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LAKE WORTH CONVERSION THERAPY

City opposes ‘conversion therapy’
Lake Worth bans efforts
to change the sexual
orientation of minors.
By Kevin D. Thompson
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
LAKE WORTH — Since he was a
young boy growing up in Lake
Worth, Andy Amoroso knew he
was gay.
He never felt as if his sexual
orientation was wrong. He didn’t

need to be fixed or miraculously
cured.
It helped that his family was
always supportive of him and
his younger sister, Dawn, a Palm
Beach County sheriff ’s deputy,
who also is gay.
“You’re born this way,” said
Amoroso, 52, now a city commissioner who owns a novelty
shop off Lake Avenue. “No one
can change you.”
But there are groups that try
under a controversial practice

Andy Amoroso
has taken the
lead in banning
“conversion
therapy” on
minors.

called “conversion therapy,”
where a health-care professional
tries to change someone’s sexual
orientation or gender identity.
Lake Worth is joining other
cities and states in banning the

LAKE WORTH CHRISTMAS PARADE

practice. On Tuesday, city commissioners unanimously voted to
prohibit anyone in the city from
using conversion therapy on a
minor, although it could still be
used on adults. A public hearing
is scheduled for Jan. 10.
Conversion therapy usually is
done through spiritual or psychological treatment that’s meant to
uncover a childhood trauma that
is believed to have caused someone to be gay.
In the past, such extreme mea-
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Keep up with The Post’s complete
coverage of Lake Worth on its
Facebook page dedicated to the
city. On Facebook, search for Post
on Lake Worth.

sures as castration and electroshock therapy were applied,
according to the National Center for Lesbian Rights.
Ban continued on B4

SHERIFF’S OFFICE DEPUTY CHARGED

Deputy in rape case
disciplined before
Files show he was
disciplined 5 times
for ‘insubordination.’
By Hannah Winston
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Spreading cheer
Floats, antique cars, marching bands, twirlers and other performers participated in the Lake Worth
annual holiday parade, which followed a 2-mile route Saturday evening. YUTING JIANG / THE PALM BEACH POST

When Palm Beach County
sheriff ’s deputy Jason Nebergall was suspended for 30 days
in 2014, internal-affairs investigators wrote that the incident was
his last chance. Over and over
again, Nebergall did not follow
commands.
“If his pattern of insubordination continues, I’ll be left with no
other choice than to recommend
reclassification or termination of
employment from PBSO,” a captain wrote in the report.
In the span of four years, Nebergall received discipline on five
occasions for “insubordination

offenses,” according to internal-affairs files released by the
sheriff ’s office this past week.
These disciplines do not include
an unsubstantiated report of having sex on the job, public complaints or his arrest this month
on accusations of attempting to
rape a woman he was supposed
to be helping while on duty.
Nebergall was released from
custody Dec. 8 on $100,000 bail
on two counts of sexual battery.
He remains on administrative
leave from the sheriff’s office.
In May 2014, Nebergall arrived
at a crime scene and was ordered
by a sergeant not to enter because
there were enough deputies
involved. Nebergall became agitated and made sarcastic comments, and after the superior
asked him whether he had a probDeputy continued on B4

TRUMP IN PALM BEACH
BOYNTON BEACH HOUSING

Idea of housing authority
intrigues Boynton officials
They say they’ve been
frustrated by a lack of
private sector projects.

Boynton neighborhoods.
What about creating a housing authority?
At the Community Redevelopment Agency meeting, city commissioners asked their legal team
By Alexandra Seltzer
to research how they could crePalm Beach Post Staff Writer
ate one so they could bring in
redevelopment themselves. The
BOYNTON BEACH — After hearauthority could provide affording of setbacks to three proposed
able housing to low-income famredevelopment projects this past
ilies through government assisweek,
Boynton
BeachSoftware
officials
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tance programs.
said they have grown frustrated
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Trump back in Palm Beach
after Alabama thank-you trip
By Joe Capozzi, Kristina Webb
and Gregory Cox
Palm Beach Post Staff Writers

WEST PALM BEACH — President-elect Donald J. Trump
returned home Saturday night
to Mar-a-Lago, hours after taking
issue at a rally in Alabama with
a Palm Beach Post story that he
claims under-counted the size of
Steven Grant said Thursday.
a rally in Orlando a day earlier.
It’s the job of the CRA and its
The Post story described
board members to eliminate blight
“hundreds of cheering supportand to redevelop the Heart of
ers” Friday at the Orlando rally.
Boynton area, where
Martin
But
Trump told supporters at
2016-12-18
10:08:37
Luther King Jr. and Seacrest bouLadd-Peebles Stadium in Mobile,
Get more news about Boynton
Beach at The Post’s Facebook
page devoted to the city,
Facebook.com/postonboynton.

