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 PETER IN THE EARLY CHURCH 
1) Simon Peter was first brought to Jesus by his brother Andrew. The two 

brothers worked with their father as fishermen at Bethsaida, a town on 
the northeast of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus gave Simon the nickname 
“Peter” (Greek) or “Cephas” (Aramaic) which means “Rocky.” Peter was 
privileged, along with James and John, to be part of a close circle with 
Jesus. That meant he was an early insider witness to some special occa-
sions . List at least four of prominent events from the gospels which high-
light Peter as participating. Discuss how these events could have helped 
shaped his unique ministry. 

   

   

   

   
 

2) Relate the following events and use them to describe the character of 
Peter. Discuss how it is helpful to know God used a man like him. 

 Jesus’ call of Peter to be a full-time fisherman 

 Jesus’ announcement that he was going to suffer and die 

 Jesus’ washing of the disciples' feet 

 The arrival of the guards who arrested Jesus 

 Jesus’ trial in the courtyard of the high priest 

 The vision and invitation for Peter to eat unclean food 

 Paul’s rebuke of Peter in Antioch (Gal 2:11)  

3) Peter often speaks up on behalf of the twelve apostles and was reputed 
as a leader in the early church. Read the following to see what role Peter 
played in the early church (Luke 24:34, 1 Corinthians 15:5, Acts 15:6-7, 
Galatians 2:9).  

 Study Outline  

Introduction to the Letter 

1 Pt 1a  - Prophesied Suffering and Glory 

1 Pt 1b - Living Faith, Hope, and Love 

1 Pt 1b-2a  -From Dark Stone to Living 

1 Pt 2b - Humbly Follow His Footsteps  

1 Pt 3a -Live in Harmony with Each Other 

1 Pt 3b Confess The Crucified & Risen  

1 Pt 4a -Serve While Suffering 

1 Pt 4b - Rejoice While Suffering  

1 Pt 5a - Shepherd from Cross to Crown 

1 Pt 5b  - Short Suffering; Eternal Glory 

 
The Writer 

Calls himself  “apostle” (1:1)  “elder, shep-
herd, overseer” (5:1-2)  Peter’s authorship 
was uncontested in the early church. Quoted 
by Polycarp and Clement of Rome, c. 100 also 
by Irenaeus, c. 200. 
 

 
Too fancy? 

Some people contend the Greek is too fancy 
for someone like Peter whose thick Galilean 
fisherman accent gave him away even in the 
dark.  But indicates that he wrote this letter 
with the help of Silas (1Pt 5:12) 
 
 

Place & Date of Writing 
Appears to have been written from Rome. 
(5:13)”in Babylon = “in Rome.” This was the 
view of Papias, (around 125 AD), and Clem-
ent  of Alex, (around 200 AD). The widely 
accepted tradition is that Peter was executed 
in Rome under Emperor Nero (63-68AD).  
However, Paul’s letter to the Romans  (57-58 
AD) do not mention Peter at all. Nor is there 
any mention of Peter in Paul’s prison letters 
which he wrote from Rome (61-63 AD).  This 
means a likely date between 63-68 AD, after 
Paul’s prison letters and before the death of 
Nero. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
LETTER 
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 “BISHOP” PETER IN CHURCH HISTORY 
1. Frederick Douglass was a formerly enslaved man who became a promi-

nent activist, author and public speaker. He did all this despite receiving 
minimal formal education. Peter the apostle was similar in that respect. 
He became a spokesperson for the early church and a pillar in Jerusalem. 
He was indisputably an influential overseer in the church. He did this de-
spite his lowly, uneducated origin fishing in Bethsaida. But what type of 
position did he really hold? Read Matthew 16:16-18. Contrast how Pe-
ter’s position is interpreted in the Roman Catholic church with the way 
the rest of the Christianity views his position. Use the following to dis-
cuss and determine which interpretation Peter himself would support. 

