From Father Tim
When I was in college, I took a course entitled, “The Theological
Implications of the Holocaust.” In some ways, the mere fact that Jews were still
open to thinking theologically rather than giving up on theology all together seemed
like a miracle to me.
We read a variety of Jewish authors, but the one I remember best was Eli
Wiesel. Perhaps you too have heard of him—he was the author of numerous
books, Night being the one most widely read. Wiesel once wrote, “In any society,
fanatics who hate don’t only hate me—they hate you too. They hate everybody.”
Recently, in our society, hate for just about everybody has been running
rampant.
In October alone, the examples of hate were numerous and breath-taking.
Once again, hate visited the Jewish community, this time in the form of a gunman
who killed worshippers at a synagogue in Pittsburgh. Almost overshadowed by the
enormity of this act, a gunman in Louisville, KY, after being prevented from
entering a black church in that town, walked into a local supermarket and killed two
black shoppers.
These two stories capture hate in its most immediate and visible form. But
sadly they do not represent the only hate active in this country. Let us make no
mistake, words, too, can be hate-filled and violent, and we have heard plenty
hate-filled words in recent times.
I dare say, the possibility of new legislation defining gender by the singular
element of one’s genitalia at birth, feels both hateful and violent to transgender
individuals and all who might care for them. Likewise, the characterization of a
series of trucks moving through Central America and heading towards the United
States’ border as an “invasion” foments fear and loathing as well.
And then, there is the abundance of political rhetoric coming from
candidates and elected officials on both “sides of the aisle”, and our President, too,
which is laced with condemnation, demonization, and hate. While I cannot say that

this kind of speech caused the recent series of pipe bombs sent to numerous public
figures, is there any denying that this rancorous tenor is part of our current malignant
landscape?
“In any society, fanatics who hate don’t only hate me—they hate you too. They hate
everybody.” When, where, how will this hate end?
While there are numerous ways to answer this question, I think one answer
begins with taking seriously the banners hanging in our church. “Many Hungers,”
“Many Voices,” “Many Blessings,” “Many Venues,” “Many Journeys,” “Many Tables,”
“Many Faces,” they read, and then each of them concludes with the same reminder,
“Same Jesus.”
Do we believe these banners to speak our truth?
Do we believe that the Jews shot and killed in Pittsburgh, praying blessings
different than we might pray, are beloved by the same Jesus? Do we believe that the
two African Americans shot and killed in Louisville, faces perhaps a different color
from yours or mine, are beloved by the same Jesus? Do we believe that transgender
individuals, hungering for the recognition, respect, and safety, that so many of us take
for granted, are beloved by the same Jesus? Do we believe that the Hispanic men,
women, and children, crammed onto trucks, journeying from afar in search of shelter
and peace and opportunity, are beloved by the same Jesus? Do we believe that
Democrats, Republicans, Independents, “conservatives,” and “progressives,” many of
whom are thoughtfully trying to give voice to their various concerns and values, are
beloved by the same Jesus?
If our answer to these questions is, “Yes,” and we want to stand with this
Jesus, then we also have to be willing to stand with Jews, and people of color, and
transgender persons, and asylum seekers, and Republicans, Democrats, and
Independents, no matter how much they might differ from us, and offer them the
love of Christ.
Likewise, if our answer to these questions is, “Yes,” then whenever and
wherever we hear or see hate stirring, we must combat it. We must combat hate with
courage, with kindness, with compassion, with respect. We must combat hate with
words and actions. We must combat hate with the love of Christ.
Will that eliminate all hate? Certainly not; there’s more work to be done. But
as Christians, I do believe each of us is called to this work. As Christians, I believe
that’s where our efforts must begin and end.
Wiesel also wrote, “Our obligation is to give meaning to life, and in doing so to overcome
the passive indifferent life. The opposite of love is not hate; it’s indifference.” Now, perhaps
more than ever in our lifetimes, we need to honor this obligation.
With Christ’s love,

