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Known for our detailed renovations of New York townhous-
es, apartments, lofts and lobbies, LMA Group is in the middle 
of one of our most exciting and demanding projects ever— 
the gut renovation of a six-story landmark mansion on the 
Upper East Side, between Fifth and Madison Avenues.

Over 100 years old, the façade will remain largely the same, while the 12,000 square 
foot interior is being transformed into a modern living space featuring a six-story glass 
elevator enclosure encircled by a helical stair and topped with a glass roof bulkhead. 
The core and shell phase of the renovation will be complete by 2015.

Even for New York, this is an unconventional project. Historic buildings are restored 
and new steel towers erected every day, but a combination of the two is unusual.

A Massive – Yet Delicate – Undertaking
The interior of this single-family home was renovated many years ago and was of little 
historic value, so its new owners turned to acclaimed French interior design firm 
Christian Liaigre.

Like most buildings from the late 19th Century, the walls of this mansion supported 
the floors. We’re removing those floors and reversing the order of things by fabricat-
ing and installing a six-story steel ‘stability core,’ which will serve as both structural 
necessity and focal point for the interior once the elevator and stair are in place. (pic-
tured) 

Gut Check
Before this dramatic construction began, however, LMA Group’s team demolished the 
existing interior down to brick wall and bare earth, encountering bedrock and ground-
water in the process.

Maintaining stability of the masonry shell also was essential. We worked with structur-
al engineers to ensure the stability of adjoining properties, even placing seismographs 
in different locations to monitor movement. 

World Within World
LMA Group renovates the interiors of many older properties, but the majority of these 
projects follow the more predictable paths of preservation and renovation, not trans-
formation. 

“So it will be an incredible surprise when you walk into this house. The exterior will 
look very much the same and the interior will be completely different,” says Manners.

“Very unexpected and quite remarkable.” 

Future editions of LMA Group’s e-newsletter will feature additional highlights of this 
unique renovation project.

“It’s a ship in a bottle,” says LMA Group President Lee Manners.



http://lmagroupinc.com/media/BAhbBlsHOgZmSSIyMjAxNC8xMC8xNy8xOC8zNi8xOS82ODEvTE1BXzllNjdfMl8wMzFfMV8uanBnBjoGRVQ/LMA%209e67%20%232%20031%20(1).jpg

http://lmagroupinc.com/media/BAhbBlsHOgZmSSI4MjAxNC8xMC8xNy8xOC8yNC80Ni81MTcvTE1BXzllNjdfMTlfTWFyXzIwXzIwMTQuanBnBjoGRVQ/LMA%209e67%20%2019%20Mar%2020%202014.jpg

http://lmagroupinc.com/media/BAhbBlsHOgZmSSIyMjAxNC8xMC8xNy8xOC8yNi80Mi8yMzMvTE1BXzllNjdfMl8wNDJfMV8uanBnBjoGRVQ/LMA%209e67%20%232%20042%20(1).jpg

http://lmagroupinc.com/media/BAhbBlsHOgZmSSIyMjAxNC8xMC8xNy8xOC8yNy81Ny82NjcvTE1BXzllNjdfMl8wNTBfMV8uanBnBjoGRVQ/LMA%209e67%20%232%20050%20(1).jpg

http://lmagroupinc.com/media/BAhbBlsHOgZmSSIuMjAxNC8xMC8yMC8xNy80NC80NS85MzAvTE1BaGVhZGVybG9nby5qcGcGOgZFVA/LMAheaderlogo.jpg

http://lmagroupinc.com/media/BAhbBlsHOgZmSSIuMjAxNC8xMC8yMC8xNy80Ni80NS8yNjUvTE1BZm9vdGVybG9nby5qcGcGOgZFVA/LMAfooterlogo.jpg


