
Creating  
opportunity 
through  
business  
and education 
partnerships

SponSoring partnerS: 

• Conestoga	Valley	School	District
• Donegal	School	District
• Elizabethtown	Area	School	Dis	trict
• Lampeter-Strasburg	School	District
• Manheim	Central	School	District
• Manheim	Township	School	District
• Penn	Manor	School	Dis	trict
• Solanco	School	District

For more information, 
please call 717-295-2499.

HACC East Building - Room 311
1641 Old Philadelphia Pike 

Lancaster, PA 17602
Phone: 717-295-2499

Fax: 717-392-8603
Email:  info@lca.k12.pa.us

lca.k12.pa.us

Lancaster County Academy, founded in 1993, is a joint school formed by 
the participating school districts and approved by the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education. The Academy is an equal opportunity employer.

Serving students whose education needs 
are not met in a traditional high school

A second chance to 
make your future

an eduCation option For:

• Students who have fallen behind on credits for
various reasons

• Students at risk of dropping out
• Dropouts who want to return to school
• Adults who left school in their senior year
• Pregnant and parenting teens
• Students with health issues
• Students with substance abuse issues
• Students returning from court placement
• Students with families in crisis



How Long wiLL it take to 
earn a dipLoma?
Time to complete diploma requirements depends on 
the number of credits successfully completed prior to 
enrollment, regular attendance, and the student’s 
individual work ethic. Lancaster County 
Academy graduates earn a diploma from 
their sponsoring school district. To date, LCA has 
had approximately 900 graduates.

wHen are CLaSSeS oFFered?
The Academy follows an open entry/open exit design; 
however, new students are not usually admitted after 
March 31. The Academy is open Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Students should attend five days per week, for a 
minimum of three hours per day, and are asked to 
commit to a regular schedule. Changes to schedules due 
to work schedules, transportation, medical reasons, and family 
obligations can be granted if requested in advance. Regular 
attendance is crucial for success, just as it is in the 
workplace.  Students are responsible for their own 
transportation.

LoCation:
Lancaster County Academy is located in the East Building, 
room 311, on HACC's Lancaster campus.

For more inFormation:

Call us at 717-295-2499.
Email us at info@lca.k12.pa.us. 
Website can be found at lca.k12.pa.us.

wHy iS LCa diFFerent?
At	 LCA,	 students	 are	 in	 charge	 of	 their	 learning.	
Certified	 teachers	 are	 available	 to	 coach	 and	 tutor,	
but	 no	 traditional	 teacher-led	 classes	 are	 offered.	
Although	 computers	 are	 available	 for	 research	 and	
remediation,	 the	curriculum	 is	not	computer	based.	
Students	must	show	evidence	of	academic	progress	
to	keep	their	program	slot.	A	grade	of	80%	or	higher	
is	required	for	all	tests	and	assignments.

Learning	outside	of	 the	classroom	 is	 a	 key	 feature.	
The	 required	 Career	 Connections	 and	 Service	
Learning	courses	help	students	plan	for	what	comes	
after	 earning	 a	 diploma.	 Work-based	 learning	
experiences	 in	 business,	 non-profit,	 and	 public	
service	agencies	aid	 in	career	decision-making	and	
help	 build	 work résumés.	 Representatives	 from	
businesses,	 industry,	 post-secondary	 schools,	
colleges,	 and	 social	 service	 providers	 speak	 to	
students	 throughout	 the	 school	 year.	 The	 LCA	
staff	 is	 available	 to	 assist	 in	 career	 development	
even	after	a	student	graduates.

Education, Employment Skills Training, 
& Career Exploration

lca.k12.pa.us

The reasons for lack of success in traditional school vary 
greatly. Factors outside of school, such as health issues, 
pregnancy and parenting, substance abuse, and mental health 
treatment may interfere with academic success. Some 
students have dropped out of school, and, given time, 
conclude that the decision was not in their best interest. 
Students released from court placements in the middle of the 
school year may have difficulty after missing essential subject 
matter. Others have tried alternative schooling, such as 
cyber school, but need more structure. No matter what 
the reason, the Academy's self-paced academic curriculum 
gives students the opportunity to restart a stalled education.

tHe aCademy oFFerS:
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Opportunity to earn a regular high school diploma, 
not a GED

Experienced, certified instructors
Flexible hours and student-directed learning
Career exploration and labor market awareness 
Links to education and training beyond high school,    

including college, military, and workforce

admiSSionS:
High School Students
Students must be enrolled in a sponsoring school 
district. Applications are available at the Academy and no 
appointment is necessary; however, individual school districts 
may have their own admission procedures.

Once eligibility is confirmed, testing to determine academic 
skills is scheduled. Reading and math skills at an 8th-grade 
level are necessary. The three-hour testing occurs at 
the Academy every Friday at 9 a.m. Please note 
each sponsor has a limited number of program slots and 
applicants may be placed on a wait list for admission.

Adult Students
Adult students who live in a sponsoring district 
and left school in their senior year may enroll on a tuition 
basis to earn a regular high school diploma. An 
appointment to discuss enrollment is required.

Adults who have already earned a diploma or GED may 
enroll for a fee to take high school level courses which are 
missing from high school transcripts but required for college 
admissions or job responsibilities. This option is open to 
all adults, regardless of residence.

https://lca.k12.pa.us/



