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2018 has been a challenging year for many of us.  People we care about have moved away and we 

have had to say goodbye.  Tears of grief have been shed for those whose earthly journey has come to an end.  
We survived Hurricane Florence and still are very much recovering emotionally and physically.  The November 
elections reminded us just how divided we are as a country.  As a result I have heard it said many times:  “I 
sure will be glad when 2018 is over!” 
 

 I get it.  I really do.  I am probably guilty of thinking the same way.  However, of late, I am becoming 
more aware of just how quickly time in this world passes.  Perhaps this is a result of the challenges of this past 
year.  Perhaps it is a result of my increasing age.  I don’t know.  What I do know is each day, regardless of 
the circumstances, is precious.   Unfortunately we sometimes lose sight of this as we get mired down in worry 
and anxiety over the details of life.  

 

I was reminded of this a few years back in a conversation I had with a gentleman well into his eighties.  
I learned that like most of us he would often get so focused on something small that he would lose sight of the 
bigger picture.  He would worry endlessly about the slightest of slights.  He spent so much energy on 
managing and controlling his life that he often felt exhausted by life itself.  Finally with age and having learned 
a few life lessons the hard way he came to a realization.  He said, “We all need to learn to stop sweating the 
small things because at the end you realize they never really mattered.  Love God.  Hold your family close.  
Treat one another with respect.”     

 

Hurricane Florence reminded me of this lesson.  The storm forced many of us to immediately let go of 
those things in our lives that are akin to gnats that will not go away.  We focused instead on taking care of our 
family, our neighbors, and were quick to reach out to a stranger in need.  We found ourselves gratefully 
worshipping together and made time to pray.  We came together as a community in countless inspirational 
ways.  As horrible as the storm was, it did refocus our priorities.  We were forced to focus our energies 
towards those things that really mattered and to let go of everything else that didn’t.       

 

As we begin to rebuild and settle back into our old trusted routines, I can’t help wondering if now is not 
the perfect opportunity to embrace a new perspective.  What might it look like if we all purposefully chose to 
let go of things that truly don’t matter and to embrace what does?   

 

Personally I am going to take a cue from my wise old friend.  In 2019 I’m going to seek to stop 
sweating the little things.  I’m going to hold those I care about a little closer.  I’m going to seek to be an 
agent of grace and kindness in my home, at church, and in our community.  I am going to strive for a deeper 
relationship with my Lord.  In other words I am going to strive to treasure each day for the priceless gift it is 
and give God the thanks for everyone he gives me.  I invite you to do the same!    
  

May God bless us all! 

        Ben   



 

 
 

2018 Financial Report: NOVEMBER 

Receipts:   

General Fund  $      13,972.34  
Building Fund  $         415.00  
Capital Improvement 
Memorial   
Capital Improvement 
Projects  $     51,000.00  
Wash Fund  $              -   
Non Budget Fund  $      7,587.30  
    
Year-to-Date Receipts:   
General Fund  $    185,664.99  
Building Fund  $      1,538.00  
Capital Improvement 
Memorial   
Capital Improvement 
Projects  $     51,000.00  
Wash Fund  $      1,123.00  
Non Budget Fund  $     33,088.35  
   
Disbursements:   
General Fund    
Building Fund  $     17,275.72  
Wash Fund   
Non Budget Fund    
   $      6,898.09  
Year-to-Date 
Disbursements:   
General Fund   
Building Fund  $    195,480.88  
Wash Fund  $     11,346.00  
Non Budget Fund  $      1,022.58  
   $     33,198.14  
Checking Account:   
General Fund/WashFund   
Non Budget Fund   $     16,321.31  
   $     19,807.86  
Money Market   
General Fund    
Building Fund   $    133,817.04  
Capital Improvement 
Memorials  $     (2,283.31) 
Capital Improvement 
Projects   
Interest   $     51,000.00  
Total   $         23.23  
  131,556.96 
Certificate of Deposit   
2.27% Interest, Renewed 
6/16,5/17,5/22/18 
   $    100,000.00  
Average Attendance   
YTD Average Attendance 134 
 137 

THANK YOU!!! 

 
Thank you all for your yearlong contribution to 
the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry.  
Your donations allowed us to purchase boxes 
along with soccer balls and pumps, and your 
purchases enabled us to fill the boxes to the brim.  
The handmade hats and bags were awesome and 
such a special addition to each box.  

 

Your delicious soups and decadent desserts 
helped make our fundraising a huge success, and 
we raised enough money to ship all of the boxes.  
We celebrated all of your efforts and generosity 
with a packing party, and your participation made 
that go smoothly and fun! 

 

As we prepare for the next year of this ministry, 
please join me in supporting Erika Smith, our 
director of youth, as she has agreed to spearhead 
this project with our youth.  I know we will have 
another wonderful year.   
 

Our 2019 Goal is 185 boxes. 
 

Below is a list of the items we will collect each 
month.  If you would prefer to make a donation, 
we will be glad to purchase the items for you. You 
may not see some of the items you normally see 
like washcloths.  That is because we have 
enough left over from this year’s donations to fill 
the boxes for next year.   

 

January:    Gloves 
February:    Hats 
March:    Soap 
April:    Toothbrush Holders 
May:     Combs 
June:   Donations for Soccer Balls 

that we order in bulk 
July:     Donations for pumps that  

we order in bulk 
August:   Pencils, Pencil Sharpeners,  

Small writing tablets 
September:   Sewing Kits 
October:   Sewing Kits   

 
IMPORTANT DATES IN 2019: 

 

November 3rd  Soup & Sandwich  
Fundraising Lunch 

 

November 10th   Packing Party 
 

Blessings and Love to you all, 
Suzanne Burrows 



 

 
 

 

 
FUTURE Hope Mission Dinner dates: 

 
We have planned ahead for the next year!  The 
future Hope Mission Dinner dates are:  March 

23, June 23, September 21, and December 
21.  There will be sign-up sheets in the narthex 
as the dates get closer.  We need people to help 
prepare the meal, and people to help serve the 
meal at the Hope Mission.  Ann Swann is the 
point of contact!  Thank you for helping this 

rewarding mission!  
 