Donald
Trump has
complained
the media
underestimates
his crowd sizes.

The rally was held at the fair’s
Orlando Amphitheater, an outdoor venue with a seating capacity of 10,000 people, according
to the fair’s website.
Throughout his campaign,
Trump has said the news media
under-reported the number of
supporters who attended his

just four months after he was

Twitter: @hannahwinston

Ban

Pence denies support
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The practice, often
employed by religious
groups, has been discredited by many leading psychological organizations,
including the American Psychological Association and
the American Medical Association.

‘Devastating impact’

“Conversion therapy is
like snake oil,” said Rand
Hoch, president of the Palm
Beach County Human Rights
Council, an organization that
works toward ending discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression.
“Unscrupulous practitioners have been peddling
it for years — like a cure for
cancer. But cancer is actually
a disease that can be treated.
Being LGBT is not a sickness
or a mental deformity.”
Rachel Needle, a West
Palm Beach psychologist
and certified sex therapist,
said research has found that
so-called therapies aimed at
changing someone’s gender identity or sexual orientation can lead to shame,
guilt, depression and feelings of anger.
“Attempting to change
someone’s sexual orientation can have a devastating
impact on a minor,” Needle said.
State-licensed mental
health professionals are not
allowed to try to change a
minor’s sexual orientation
or gender identity in California, New Jersey, Vermont,
Oregon, Illinois and the District of Columbia, according to the National Center
for Lesbian Rights.
“I’m concerned for gay,
young adults,” said Amoroso,
who drafted the Lake Worth
ordinance with the help of
the human rights council.
“There’s suicide and mental illness that comes out of
this practice. It’s barbaric.”
L ake Worth Commissioner Ryan Maier, who also
is openly gay, called the practice “disgusting” and “ineffective.”
“I don’t know if this is happening anywhere in Lake
Worth, but it’s definitely
happening in the country,”
Maier said.
West Palm Beach recently
passed a similar law, joining Miami Beach, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and Seattle.
This past summer, the
human rights council said
it identified six licensed psychologists who were offering conversion therapy in
Palm Beach County.

The practice has been in
the news lately, with groups
claiming Vice President-elect
Mike Pence supports the
therapy, a charge Pence’s
camp denies.
But a statement on Pence’s
archived website for a 2000
congressional campaign
regarding the Ryan White
CARE Act, which provides
federal money for patients
with HIV/AIDS, suggests
that the government should
finance institutions that support conversion therapy.
“Resources should be
directed toward those institutions which provide assistance to those seeking to
change their sexual behavior,” the statement reads.
A Pence spokesman told
the New York Times in
November that the statement was misinterpreted
and that statements saying the vice president-elect
supports the therapy are
“patently false.”

‘I became ashamed’

The psychological scars
resulting from conversion therapy is very real to
Michael, who lives in Lake
Worth and grew up in the
Midwest with his adoptive
parents.
Michael, 41, didn’t want
his last name used.
He’s very familiar with conversion therapy-like methods. While Michael wasn’t
sent to a professional, his
parents used strict methods when he was about 13
to turn him straight.
“They tried everything to
convince me I was everything
but what I was,” Michael said.
“They wanted to fix me.”
Michael’s adoptive parents, particularly his father,
a retired military officer,
were physically, mentally
and verbally abusive. They
threatened to institutionalize him.
“My adoptive dad thought
he could cure everything
the way the military did,”
Michael said. “Break it down
and rebuild it the way you
want it. As long as I was a
minor, they could do all this
stuff.”
The treatment from his
adoptive parents, whom
Michael said died in 2008,
had a lasting effect on him.
“I became ashamed of
everything I thought I was,”
Michael said.
Feelings like those are
what Amoroso hopes a ban
can prevent.
“At the end of the day,
when you’re gay, you’re
gay,” he said.
kthompson@pbpost.com
Twitter: @KevinDThompson1
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of Medicine. Post graduation, he completed his internship at
Cropped
page CO. From 1969 to 1971, Paul
Saint Joseph Hospital
in Denver,
served as a Captain for the Department of the Army in the
medical corps, a portion of that time stationed in Korea. It
was for this that he received the Army Commendation Medal
for his outstanding service. Upon returning from military duties, Paul completed two residencies in Dermatology. The first
at Lloyd Noland Hospital and the second at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham Medical Center. He then returned
to Colorado as a dermatologist for the Kaiser Permanente
Foundation. In 1977, Paul established his solo Dermatology
practice in West Palm Beach, FL. For over thirty years he provided exemplary patient care, treating in excess of 35,000 patients. They appreciated not only his expertise but his kind and
gentle manner. Paul’s great acts of generosity were deeply appreciated by those who could not normally have afforded his
services. He served on the staff of JFK Hospital as well as being a member of their credentials committee. During his years
of practice, he received many commendations and awards.
Paul retired from his successful medical practice at the end of
2008. During his lifetime Paul was an avid fisherman, enthusiastic gardener, real estate entrepreneur, Alabama Crimson
Tide sports fan, and youth softball coach for his daughter
Brittany. After retirement, his main interest became mastering the game of golf. Additionally, he continued the tradition
of lunching with valued friends on a daily basis. Paul will be
greatly missed by all whose lives he touched and will forever
be in our hearts. In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate donations to the National Alliance on Mental Illness organization. On Tuesday, December 20, 2016 there will be a visitation from 5:00PM to 6:00PM. This will be followed by a service
at 6:00PM and a reception at Howard-Quattlebaum Funeral,
Cremation and Event Center.
Howard-Quattlebaum Funeral, Cremation & Event Center
754 US Highway 1, North Palm Beach, FL 33408 • (561) 848-9641