Tim

Anecdotes From The Assistant:
A Word From Father Dante
It has been a difficult few weeks. It seems that every time my phone buzzes or I turn
on the news I am being made aware of acts of hate occurring in our nation. On
Wednesday October 24, Gregory Bush shot and killed two African-Americans in a
grocery store in Jeffersontown, Kentucky after he tried and failed to enter First
Baptist Church, a predominantly black church. On Saturday October 27, Robert
Bowers entered the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where he
shot and killed 11 people and wounded many others. But before these two things
happened, and I am sure there are other events that I am unaware of, something
happened on Sunday October 21 that placed a weight and anxiety and fear upon my
shoulders.
On Sunday October 21, the New York Times broke a story about the Trump
Administration’s intention of redefining sex (and thus sex discrimination) under Title
IX. This proposal limits the definition to “a person’s status as male or female based
on immutable biological traits identifiable by or before birth.” The consequences of
this change in definition will roll back protections established by previous
presidential administrations and will ultimately remove protections, safety, and civil
rights from the Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming community. Since this
story broke I have been experiencing a myriad of emotions that are hard for me to
describe: anger, anxiety, worry, and fear chief amongst them. I have wondered what
it will mean for the students I work with at RIC. I have wondered what this will
mean for my friends. I have wondered what this will mean for my family. I have
wondered what this will mean for me, and my own personal safety. As many of you
know, I am transgender (for me that means I was born biologically female, and I live
and identify as male) and since October 21 I have been living with the weight that it
seems some in our country would like to erase my existence.
To be honest with you I have been struggling and wrestling with what this all means.
Over the last two weeks I have had to muster all the energy and strength I have to
not give into this fear. The thing that has been most helpful in all of this has been
my faith. As Christians we are people of hope not of fear. Through the work of
God, in the person of Jesus, we know that fear, hatred, and even death are not the
final answer. We can trust, even in the moments it is hardest to believe, that for us
fear is overcome by hope, hatred is overcome by love, and death is overcome by life.
That is the grace and gift of the resurrection. That truth is what has strengthened
me to keep going in these last weeks.

I do not know what will happen with this proposal, with the three court cases
regarding transgender bias that are making their way to the Supreme Court, or with
Question 3 in our neighboring state of Massachusetts. But what I do know is this:
all people are created in the image of God, all people contain within the deepest
core of their being the spark of the Divine, and all people no matter what identity
they claim have and are entitled to sacred worth, dignity, love, and respect. I think it
is from this place that we as a church, that we as followers of Jesus, can be an
example to the world around us.
While this at times might cause disagreement or discomfort, we at St. Luke’s Church
are a diverse and mixed community. We are made up of people from every line and
barrier that society uses to define and separate us. With all of our differences we
come together to worship the same Jesus. We come from our diversity of identities
to kneel beside one another and share in the Eucharist, that most sacred meal of
Christ’s Body and Blood. We as follows of Jesus can hold together what at times
feels like, at least for me, the tension of our national political world and the
Kingdom of God. We can model that while we might disagree politically we can
treat one another with respect, dignity, and love. While as a community we might
occupy every place on that wide political spectrum of opinion on the
administration’s proposal to narrowly define sex, it is my hope and prayer that we are
of a singular mind when it comes to our call to love one another. That each and
everyone of us believe our state place of interaction and engagement with one
another is the love that God bestows upon us all.
As we journey through these days ahead, as we continue to walk as a nation through
what might be described as uncertain political times, I hope you will join me in
committing to first and foremost be followers of Jesus. To commit, and recommit,
to loving all people not just the ones we find easy to love. To commit, and
recommit, to seeking the Divine spark – the image of God – in all the different faces
we encounter. To commit, and recommit, to being witnesses to the possibility that
we can still be in relationship with one another amidst our differences.

I am sure that I am not the only one carrying that heavy weight of sadness, fear, and
anxiety as we witness the events of recent weeks in our nation and in our world. It
seems to me that the only way I, and we, are going to be able to shoulder this weight
is if we share it with one another; if we are willing to be honest and vulnerable with
each other. In this we can model one of the primary characteristics of the Church
at its best. We can be that place where burdens are bought and we carry them
together. Where we walk alongside one another in faith, hope, and love trusting that
God will be with us, holding us in those almighty arms of love, until that day when
we know fear no more. Beloved of God let us walk together, that we might bear
witness to God’s broad and inclusive love to the world.
With my gratitude,
Dante