 
 
 
 

BackPack Friends provides nutritional meals 
and snacks to children who may need a little 

extra over the weekend.   
 

BackPack Friends needs your help!   
 

The number of children in need is growing on a 
daily basis.  Now in its eighth year, BackPack  

Friends delivers 475 backpacks of food to 
children in 14 schools throughout Carteret, 
Onslow and Jones counties each week; all 
packed by caring volunteers with 100% 

donated food supplies at an annual cost of over 
$100,000. 

 

Here is how you can help: 
Volunteer- Come to the Food Storage 

Warehouse to help pack backpacks or help 
deliver them to the schools. 

Sponsorship - Help a child become part of the 
BackPack Friends program through a monetary 

donation. 
 

1 year..........$300 
1 semester...$150 
1 month........$40 

 

Please contact Mandy Tramell at 717-875-4769 
with questions. 

 

Or 
 

More information is available for volunteer 
opportunities or sponsorship online at 

CCBC/BackPack Friends or by contacting 
the BackPack Friends Coordinator at 

810-348-5557. 

WINTER/SPRING BIBLE STUDY 

 
 
 

 
 

 

You are invited to be part of our new 
winter/spring BIBLE STUDY, beginning 

Tuesday, 8 January 2019, 10am Fellowship 
Hall. We will be studying  Dr. David 

Jeremiah's "THE GOD YOU MAY NOT KNOW" 
Come take the journey from knowing 

"about" God to actually "knowing" God in this 
12 week study. All are welcome. For further 
information or to register, please call Joyce 
Brogdon 252-393-8839 or the Church office 

252-393-8462  
 

 
    

 
 

ANGEL TREE 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the Angel Tree this year:  from setting up 
the trees, to purchasing gifts, to delivering 

them to the schools.  Thank you all for 
helping make a child’s Christmas a little bit 

brighter! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE – 

MONDAY, JANUARY 14TH    

 
Articles for the February 2019 issue of the 
newsletter need to be submitted Monday, 

January 14th. Newsletters will be distributed on 
Sunday, January 27th.  Please bring any 

articles you wish to have included to the church 
office, or email them to 

capecarteretpres@gmail.com 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
2018 FLOWER CHART 

 

The 2018 Flower Chart can currently be found in 
the narthex.  Please sign up if you would like to 

place flowers in the sanctuary on a particular 
Sunday morning, or if you would like to make a 
donation in lieu of flowers.  Please specify 

flowers vs. donation, and to whom you 

would like it in memory/honor of.   
 

If you are making a donation in lieu of flowers, 
please also specify to which fund (General or 

Building) you would like to have your donation 
applied to.   

 
If you are placing real flowers, the church 

office will place the order.  If there is 
anything specific you would like (colors/flowers), 
you may call Through the Looking Glass as your 
date approaches, and place your request.  The 

florist will bill you directly.  You may take 
your flowers home with you after worship on 

Sunday!    
 

Thank you in advance. 
 

 
We are looking for folks who can pick up flowers 
following service each Sunday and deliver them 
to homebound or shut-in members or friends of 
the church.  If you are interested in serving in 

this way, please contact Joli Brooks at 
joli.brooks@gmail.com, or call or text 

910-340-4713.  Thank you! 
 

  MEN OF THE CHURCH 
 

The Men of the Church keep staying busy. 
Wednesday, January 9th at 6:00 p.m. will be 

oysters at Archie's.  Mark your calendar today for 
the Sweetheart Banquet on Friday, February 

8th.  Junior and Friends have graciously agreed 
to perform again, as well as a cameo from our 

very own Frank Reich of the Embers. Starting in 
March, the MOC will be meeting Saturday 

mornings. First meeting is Saturday, March 9th. 
New members are very welcome to join for fun, 

food, and fellowship. 

 

  
BIRTHDAYS 

 
03   Lacey Ackerson     23 Kathryn Ackerson 
11   Hannah Brown      23  Larry Harbolt 
14   David Hollifield      24  Sara Williams 
15   Greg Antonelli      24  Winston Mangus  
15   Lynda Capps      24  Larry Smith 
19   Mae Leo      27  Emmett Jones 
20   Bob Blaylock      29  Katie Wood 
22   Thumper Swann   31  Jannie Stewart 
 
 

  

Frank & Niki Reich   1/01/80 
Christopher & Lydia DeMars 1/05 
Dave & Vera Fellows  1/23/82 

 
 

 
 

JANUARY LUNCHEON – 

CANCELLED 

 
The January 6, 2019 Fellowship Lunch has been 
cancelled as we do not have a host for the 
event.  The Congregational Care Team (CCT) will 
be meeting on January 27, 2018 immediately 
following the church service in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Our priority at this meeting will be to 
brainstorm ways that we can improve the 
Fellowship Lunch process.  There are 5 main 
steps to having a successful lunch and they are 
(1) Planning the lunch; (2) Setting up the 
Fellowship Hall for the lunch; (3) Receiving the 
food for the lunch; (4) Setting the food out for the 
lunch; and (5) Cleaning up after the lunch.  If 
you have ideas on how we can improve the 
process, please plan to attend the CCT meeting 
on January 27, 2018. 


