
Post Frame Building 
Planning Guide
Tips & suggestions to help you plan and get the most 
from your investment in a new post frame building.



The questions in this quick planning guide were created by Greiner Buildings to help you save 
time and money. You won’t necessarily need to know the answer to each question in this guide, 
and a Greiner representative would be happy to help.

But if you understand your options, you’ll be able to make more informed decisions and avoid 
some common mistakes that can end up adding cost and time to your build.

What is the primary purpose of the building? Any secondary uses?

Building size (length, width, height)? Consider the width and height of the largest item(s) 
you’ll store in the building. Will you need additional space for work/hobby activities in addi-
tion to storage?

Require space or rooms for workshop, ventilation for paint booth, etc.?

Number, sizes and types of doors and windows? Will vehicles be backed in/out or would 
you like to be able to drive through the building?

Any activities that will require specific features like bathrooms, sinks or other plumbing, 
electrical and HVAC?

Concrete floors, drains, support for heavy loads?

Will your space and size requirements change over time? If so, consider options for building 
larger now or with the ability to add-on or expand later.

Receive a 1% rebate when your 
job-site is properly prepared 
before construction starts.

Getting Started

Purpose of Building

(888) 466-4139 | greinerbuildings.com | Des Moines, IA | Washington, IA | Kewanee, IL | Minonk, IL



Where will the building be located on the property?

Consider sharing your property’s plat map that shows the land’s size, boundary locations, 
nearby streets, flood zones, and any easements or rights of way.

Is there an existing structure that needs to be demolished?

Who will prep the construction site? Site needs to be flat and level within +/- 2 inches 
(maximum 4-inch variation) and extend to provide at least a 10-foot workspace around 
perimeter o the building roof line.

Does the terrain offer good drainage away from the proposed building?

Are there any septic lines to be avoided by heavy trucks and machinery?

Are there any physical barriers that equipment and crew access will need to consider, 
including gas, electrical, septic, trees, overhead power lines, utilities, etc.)?

Job-site Rebate: Ask a Greiner representative how you can receive a 1% rebate when your 
job-site is properly prepared before building construction starts.

Do you currently own the land where the building will be built?

Have you met with any banks/lending institutions regarding any necessary financing?

Have you been pre-approved for a loan?
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Budget & Financing

Site Selection & PREP



What are the required setbacks from streets, property lines, existing structures, septic 
systems, etc.?

What building code(s) and permit(s) will be applicable to this building?

Have you contacted local planning and zoning office or local building inspector?

Is there a Home Owners Association (HOA) to consider?

Agricultural exemptions?

Are there any building height restrictions?

This isn’t meant to be an exhaustive list because the options are endless. But having a basic idea 
about what features you’re interested in can make the planning process faster, smoother and 
ensure you don’t overlook anything. A short list of possible features/accessories:

Doors & Windows (numbers & types)
Insulation
Shutters
Skylights
Concrete thickness & Finishes
Frost Walls
Heated Floors
Wainscoting
Metal
Paints & Finishes
Electrical/Plumbing/HVAC
Interior Walls & Finishes
Awnings

Colors (interior & exterior)
Cupolas
Eaves Trim
Exhaust Fans
Fascia
Gable Vents
Overhangs w/ Soffit & Gutter
Post Protectors
Rat Guards
Ridge Vents
Stalls/Interior Walls
Vented Closures
Ornamental Touches (weathervane)
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Building Codes & Permits

Building Features



Consider a builder accredited by the National Frame Building Association (NFBA). The 
NFBA provides builders with ongoing continuing education to keep them informed of 
best practices.

Ask your builder for a certificate of insurance verifying coverage for workers compensation 
and general liability insurance. A copy of the certificate is issued by the builder’s insurance 
agent at no cost to you or to the builder.

Call the Better Business Bureau to learn of any complaints lodged about the builder(s) you 
are considering.

Get an estimate in writing and review it with your builder. A rushed quote based on 
cursory discussion often results in a building that comes up short and leaves you cursing.

Ask for references. A professional builder will be glad to offer references from satisfied 
customers.

Ask about and understand warranties related to both work and building materials.
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Choosing the Right Builder
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Notes