Condolences may be offered at www.howard-pricefuneralhome.com
To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

BRACEY, Emma J.

Emma J. Bracey died Friday, the 9th of December in
Loxahatchee, Florida.Born March 24, 1920 to Richard and
Nellie Johns, in Lattimer Mines, PA, she was the youngest of
three girls. She graduated from McCann School of Business
in 1939 and worked as a secretary for Hazleton Chapter Red
Cross. While working for the Red Cross, she intercepted a
letter from a soldier, Chester J. Bracey, who would then become her husband on June 3, 1944. Emma volunteered much
of her time tutoring children at local elementary schools
and was eventually hired as a Teacher’s Aid at Rolling Green
Elementary School in Boynton. She worked up until just a few
months shy of her 75th birthday. She loved her family and
will be remembered for all of her sacrifices and her selfless
heart that was always giving and caring. She is survived by
her daughter, Lucretia (Tisa) Bracey-Guthrie-(husband Eric,)
grandchildren Chester Unks, Angela LaBelle, Michael Watson,
Amanda Vasile, and Daniel Vasile, great grandchildren Ashley
and Emily LaBelle, Jacob and Ally Boynton. Memorial service
will be held 10:00 AM, Tuesday, December 20th, at Palms West
Alliance Church, 16401 Southern Blvd. Loxahatchee, FL 33470.
Arrangements by Palm Beach Memorial Park Funeral Home.,
Lantana, FL.
To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

loving family. He was born
in NewPage:
York, NY,B4
on March 2,
1937 and grew up in Mount
Vernon and Eastchester. He
was preceded in death by his
parents, Dr. James and Evelyn
(Browne) Houlahan, and siblings, Evelyn (Houlahan)
Callahan and Joan (Houlahan) McGrath. Tom was a g
ate of Archbishop Stepinac High School in White Plain
He received his Bachelor of Arts in History in 1959 fro
Citadel, The Military College of South Carolina. He enlis
the Marine reserves during college and graduated from
camp at MCRD, Parris Island, SC. Upon graduation fro
Citadel, Tom was commissioned a Second Lieutenant
United States Marine Corps. The Corps issued him a wif
Lt. Mary Jean Knapp, USMC, who was his XO for fifty yea
served his nation honorably for ten years, including two
bat tours of duty in Vietnam in 1964-65 and 1968-69 as
rial observer and company commander. Tom was Direc
Human Resources at United Parcel Service in Charlott
and Jackson, MS; Howard Needles Tammen and Berge
and Stuart Hall in Kansas City, MO; Operations Direc
Brandon Hall College Preparatory School in Atlanta
HR Recruiter at NCCI in Boca Raton, FL; security offi
Jupiter Medical Center and security officer and con
at The Carlisle Senior Living Community in Lantana,
til March, 2016. He was a member of The Citadel A
Association, The Knights of Columbus-Council 6241
Marine Corps League-Cpl. Justin Wilson Detachment, an
USS Galveston Association. In addition to his wife, the
ogy nurse navigator at Delray Medical Center, Tom is su
by his children, LTC James Houlahan, USA (Ret.) of El
TX, Col. Patrick Houlahan, USMC (Sarah) of San Dieg
and Capt. Sharon Houlahan, USMC of Newport, RI; g
children, Kelly and Ryan Houlahan of San Diego, CA
Erin, Sean, Riana and Ian Houlahan of El Paso, TX: bro
in-law, John Callahan and Ted McGrath; and many be
nieces, nephews, godchildren, family and friends. Tom
membered for his strength of character and his cleve
His reverence for the Blessed Sacrament, love of countr
an undying love for his bride, Mary Jean, was unpara
“Knowing your Marines and looking out for their well-b
was a mission that Tom lived during his military servic
his life. He was a stellar father, coach, husband, and m
to all who knew him. He loved his dogs and Florida wi
Calling hours will be Monday, December 19, from 2:00
4:00PM and 6:00PM to 8:00PM pm at Aycock Young an
Funeral Home, 6801 SE Federal Highway, Stuart, FL, 3
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Tu
December 20, at 11:30AM at St. Andrew Church, 21
Cove Rd, Stuart, FL 34997. Interment will follow at the
Florida National Cemetery at 6501 N State Rd 7, Lake W
FL, 33449. Guests will be received at home following the
al. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Forg
Soldiers Outreach, Lake Worth, FL, National Right to L
Treasure Coast Hospice Veterans Program.

