People OOO
Greenville choir members get ready to take the Àeld.

Taking little voices to the big league
A small town student choir from Southeastern Missouri drew major
league attention this past fall when they were selected to sing the
national anthem at Busch Stadium.
The Bearytones, an afterschool choir group led by Greenville R-2
music teacher Tracy King, made the 122-mile trek to St. Louis for
the Sept. 25 event. The group is comprised of 65 members – fourth-,
fifth-, and sixth-graders.
“This was a first for me and for the district,” King says. “It was the
first time this community has had something like this happen. The
community really pulled for us. These kids are great and I knew they
could do it, plus the principal is a big sports fan so that helped.”
The idea to sing at Busch Stadium began when King’s son was
given the same opportunity a few years ago when he was attending a
school in Farmington. Seeing how it created such a positive effect on
the children, King realized it was something she wanted to do with
her students.
“I contacted the Cardinals organization and they asked me to
select a few dates that would work for us,” she says. “We were so
fortunate that due to scheduling they were able to get us in.”
To offset travel costs, King and her group began selling tickets to
the game at a discounted price. They sold approximately 400 tickets.
And the community went on fire.
“We probably had 450 attend the game from Greenville,” King
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says. “Many parents pulled their children out of school to attend
because their other child was in the choir. It was an exciting time for
us. To represent the community like this was really special, and it’s
not something that happens very often.”
Once at the stadium, the choir was ushered into a holding area. In
less than an hour, the children would start the journey out of the tunnel.
“They directed us to walk down this tunnel and make a 90-degree
turn,” King says. “Once around that corner, the field opens up in
front of you. I think every student gasped. It was a moment every
teacher would want to remember. I’m sure each of those students will
remember the grandeur and something so enormous.”
When the group had finished singing, they posed with the
Cardinals mascot, Fred Bird for a group photo and were then led off
the field. Several of the boys were able to get a parting gift.
“As we were leaving the field and walking by the dugout David Freese
gave several of the boys high-fives,” King says. “One boy even went home
and put on a batter’s glove and refused to wash that hand for four or five
days. I’m pretty sure he was finally forced to wash the hand.”
Fortunately, the day turned out to be clear and bright, and the
group enjoyed their time at the ballpark.
“They did a great job,” King adds. “I am so proud of each of them.
To get the opportunity to represent the community like this was really
special. I hope this sticks with each child for the rest of their lives.”
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While some smaller school districts can’t compete with the
opportunities larger schools can offer, it’s that gap that King wants to
help close.
“I feel called to smaller districts,” she says. “I grew up in the
area. I don’t like students to be limited by geography. It’s my goal to
change perceptions about the smaller schools.”
King has been a music teacher for the past 18 years, three of those
years at Greenville, but she has always stayed in the southeastern
part of the state.
“Growing up I always wanted to be a music teacher,” she says. “I
can’t imagine doing anything else.”
In addition to teaching classes, King also runs a Web blog. The
site informs visitors about what the class is doing.
“We get visited more by teachers than by parents,” King says. “It’s
a way for visitors to be connected to the classroom. It strengthens the
program. It’s a resource for teachers to help generate ideas. I mean,
we use props and manipulatives in the classroom. We dance with
scarves, and I don’t see a lot of choirs doing this type of stuff.”
The site can be visited at http://mrskingrocks.blogspot.com. She
also has a teacher resource site at www.musicbulletinboards.net.
And, just in case you’re still wondering about the name
Bearytones. The school mascot is a bear, of course.
— Anthony Zuccarini
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