
Read Acts 17:5-10 One aspect of Paul’s message 
stuck in the minds of his opponents as key.  
Identify that teaching.  What might our 
community “accuse” us of harping on too much 
for their liking?  Is this a good or bad thing to be 
associated with as our core teaching? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brainstorm: Talk about some ways that we can 
make this same important doctrine what our 
opponents (and friends) identify us with. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the following topics below will be explored 
in these letters. Pick three of them and share what 
answers you anticipate we might discover. 

 

A. What forms the basis for a new mission start? 

B. What keeps a new congregation focused and 
strong in faith? 

C. How is a congregation able to take root in a 
short time?  

D. What helps a congregation stay rooted even 
when there is persecution? 

E. How does being physically unable to visit one 
another affect pastor and flock? 

F. What occasions call for extra 
encouragement? 

G. What will we see arise in the visible church 
during the End Times? 

H. How should a Christian occupy their time? 

 
Discuss why is it always a good time for a new 
mission start. How might the challenges a new 
mission faces prove to be blessings in the end? 
 
 
List several godly things in your sphere of influence 
which you know need encouragement and come up 
with ways of offering that encouragement. 
 

 
 

►Introduction 
1 Th 1 Thanksgiving for Faith, Hope, Love 
1 Th 2 Integrity of Paul’s Ministry 
1 Th 3 An Encouraging Report 
1 Th 4a Sexual Purity & Christian Vocation 
1 Th 4b The Resurrection of the Dead 
1 Th 5a Ready for Christ’s Return 
1 Th 5b Closing Encouragements 
2 Th 1 Christ’s Return as Judge 
2 Th 2a The Man of Lawlessness 
2 Th 2b-3a Hold Fast to the Gospel 
2 Th 3 Christian Vocation 

 
 

Apart from Galatians, these are the earliest letters 
we have from the apostle Paul. They were written 
around 50-51AD and are unanimously attributed 
to Paul by the early church. Irenaeus (c. 180) 
quotes 1 Thessalonians by name. Both letters are 
listed in the canon of Marcion (c. 140) and 
Muratori (c. 175). They were known by the church 
fathers, Ignatius (c. 140), Justin, Polycarp (c. 100). 
Read 1 Th 5:27 to get an idea of how these letters 
circulated and spread to us today. Read 1 Th 2:13 
and discuss why this letter is still important for us 
to read today. 

 



When is a time in your life when you greatly 
needed encouragement? Paul speaks about 
encouragement in his two short letters to the 
Thessalonians more than ten times. That’s more 
than any other New Testament letter. The 
congregation faced persecution when it was very 
young, but mutual encouragement in the gospel 
kept them strong. The believers encouraged Paul 
as they remained in faith, hope, and love. 
 
Read the following verses about how God offers 
encouragement and discuss how we find the 
same type of encouragement today. 
 
Encouragement: 

1 Th 2:11-12 (from a “father”) 

1 Th 3:2 (in-person) 

1 Th 3:7 (for a pastor) 

1 Th 4:18 (during loss and sadness) 

1 Th 5:11 (don’t quit) 

1 Th 5:15 (the disheartened) 

2 Th 1:3-4,11 (thanksgiving, boasting, prayer) 

2 Th 2:16-17 (for sanctification) 

Which type of encouragement is needed most by 
people around you today? 

 
 
 
 
 

What would you do to start a new church? Read Acts 
17:1-4. Paul had less than a month to work at 
Thessalonica. But he made the most use of his time.  
Describe Paul’s method of evangelism, his message, 
and the makeup of his new congregation in 
Thessalonica.  
 
Find at least three of the five core truths/mantras of 
Lutheran ministry found in Paul’s early days in 
Thessalonica: 
 

1) Grace Alone 

2) Faith Alone 

3) Scripture Alone 

4) Christ Alone 

5) Glory to God Alone 

 

 

 

Which of these 5 mantras do you see most clearly in 
your church?  Which one would we do well to 
emphasize even more? 

 

 
 
 
 
 

What experience do you have with a new mission 
effort?  Do you know how the effort was funded? 
Read Acts 16:40. Recall what had happened to 
Paul and his companions at their previous city, 
Philippi.  What encourages missionaries as they 
set out into a new field? 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul worked hard to share the gospel without 
charge to the new congregation in Thessalonica. 
(2 Th 2:9) What else aided Paul in his ministry? 
(cf. Philippians 4:17)  
 
 
 
 
 
Compare this new mission support to how our 
church body goes about with new mission starts 
in a new field of ministry.  List some of the 
blessings and challenges that come with various 
means of funding those efforts. 
 
