them, both a reference to the children of 
disobedience (v. 6) and the activities mentioned in vv. 1-6. 

• Verse 8 –  
o Paul continues to speak to the congregation, giving testimony which is true of the whole 

because it is the experience of the individual.  
o Thus, those of the congregation who are now light in the Lord should not take pride over 

those who are just coming out of their darkness.  
o Each of us should provide encouragement to walk as children of light, for it is easy to slip 

back into darkness.   
o Note that the Greek word translated sometimes is an indefinite particle, so that it could 

mean "at one time in the past" but could just as easily mean "sometimes no and sometimes 
even into the future."  

o If the word doesn't continue to mean sometimes then the encouragement is moot, for our 
walking in darkness would be wholly past.  

o Since we are still sometimes darkness we need to hear and heed this instruction (which 
concludes in v. 10, with a parenthetical in v. 9). 

• Verse 9 - Paul will not elaborate on the fruit of the Spirit until the next chapter. However, here he 
says that this fruit is found in all goodness and righteousness and truth. Therefore, when we are 
involved in any of these, we are in the in the "fruit orchard." 

• Verse 10 –  
o Our walking as children of light is proving (showing to be genuine) the things which are 

acceptable unto the Lord.  
o Note that our righteous walk doesn't prove that something is acceptable unto the Lord, but 

rather takes what is acceptable unto the Lord and proves it to be the righteous and 
honorable way to live.  

▪ The NASB and ESV translations, "trying to learn" and "try to discern," respectively, 
give a "trial and error" approach to discovering that which is acceptable unto the 
Lord.  

▪ The concept of the language, it appears to me, is that proving what is acceptable (v. 
10) is the result of walking as children of light (v. 8). 
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• Verse 11 –  
o While perhaps a minor point, the instruction is to avoid the unfruitful works and not the 

workers of darkness.  
o It would be difficult to avoid fellowship with these works while fellowshipping with the 

workers, but the instruction (at least in this verse) is for unfruitful works.  
o Paul gives no list to tell us exactly what these works are, so discernment is clearly necessary.  

▪ In John 3:19-21 connects the one who hateth the light with the one who doeth evil, 
saying that the one with the evil actions hates light because the light will cause his 
deeds to be reproved.  

▪ In the end, the Bible is concerned with actions, and it is the act that is reproved, not 
the actor (who always has room to repent), as Paul encouraged in Romans 13:12. 

o To reprove is to expose. 
▪ The believer does not fellowship with works of darkness but exposes them.  
▪ He/she can expose these works in such a way that it allows the one doing the work 

to repent, preferably privately.  
▪ There is no need to expose the worker if he/she repents of the work.   
▪ Therefore, we should seek to expose: 

• Alcoholism, but not the alcoholic. 

• Adultery, but not the adulterer. 

• Greed, but not the greedy. 

• etc. 
▪ To do this is to allow room for restoration (which should be our motive, otherwise 

we are fellowshipping with unfruitful works of darkness). 

• Verse 12 - The heart of this sentence (in support of the previous claim that we avoid works not 
workers) is "the things (being done by them in secret) it is shameful to say." 

• Verse 13 –  
o Once again, it is the things that are reproved and not the people that are reproved. If there 

is a way to expose works and protect workers of darkness, we must first attempt to do so. 
o These things...are made manifest by the light. This is why we are to walk as children of 

light (v. 8).  
o This passage defines light as whatsoever doth make manifest.  
o Note that modern translations based on the Critical Text (put together by German 

rationalists) divide verses 13-14 differently, and change the fundamental meaning. Thus ESV 
reads, "But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that 
becomes visible is light..." 

• Verse 14 –  
o The quote appears to begin with the word awake and end with light. However, there is no 

known direct quote, so it could be more, or less.  
o This could be a well-known saying, a saying by someone in the congregation, something 

written in a book, or a quote from God given directly to Paul as he wrote. 
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