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The legal landscape is 
ever-changing, whether 
through new case law or 

the introduction of statutes or 
amendments to existing ones. 
To serve their clients effectively, 
Notaries Public must stay 
abreast of the changes. 

Each year, BC Notaries must 
obtain a minimum amount of 
Continuing Education Credits to 
stay current in the profession. 
The commitment to lifelong 
learning and professional 
development is one of the 
components that drew me to apply 
to become a Notary Public.

I have always been fascinated 
by the law; my interest led me to 
complete a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Justice Studies at Royal Roads 
University. Starting to work with 
Victoria Notary Beverly Carter 
in 2015 was a natural first step 
in the progression of my career. 
Our dynamic work environment 
ensures there is always something 
new to learn; I am excited to go 
to the office every day. 

I am particularly drawn to the 
legal area of Personal Planning and 

for admittance into The Society 
(on completion of all educational 
requirements); my application 
included my résumé and personal 
financial overview. Notarial 
candidates must demonstrate 
integrity and the highest ethical 
standards. A Bachelor’s degree is 
a requirement for taking the Master 
of Arts in Applied Legal Studies 
Program (MA-ALS); business 
and office experience are assets. 
A course in Basic Accounting 
principles is a newer requirement.

After my initial interview with 
the Notary Society’s Executive 
Director, there was an extensive 
background check, criminal record 
check, and financial review. The 
Notary Society carefully screens 
candidates to ensure they will 
represent the profession well and 
provide quality service to clients. 
Once my application to The Society 
was approved, I applied  to Simon 
Fraser University for admission to 
their (MA-ALS) degree program.
The application process took 
approximately 9 months to complete.

The Master’s Program 
was introduced 13 years ago. 
Its successful completion is a 
foundational requirement to become 
a Notary Public in British Columbia. 

the education role we offer clients 
when explaining their documents. 

I grew up in a multigenerational 
home and have a very close 
relationship with my grandmother. 
I think of her often when I am 
interacting with clients in our 
office for assistance with their 
Wills, Powers of Attorney, Advance 
Health Care Directives, and 
Representation Agreements. 
The desire to help clients and 
their families understand those 
documents was another inspiration 
for me to become a Notary. As my 
grandmother’s health has changed 
over the years, I have seen how 
powerful those documents can be 
for a person’s life. 
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The Notary Society carefully 
screens candidates to ensure 

they will represent the 
profession well and provide 

quality service to clients.

My journey to become a 
BC Notary began in July 2019 
when I submitted my documents 
to The Society of Notaries Public 
of BC to determine my eligibility 
for the Notary Education Program, 
practical training, and eligibility 
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I began the Program in September 
2020 and, as I start my second 
semester, I can say I have had a very 
positive experience to date. 

The MA-ALS is designed to 
provide a deep understanding 
of the legal framework in the 
noncontentious areas of law 
in which BC Notaries practise. 
The Program is well worth the effort, 
especially as I connect the higher-
level learning with the practical 
day-to-day applications.

The first semester focused on 
an overview of the Canadian legal 
system and provided foundational 
training in legal research and 
writing. I particularly enjoyed the 
introduction to Real Property. 
In my current work as a Notary 
Assistant, I work with land title 
documents daily. That course gave 
me an insight into the unique nature 
of our Torrens system. I have new 
perspectives about why our land 
system operates the way it does and 
why our system is world-renowned.

During the second semester, 
we are turning our focus to explore 
important legal concepts such as 
the role of agency and fiduciary 
roles. The concepts tie in well 
with the other two courses where 
we will learn about contracts and 
Personal Planning documents. 
I am particularly excited to delve 
deeply into those areas. 

The year 2020 brought some 
unique challenges to our specific 
MA-ALS cohort. Typically, the 
Program starts with a 10-day 
residency in Vancouver, but due 
to COVID we did not have that 
opportunity. That intense start 
provides an invaluable opportunity 
for the cohort members to bond 
and foster lifelong professional 
relationships. 

Due to the pandemic, our cohort 
still has not had the opportunity 
to meet in person. We have been 
inventive in our efforts to get to 

know one another and found ways to 
provide moral support as we tackle 
our intense studies. At the same 
time, the pandemic is helping us 
to develop another crucial skill for 
Notaries—adaptability. 

In addition to the Master’s 
Program, practical training is 
provided through the Notary 
Society. It prepares us to setup 
or work in a Notary practice. 
The required mentorship 
component will provide valuable 
insight into a Notary practice’s day-
to-day operations. Although I have 
worked in a Notary office for the 
past 5 years, I am looking forward 
to the opportunity to experience the 
culture of other offices and expand 
my professional connections within 
the Notary community.

At the end of the practical 
education training, the statutory 
examinations are the final 
confirmation that the student 
is ready to begin practising as 
a Notary. The six statutory exams 
are typically conducted over 
2 days. I understand the exams 
are rigorous—comparable to the 
bar exams that lawyers write. 
Ultimately, the exams are intended 
to confirm the Notary’s ability in 
day-to-day practice, notarizations, 
real estate, and Personal Planning. 

While we “Notaries in training” 
first pass the intense screening 
process, then work through our 
Master’s degree and unique 
professional training to receive 
our commission, that is only the 
beginning. I look forward to my 
lifelong commitment to continuing 
education. Not only is it a 
professional requirement, I have 
a personal passion for learning.

I have the unique perspective 
and privilege to say I am a 
“Notary in Training.”  s

Vicky Helmink is a BC Notary student 
and Office Manager at Beverly Carter 
Notary Public, Victoria.
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