 

 1 Peter 2a —the cornerstone of the church 

 1 Peter 2:9 —the universal priesthood of believers 

 1 Peter 2:13 —the churches’ submission to governing authorities 

 1 Peter 5:3  —the role of a leader in God’s church 

 

MAJOR THEMES 
This letter is clearly Christ-focused. It offers gospel-driven comfort for suf-
fering believers and gospel-driven guidance for new and holy living. It di-
rects us to the power of the Word and the saving power of water and the 
Word in baptism. It offers guidance for husbands and wives. It focuses on 
both Christ’s humiliation and his exaltation. Martin Luther considered it 
one of his favorite letters. Scan through the letter to briefly identify what 
you can find about the following themes: 

 The Word of God 

 Suffering 

 Hope 

 The Resurrection of Jesus 

 Holy Living (Submission, Humility, Love) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Audience 
The original recipients of 1 Peter are spread 
out over a wide area. Peter is writing to “the 
elect… scattered throughout… (Asia Minor).” 
These are all areas around modern day Tur-
key. That is why it is arranged in your Bible 
along with the “general” epistles, letters not 
written to a specific location or person. Peter 
addressed his recipients as former unbeliev-
ers. They had "lived in ignorance,"(1:14), 
were once in "darkness, not a people of 
God",(2:9-10) and had in the past lived “like 
pagans." (4:3,4). However, It is evident that 
Peter was not the one who first preached to 
them (1:12,25). These were places which 
Paul had first reached a decade earlier. 
 

 
Isn’t This Paul’s Area? 

Some of the places Peter writes to were first 
reached by the apostle Paul on his missionary 
journeys. And it was understood that Peter 
would focus on the Jews while Paul reached 
the Gentiles. (Galatians 2:7-9) Some suggest-
ed reasons for Peter writing to them include: 

1) Paul in prison? But Paul wrote from 
prison himself.   

2) Paul dead? But Paul and Peter likely 
died around the same time.  

3) Paul is gone on his mission trip to Spain 
(He had travelled there via Rome after 
his release in 63 AD.) This makes the 
most sense, especially since Silas 
writes with Peter. Silas had been 
known by many of the Gentiles in this 
area as a companion of Paul. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
LETTER 
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 SCATTERED, SANCTIFIED, SPRINKLED 
1. This opening address contains the theme of Peter’s letter. God’s scat-

tered chosen people are only temporary residents, sojourning on the path 
from cross to crown. Read 1:1-2. Explain how Peter’s opening address 
implies his recipients are enduring trials, and yet destined for glory. Ex-
plain how all believers everywhere face that same type of journey today. 

2. James also addressed God’s people as “scattered.” (Ja 1:1) It didn’t take 
long for this scattering to occur. Recall from the previous notes that Pe-
ter likely wrote this letter between 63-68 AD. This was very early in the 
history of the Christian Church. Nonetheless, believers were already 
spread throughout Asia Minor. Review Bible History: What are some oth-
er times in the history of God’s Church that his people were scattered by 
sin or persecution and needed to be gathered again? Summarize some of 
the new Testament events that scattered the Church and how God gath-
ered them together into his kingdom.  

3. Discuss how the grace of God is presented in these verses. 

 

OUR LIVING HOPE 
If you define hope as “an expectation of what good things will come in the 
future,” then what do most people appear to put their hope in?  Read 1:3-5. 
Identify the following about our living hope and contrast it with dead hope. 
What do you find most comforting about our hope? 

 

  Where? 
These Christians were in Asia Minor, what is 
modern day Turkey. Pontus  is north along 
the Black Sea, Galatia is in the mountainous 
central region, Cappadocia  is in the east, 
Asia is along the western coast, Bithynia is in 
the northwest and near Pontus. Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia were mentioned among the 
converts at Pentecost (Acts 2:9). Paul had 
first reached the Galatians.  

 
 

The Scattered Elect 
The original recipients of 1 Peter quickly cop-
ies and shared this letter. The earliest Apos-
tolic Fathers quoted his letter. 
 

Clement of Rome (late 1st century) 
God opposes the proud, but gives grace to 
the humble” (1 Clement 30:2 = 
1 Peter 5:5 =Proverbs 3:34]). 
“Love covers over a multitude of sins” (1 
Clement 49:5 = 1 Peter 4:8) 
 

Polycarp (early 2nd century) 
“Let us be eager to do good” (6:3 = 1 Pt 3:13) 
“Christ, who bore our sins in his body on the 
tree (8:1 = 1 Peter 2:24) 
“Who committed no sin, and no deceit was 
found in his mouth” (8:2 = 1 
Pt 2:22) 
 

Barnabas (mid 2nd century) 
“The Lord will judge the world impartial-
ly” (4:12 = 1 Pt 1:17) 
 

Shepherd of Hermas (mid 2nd century) 
“Your life has been saved and will be saved 
through water” (3,3,5 
= 1 Pt 3:20-21) 
“Cast your care upon God” (4,2= 1 Pt:7) 
“Your sacrifice will be acceptable to 
God” ( 5,3,8 = 1 Pt 2:5)  
 

Triune God 
The Holy Trinity is one God, three persons. 
Find the Trinity in the opening address. What 
role does each person of the Trinity have in 
our salvation? 
 

