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Session 6: The Dispensation of Government 

A Quick Review 
> A dispensation begins when a fundamentally new revelation is given by God which 

changes mankind's responsibility to God and man. 
> Neither a richer understanding nor a fulfillment of prophecy constitutes the beginning 

of a dispensation. 
> A failure to recognize the fundamental change is the most common error in Biblical 

interpretation, leading to painful and drastic consequences of Christian thought and 
practice. 

> How was man saved in the dispensation of innocence? 
- Salvation = "in a right standing with God that guarantees eternal life" 
- God had no revealed promise of going to heaven when he died 
- From the book of Job (written after this dispensation), he had promise of a 

resurrection from death when the Promised One arrived (Job 19:25-27). Since 
we are not sure when this revelation was given, it is possible to assume that 
post-garden man was aware of the resurrection 

- The promise of life after the Promised One conquered death was the salvation 
promise in this dispensation 

- Each person was required, in faith, to follow his conscience and align with 
what was known about God through revelation and Adam's experience, 
looking for the day when the Promised One would provide defeat of Satan. 

The Dispensation of Government 
> Why is it called the dispensation of Government? 

- Because one of the fundamental revelations of this dispensation made the 
rudimentary elements of government a necessity 

> Where do we find this dispensation in the Bible? 
- Genesis 8:15 - 11:32 
- Time period: 2349-2126 BC - 226 years (Usher) 
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> What is the fundamentally new revelation? 
- The command to "be fruitful and multiply" is re-stated. (Gen 8:17, 9:1, 7) 
- The heart-condition of man is re-stated (Gen 8:21) 
- The earth will never malfunction (Gen 8:22, 9:9-17) 
- "Fear and dread" enters the animal kingdom, fundamentally changing the 

environment in which man lives (Gen 9:2) 
- Meat was permitted as a food source (Gen 9:3) 
- Government became necessary because of the blood for blood requirement, 

which was fundamentally new to this dispensation (Gen 9:6) 
> What is fundamentally or by revelation true for all time? (What carries over?) 

- The responsibility for man to be fruitful and multiply 
- Man's heart condition - set toward evil 
- The reliability of the earth to cycle through its seasons 
- Eating meat and other dominion issues 
- The need for and responsibility for governments to punish murderers 

> What has changed since this dispensation? (What doesn't carry over?) 
- No aspect of this dispensation has been revoked, though the conclusion of the 

dispensation resulted in ethnicities and national boundaries 
> Conflicts, revealed in this dispensation, with today's society 

- The Bible's instruction for capital punishment 
- The Bible's limited role of Government  

- It has no economic role 
- It has no social engineering role 
- It has no morality role 
- It has no humanitarian role 
- It's only role is punishment of evildoers, mainly murder 

> Conflicts if you remove this dispensation 
- We are all vegetarian 
- We have no recourse for murder 

> How was man saved in the dispensation of innocence? 
- Like the previous dispensation, those who died were not given any immediate 

promise of Heaven or individual promise of eternal life. 
- Each person was required, in faith, to follow his conscience and align with 

what was known about God through revelation, looking for the day when the 
Promised One would provide defeat of Satan.
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