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Session 10: The Dispensation of Grace 

A Quick Review 
> A dispensation begins when a fundamentally new revelation is given by God which 

changes mankind's responsibility to God and man. 
> Neither a richer understanding nor a fulfillment of prophecy constitutes the beginning 

of a dispensation. 
> A failure to recognize the fundamental change is the most common error in Biblical 

interpretation, leading to painful and drastic consequences of Christian thought and 
practice. 

The Dispensation of Grace 
> Why is it called the dispensation (or Age) of Grace? 

> It is sometimes called the Dispensation of the Church, which is a better title 
because grace has been evident in every age. 

> Even though it was evident in every age, grace is more prominent in this age 
than in any previous age. 
> Grace is always evident in God’s work with man because any work of 

the infinite God with a finite man is gracious. 
> The inherent grace of God to man is more accurately called 

“condescension,” but the implications of the word are negative in 
modern society. 

> For this study, we will use the term “saving grace” to refer to the grace 
of the Church Age. 

> “Saving Grace” in the Church Age is received by faith alone. 
> In Innocence, “falling from grace” was avoided by not eating the fruit 
> In Conscience, Government, and Promise, saving grace was looked 

forward to and waited for, with varying degrees of information.  
> In Conscience, you could not reject the hope of a coming 

Redeemer, and you could not allow sin to master you. 
> In Government, you could not allow murderers to be set free 

(In addition to the requirements of Conscience). 
> In Promise, you could not curse Abraham or his descendants 

through whom the Redeemer would come (In addition to the 
requirements of Conscience and Government). 
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> In Law, saving grace was affirmed (and waited for) through the 
behavioral code of Israel. 

> The faith required in the Church Age is trusting in that God will save 
you through the work of Jesus Christ, His Son. 

> Where do we find this dispensation in the Bible? 
> From the Apostle Paul through the rapture. 

> 1 Timothy 1:15-19 explains that— 
> Paul was the first person saved in the Church Age, 
>  and that his ministry was entrusted then to Timothy,  
> and that our salvation is granted “by grace through faith”  
> and our behavior is governed by “a good conscience” 

> The “Jewish Epistles” should be considered to be written in the age of grace to 
a Jewish audience that was still in the era of the Kingdom Offer. 

> What is the fundamentally new revelation? 
> These things are not fundamentally new revelations: 

> Salvation by the Messiah - Genesis 3:15 and many others 
> Salvation of the gentiles 
> The indwelling of the Holy Spirit 

> Ephesians 3:1-6 explains the fundamentally new revelation: that gentiles 
would be fellow heirs with Abraham’s descendants even without the current 
salvation of Israel. 
> Galatians 3:25-29, we are children of God by faith and are neither 

Jew nor Greek, but are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to 
promise. 

> What is fundamentally or by revelation true for all time? (What carries over?) 
> The danger in the Age of Grace is reading “acceptance by God through faith 

alone” back into previous dispensations. 
> When read this dispensation into previous dispensations— 

> We deny the authority of God’s Word. 
> Leviticus 18:5 (and Exodus 20:11, 13, 21) compared to 

Galatians 3:12 
> We sacrifice the clarity of God’s Word. 

> Hebrews 1:1-2 explains that God has not given His full 
revelation to previous generations. 

> When we assume that previous generations knew what we 
know, we cause confusion of interpretation and application. 

> Examples of the confusion (unrelated to salvation) 
> The church is confused with Israel 
> Law and grace are intermingled 
> Jewish rites, holidays, and obligations are 

“Christianized.” 
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