The Choirs Of St. Luke’s
St. Cecilia Choir Members
Achieve Gold and Bronze Awards
Congratulations to St. Cecilia Choir members Palmer Berry, Caitlyn Holmstedt,
and Laurel Ann Pilkington who recently received awards from the Royal School of
Church Music (RSCM). The Gold Medal was presented during church to Palmer on
October 7, and the Bronze Award was presented during church to Caitlyn and Laurel
Ann on October 21. We are so proud of the work these choristers have done and are
happy to share some details of that process.
These awards are the result of several months of
work on the part of the choristers and Minister of
Music Rodney Ayers. For the Gold award, Palmer
prepared a major solo piece, and two choral anthems
for performance, including thorough program notes
on the anthems. Additionally, she prepared five more
anthems, learning all the choral parts. For these
anthems, she had to answer questions about the
anthems musically, textually, and liturgically, including
historical information about the composer. A hymn
and prepared Anglican chant completed the extensive
requirements for this award. One final component
was to design an evening service, choosing bible readings and writing prayers. Palmer
chose the season of Advent for this service, and had to be prepared to discuss all
aspects with the RSCM examiner.
For the Bronze award, Caitlyn and Laurel
Ann prepared a hymn, Anglican chant, and
an anthem for performance. Extensive
sight-reading and aural testing (intervals and
rhythms) were major components of the
exam. Additionally, they had to be ready to
discuss their prepared anthem, both textually
and musically. Each chose a liturgical day
(Caitlyn chose Christmas; Laurel Ann Good
Friday) for which they must discuss the
meaning of the day, the Gospel passage of
the day, and suggest appropriate hymns and
anthems for that day. Finally, the choristers brought in a Sunday bulletin from St.
Luke’s and discussed the service with the RSCM examiner, including the role music
plays in the service.

At its founding in 1927, RSCM was an organization based in Great Britain that
consisted of a training college for church musicians (called the College of St.
Nicolas) and an association of affiliated churches committed to attaining high
standards of musical performance. The RSCM has grown to become an
international and ecumenical organization, with more than 11,000 affiliates in the
United Kingdom, United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa,
Nigeria and throughout Europe. RSCM offers numerous summer courses, and many
St. Cecilia choir members participate, particularly the Newport course.
The St. Cecilia Choir of St. Luke’s is an affiliate of the Royal School of Church
Music, and the choristers all participate in RSCM classes as part of their Friday
rehearsal process. We are grateful to Canterbury Choir members Deborah Collins,
Sally House, and Ben Lovejoy for mentoring our choristers through these classes.
Bless, O Lord, us Thy servants who minister in Thy temple.
Grant that what we sing with our lips we may believe in our hearts,
and what we believe in our hearts we may show forth in our lives.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
— RSCM Choristers' Prayer
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Youth Faith Formation
Youth Faith Formation is Coming to Your Inbox

Dear Parents,
In mid-October we launched a new initiative as part of our Youth Faith Formation
program. Every Sunday that there is Youth Faith Formation an email update goes
out after church. This email includes highlights from our Youth Faith Formation
classes, announcements about special events in the life of the parish, and resources to
support faith formation at home. It is our hope that this will help build a stronger
bridge and connection between what happens here on Sunday mornings and what
happens in our lives the rest of the week. If you would like to receive this email
update please contact Fr. Dante.

Middle School Youth Group Update
We had a great kickoff event on October 19 with pizza and a viewing of the 1993
Disney classic Hocus Pocus. In November we have two events lined up.
We will gather on Friday November 9 from 6-8pm for dinner and an instructed
Eucharist. We gather in the Church after dinner to talk about all the stuff we use
during a Sunday morning service. We will try on chasubles, stoles, and even a cope!
We will write our own Eucharistic Prayer and conclude the night be celebrating the
Eucharist together.
On Sunday November 25 we are going on a field trip! Last year on Good Friday
several of our youth group members talked about how much they love the Taizé
service. Since Good Friday is still a few months out, we are going on a road trip to
get a Taizé fix. Join Fr. Dante on a trip to Providence to attend the monthly Taizé
service at The Church of the Redeemer. We will meet at The Redeemer at 4:15pm to
talk more about Taizé. Following the 5pm service we will have dinner together at
one of the local restaurants down the street from the Church.
Parents should stay tuned for an email from Fr. Dante with more information about
both of these events.
As a reminder all young people in grades 6-8 are welcome to join our Middle School
Youth Group!

The Stewardship Committee

Property Committee

-

The Vestry Corner

-

–

–
–

–
-

-

-

NOVEMBER SAVE THE DATES

-

St. Luke's Episcopal Church
November 2018 Newsletter