Scattered are Gathered 
Compare with the prophecy of Isaiah 60 

 
 

1 PETER 1:1-12  
PROPHESIED SUFFERING AND GLORY 

 Living Hope Other Dead Hope 

How Received:   

Why Received :   

Based Upon:   

Three Outstand-
ing Characteris-
tics: 

 

 

-  

-  

- 

-  

-  

- 

Secured By:   

When Realized:    
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JOY IN SUFFERING 

“There are no happy endings. Endings are the saddest part, so just give me a 
happy middle and a very happy start.” -Shel Silverstein, American writer. 
What problem is Silverstein getting at? Read 1:6-9. Peter knows more than 
dead hope. He knows that our living hope is in our living Savior. (1 Pt 1:3-5) 
What does that mean for the start, middle, and ending of our lives? Apply: 
A Christian friend is facing a great challenge and they say it has “sucked all 
the joy out of life.” What would you share to help carry them through their 
trials? 

 

Recall the opening chapters of Job.  We know one reason why Job suffered. 
What does Peter say is one of the end results from all our various kinds of 
trials?  Explain how this truth helps us keep focused and filled with joy 
while carrying our crosses.  

 

Peter was an eyewitness of Christ. But he knew Jesus’ promise for every-
one else, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” (John 
20:29) Read 1 Pt 1:8-9. Describe the essence of Christian faith and one of 
it’s fruits. 

 

SEARCHING PROPHETS AND LONGING ANGELS 
1. In May2022 a comedian gave a speech at a dinner with the press and the 

President of the United States. He warned the crowd not to take for 
granted their blessings as journalist in the USA. He remarked that it was 
a blessing to be able to ridicule a nation’s ruler and not have to face re-
percussions. He wanted the journalist and dinner guest to remember that 
this blessing was unknown in many parts of the world and throughout 
history and still is rare today. Many others have struggled without it and 
even died. What about the most important blessings we might take for 
granted? List some special blessings which we have today in the Church 
but many others before us didn’t enjoy or still don’t enjoy. 

Consider how many faithful prophets and evangelists endured persecu-
tion in order for you to enjoy freely reading God’s Word today. How 
might we fail to appreciate this tremendous blessing?  

 

2. Read 1:10-12. List at least three truths we learn about the Scriptures in 
these verses. How do those truths help you better appreciate the bless-
ings of what we have? Discuss how this section ties in with 1 Pt 1:2. 

 

3. Brainstorm: Share a few different ways we can join the prophets and an-
gels in pondering the amazing truths about Jesus’ journey from cross to 
crown.  

  Gold Destroyed by Fire? 
Some will wrongly try to disprove Scripture 
by saying it is inaccurate in describing scien-
tific concepts. The holy Scriptures are not 
science manuals. Rather they aim to teach us 
about sin, death, and our salvation. The 
Scriptures use observable truths to teach 
spiritual truths. The context will help us know 
what is meant. There is always a point. In this 
case Peter is contrasting perishable with the 
imperishable. Compare 2 Peter 3:10 to better 
understand what Peter means by saying even 
something as precious as gold cannot last.  
Can you think of  some other times it seems 
like the Bible makes an inaccurate statement 
about science but is actually using what we 
observe to make a true spiritual point? 

 
Easier Said than Done! 

Peter isn’t writing from some high throne 
asking believers to pick themselves up. He 
himself suffered and would even end up dy-
ing as he suffered for Christ. He had to find 
strength and joy from Christ even when all 
else failed. Read Acts 5:40-42 to better ap-
preciate how he practiced what he preached. 
 
Who Gets the Praise, Glory, and Honor? 

(1 Pt 1:7) 

 Is it for believers? 

 Is it for God alone? 

 Is it both God and his people?  
Compare with 1 Pt 1:9, 1:12, 4:11, 5:4,5:10-
11, Mt 5:11-12,16,Rev 4:10-11. 
 
 

The Trinity 
Find the two persons of the Triune God men-
tioned near the end of  this portion of the 
letter. How does Peter expound on their role 
in our salvation which he mentioned at the 
start of the letter? 
 
 

“Sufferings of the Christ  
and glories that followed.”  

Share some places in Scripture which we can 
search and study with great care to look into 
these topics.   

1 PETER 1:1-12  
PROPHESIED SUFFERING AND GLORY 