 
Funding blessings: 
 
 
 
Funding challenges: 
 

 
 



Who has made some of the biggest impact on 
your faith in your life? Read 1 Th 1:7-10. Describe 
what the Thessalonian believers did for the 
spread of the gospel after coming to faith. 
 
 
 
Agree or Disagree: “When it comes to evangelism 
actions speak louder than words.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul says the Lord’s message “rang out” as the 
faith of the Thessalonians became known 
everywhere. Read the following description of 
their life and witness from Paul and explain how a 
faith can “ring out” without having to shout.   
 

“You do love all of God’s family throughout 
Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, 
to do so more and more, and to make it your 
ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your 
own business and work with your hands, just as we 
told you, so that your daily life may win the respect 
of outsiders.” (1 Th 4:10–12) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain: “The Christian life is filled with 
immediate and abundant faith, hope, and love.  It 
is overflowing with joy. But it really subsides in 
patient waiting.” 

Scan through 1 Th 1 and relate what it teaches us 
about the following topics: 

 

➢ Prayer 

 

➢ Conversion 

 

➢ The power of the gospel 

 

➢ The Trinity 

 

➢ Evangelism 

 

➢ The Person of Jesus 

 

➢ The Work of Jesus  

 

➢ God’s judgment on sin 

 

➢ God’s grace for us 

Which doctrine would you like to see emphasized 
more in our congregation’s life? 

What did you find most encouraging in this opening 
part of the letter?   

 
 

Introduction 

►1 Th 1 Thanksgiving for Faith, Hope, Love 
1 Th 2 Integrity of Paul’s Ministry 
1 Th 3 An Encouraging Report 
1 Th 4a Sexual Purity & Christian Vocation 
1 Th 4b The Resurrection of the Dead 
1 Th 5a Ready for Christ’s Return 
1 Th 5b Closing Encouragements 
2 Th 1 Christ’s Return as Judge 
2 Th 2a The Man of Lawlessness 
2 Th 2b-3a Hold Fast to the Gospel 
2 Th 3 Christian Vocation 

 
 

Recall that Paul, Silas, and Timothy had to leave 
Thessalonica (Paul’s 2nd missionary journey 50-
51AD) They believers sent them away for their 
own safety.  Paul spent a little time in Berea and 
Athens and then moved on to Corinth where he 
stayed for around 18 months.  He wrote from 
Corinth after receiving a return report from 
Timothy. Scan through and evaluate the tone of 
the opening chapter. Use this chapter to describe 
what the situation was like for the Thessalonian 
Christians. 



What do you tend to focus on when something 
does happen the way you might have planned? 
Read 1 Th 1:1-3. Paul could have focused on all 
the opponents of the gospel and how he had 
been driven away from Thessalonica. But he 
begins with thanksgiving to God.  List three things 
he is thankful for.   
- 
- 
- 
 
Sometimes we might fall into the temptation to 
focus on the evil around us instead of how God 
works his good purpose despite the opposition to 
the gospel.  Explain how a congregation that is 
facing difficulty can focus on the fruits of the 
gospel instead of the setbacks.   
 
 
 
 
Make a list of at least three things you can thank 
God for in your congregation despite whatever 
challenges it has faces. 
 
 
 
1) 
 
 
2) 
 
 
3) 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul began by preaching to the Jews in the synagogue 
in Thessalonica. He led them to faith in Jesus as the 
Christ.  He also reached many non-Jews. “Some of the 
Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did 
a large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few 
prominent women.” (Acts 17:4) Read 1 Th 1:4-5a and 
list at least two of the reasons listed for their newly 
found faith in Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Compare your answer above with what Paul writes in 
Romans 1:16, 1 Th 5:19, 2 Th 2:13-14. How can 
putting the emphasis on these two truths about 
conversion encourage the evangelist in their work? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you known any Christians who displayed joy 
in the midst of suffering? The Thessaonian 
Christians had a reputation for joy even while 
facing severe sufferings. Recall the cause of much 
of their sufering. Read 1 Thes 5b-11. Paul credits 
that joy in the face of suffering as the working of 
the Holy Spirit. What does the Holy Spirit use to 
kindle that joy in our lives? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify some forms of suffering Christians face 
today. What are you the most likely to face in the 
near future? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain how welcoming the gospel message “in 
the midst of severe sufering” makes us “imitators 
of the apostles and of the Lord.” 

 
 
 



 