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituar

HOWELL, Jacquelyn

Age 29, of West Palm Beach, passed away Dec. 11, 201
County Funeral Home and Crematory, Lake Worth, FL

INGBER, Blanche

DOVER, Steven

Steven Dover, 27, of Odessa, FL, passed away December 15,
2016. He was born in West Palm Beach, FL and moved to PR
and later moved to Tampa in 2011. He was preceded in death
by his grandmother, Dorothy Dover; two aunts, Lela Dover and
Bessie Puckett. Steven is survived by his loving wife, Melissa;
parents, Harlin and Jeanette Dover; one brother, David Dover
(Khristyna); nephew, Bentley Dover. A funeral service will take
place at 2:00PM on Monday, December 19, 2016 at Loyless
Funeral Home. The family will receive friends one hour prior
to the service. Interment to follow at Lutz Cemetery. Words
of comfort may be expressed at (Loylessfuneralhome.com)
Loyless Funeral Home, Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639 813-996-6610
To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

ESTERMAN, Harry Robert
Age 88, formerly of Cincinnati,
OH, and Briny Breezes, FL,
died December 15, 2016 in
Boynton Beach, FL. He leaves
behind his wife of 65 years,
Patricia Carolyn Esterman (nee
Albers) to whom he was devoted, and 5 children, Sue Thaler
(Mike) of Briny Breezes, Sally
Lukez (Paul) of Lexington,
MA, Joyce Culbertson (James)
of Beaumont, TX, Bob
Esterman of Cincinnati, and
Greg Esterman (Michelle) of
Luxembourg City, Luxembourg. He also leaves 6 grandchildren
and 3 great-grandchildren. Harry was a Navy veteran and concluded a successful career as a commercial printer by selling
his business and retiring early to begin a life as a gentleman
farmer in Sunman, IN. Although hard work never scared Harry
– he was great at fixing things and working with his hands –
he soon realized that farming wasn’t as easy as it looked, so he
sold the farm and really retired to Briny Breezes. He loved life
at Briny, jumping into everything with his usual boyish enthusiasm. He and Pat played bridge frequently and square-danced
until they couldn’t. Harry felt torn between the beach and the
pool since napping in the sun felt great at both. He was an avid golfer and wood worker, and his zest for travel took he and
Pat around the US and on various international adventures.
A memorial service will be held Tuesday, December 27, 2016,
1:30-3:30 p.m. at the Briny Breezes Ocean Clubhouse.
To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries
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Age 84, of Boynton Beach, passed away Dec. 15, 2016. Se
Dec. 18. Beth Israel Memorial Chapel, Boynton Beach, FL

KLEINMAN, Irving

Irving Kleinman, 87, passed away on December 16 at his
in Boynton Beach, FL. Born in New York City, Irving gra
ed from the prestigious Bronx High School of Science a
ceived a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering degree in
from the City College of New York. In 1950, he marrie
former Gloria Poseman, who predeceased him, and ha
children, Larry (Sally) and Roni (Dan). Irving was a Profes
Engineer, and the founder of Irving Kleinman and Assoc
a consulting engineering firm. He held numerous lead
positions in engineering societies and served his comm
as an active member of his synagogue, and member an
er President of the Plainedge, NY Board of Education. H
Gloria moved to Florida, where he enjoyed bridge, tenni
and traveling the world with friends. Irving was a de
grandfather, never tiring of bragging about the accom
ments of his grandchildren, Carlie, Rebecca, and Jason
also survived by his sister, Bernice Cherson. Contributi
his memory may be made to the City College of New Yo

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituar

KOHLBECKER, James R.

James R. Kohlbecker passed
away November 20, 2016 at
that the age of 88. He was born
September 11, 1928 in Illinois.
He was a veteran of World
War II and Korean and retired
from the US Marshall Service in
West Palm Beach. He was ordained minister with both the
Alliance of Divine Love and the
United Metaphysical Church.
He was a Pastor at the United
Metaphysical Church of the
Palm Beaches, West Palm Beach
and conducted a weekly Meditation class until his de
Celebration of Life Service will be held at 2:00PM on Su
December 18, 2016 at Unity in the Pines, 6073 Summit
West Palm Beach. In lieu of flowers, donations can be
in his honor to the United Metaphysical Church of the
Beaches, P.O. Box 17922, West Palm Beach, FL 33416

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituar

