
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

  

 

CAPE CARTERET 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

100 YAUPON DRIVE 

CAPE CARTERET, NC 28584 

252-393-8462 

 APRIL 2019 

 

I have many fond memories of Easter growing up.  Easter Sunday meant new clothes, a basket 
full of goodies, egg hunts, a large family meal, and a full church.  There was a palpable sense that Easter Sunday 
was somehow a little more special than others.  As I grew older I began to understand that Easter was about more 
than chocolate bunnies but rather a time in the church year when we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus.  The 
rising sounds of “Christ the Lord is risen today!  Al-le-lu-ia!” still resonates in my memory.  

 

 In Sunday school and from the pulpit I was taught that in order to celebrate the fullness of Easter we must 
first deeply consider the cost Jesus paid.  In other words we can’t get to Easter except through the cross.  While 
I completely understand the importance of the cross the question I have struggled with over the years is what does 
it actually mean when we say, “Jesus died for our sins”?  It wasn’t until seminary that I learned that many others 
have also struggled with this question.  Historically speaking this question has been answered in various ways.  
Ways, I will add, that were accepted as doctrine of the church at that time.   
 

One of the earliest ideas was known as the “ransom theory.”  This 3rd century theological position 
originated with Origen (considered by many as the most brilliant theologian of the early church).  The ransom 
theory posed that Jesus’ death on the cross was the price required for our forgiveness, and it was paid to the devil 
instead of God.  This theory was accepted because in part it gave people someone to blame for Jesus’ death.  The 
problem, however, was that it also gave the devil power over God.  

 

In the 11th century, Anselm of Canterbury, wrote a paper entitled Why Did God Become Human? One 
current theologian described the paper as the “most unfortunate successful piece of theology ever written.”  
Working within the social construct of his day (the medieval code of feudal honor and shame), Anselm argued a 
“satisfaction theory of atonement”.  His theory was that a price needed “to be paid to restore God’s honor, and it 
needed to be paid to God the Father by one who was equally divine.”  Jesus paid the price by his death on the 
cross thereby satisfying the need for God’s honor to be restored.  

  

The deeply unfortunate result of this theory is that it created a culture in which God was reduced to “an 
authority figure who was angry, punitive, and required violence to be satisfied.”  You can see how such an idea 
would quickly result in Christians being fearful and even resentful of God.  There was theological push back to this 
theory, but unfortunately it become the prevailing thought of its time and was accepted throughout the Church for 
centuries.   

 

The 16th century and the growing Reformed movement brought wholesale change to both the practice and 
the theology of the Church.  The Catholics and the Protestants parted ways, yet “atonement theory” persisted in 
both branches of Christendom.  Atonement theory shifted along with many other “sacred doctrines”.  The 
accepted belief became known as the “penal substitutionary atonement theory.”  

 

Simply put:  this theory contends that “Christ, by his own sacrificial choice, was punished in the place of 
humans, thus satisfying the demands of justice so that God could forgive our sins.”  I am guessing this sounds 
familiar to most of us. This theory was certainly what I was taught, and it is even what I have preached. The 
emphasis now lay on punishment rather than satisfaction.             
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 Like all theories it has it pros and cons.  It does 
explain why Jesus had to die.  We are indeed 
sinners.  The father of Presbyterianism, John 
Calvin. described our nature as “utterly depraved”.  
This theory also offers the promise of God’s 
forgiveness through Jesus taking the punishment 
that is rightfully ours.  However, this theory also 
has its problems.  On the most basic level it 
teaches us that before God can love us, a violent act 
of sacrifice is required.  It reduces Jesus’ death on 
the cross as the only defining moment that matters.  
Though it may not be intentional – his life and his 
teachings become secondary.  Some have said, if 
this theory is true, “all we needed were the last 
three days or even three hours of Jesus’ life.”  

 

Earlier I wrote that I have struggled with 
what it means to believe that “Jesus died for our 
sins.”  Just so it is crystal clear … I believe that 
Jesus died on the cross.  I believe that his death 
has extraordinary meaning and extraordinary 
implications for me and for this world.  I believe 
that through Jesus I am the recipient of God’s 
grace, mercy, and forgiveness.  But I cannot 
accept that his death can be reduced to a theory 
that asserts he must die in order for God to love me.   

 

About ten years ago I was introduced to the 
writings of a modern day theologian and Franciscan 
monk by the name of Father Richard Rohr.  
Through him I also discovered an alternative way of 
looking at Jesus’ death on the cross.  Interestingly 
enough it was the Franciscans who pushed back 
against Anselm in the 11th century when the current 
atonement theory began to take shape. 

 

The Franciscan belief is that the cross was a 
“freely chosen revelation of love on God’s part.”  In 
other words God made the choice to reverse the 
ways of this world.  The prevailing religious view 
up to Jesus’ death was that humans had to spill 
blood to get to a distant and demanding God.  
Jesus’ death is God spilling blood to reach out to us.  
To quote Father Rohr:  “Instead of being a 
theological transaction, the crucifixion was a 
dramatic demonstration of God’s outpouring love, 
meant to utterly shock the heart and mind and turn 
it back toward trust and love of the Creator.  God 
did not need to be paid in order to love and forgive.  
Love cannot be bought by some necessary sacrifice.  
If forgiveness needs to be bought and paid for, then 
it is not authentic forgiveness at all.  Love and 
forgiveness must be freely given or they do not 
accomplish their deeply transformative healing.”   

 

  
To be clear this is a theory. It may be 

considered doctrine by the Franciscans, but it is 
theology in process as is all theology really.  It is 
also important to understand that “penal 
substitutionary atonement theory” is also still a 
theory.   

 

Why this theological history lesson three 
weeks from Easter Sunday?  As we head towards 
Holy Week and remember the triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, the last meal in the upper room, the 
suffering of Jesus on the cross, and his glorious 
resurrection of the grave … it is important that we 
take time to truly reflect on why Jesus died for our 
sins.  It is important that we consider what it is we 
believe and why.  It is important that we 
understand that the cross and resurrection are 
more than one time events but an act of sacrificial 
love that has the power to transform our lives and 
our world if we but let it.  

 

I close with one final thought.  Any parent 
will tell you that fear of punishment only gets you so 
far.  Love, however, love is everything!   

     
  Easter blessings my friends,  

  Ben   

    

 

 
     HOLY WEEK EVENTS     

 
Palm Sunday – Sunday, April 14, Easter Egg Hunt 
during Sunday School hour for children ages through 
12.  Please bring a basket or bag for your eggs and 
join us in the Educational Building to start off our egg 
hunt.   

 

Maundy Thursday – April 18, 7:00 p.m. with 
communion, if nursery is needed, please contact the 
church office.  

 

Easter Sunday – April 21 
 

  Sunrise Service – We will be having an Easter   
  Sunrise Service details will be announced shortly.  
  Watch your bulletins for more info!    
     

  Easter Service 11:00 am – Our regular morning   
  worship service will begin at 11:00 am.  As we  
  prepare to celebrate our Lord’s resurrection, let it fill  
  your hearts and minds with peace and joy. 
 

  Sunday School – There will be no Sunday School  
  for any ages on Easter. Classes will resume on  
  Sunday, April 28th for all ages. 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 ON PALM SUNDAY – APRIL14 

 
There will be an Easter Egg hunt on Palm Sunday, 
Apirl 14th, during Sunday School Hours for children 

to age 12.  Older kids will be hiding the eggs.  
Don’t forget to bring something to put your eggs in 

(a basket, a bag, etc).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Financial Report: 
JANUARY  FEBRUARY 

Receipts: 

General Fund  $ 19,745.20 $ 16,556.32 

Building Fund  $ 200.00 $ 140.00 

Capital Improvement Projects $ 50,190.00 $ 250.00 

Wash Fund $ - $ 830.35 

Non Budget Fund $ 2,267.47 $ 1,072.48 

Year-to-Date Receipts: 

General Fund $ 19,745.20 $ 36,301.52 

Building Fund $ 200.00 $ 340.00 

Capital Improvement Projects $ 50,190.00 $ 50,440.00 

Wash Fund $ - $ 830.35 

Non Budget Fund $ 2,267.47 $ 3,339.95 

Disbursements: 

General Fund  $ 17,122.71 $ 16,768.82 

Building Fund $ - 

Capital Improvement Projects $ 99,380.98 

Wash Fund $ - $ 830.35 

Non Budget Fund  $ 2,067.49 $ 2,935.60 

Year-to-Date 
Disbursements: 

General Fund $ 17,122.71 $ 33,891.53 

Building Fund $ - $ - 

Capital Improvement Projects $ 99,380.98 $ 99,380.98 

Wash Fund $ - $ 830.35 

Non Budget Fund $ 2,067.49 $ 5,003.09 

Checking Account: 

General Fund/WashFund $ 18,456.82 $ 17,731.92 

Non Budget Fund  $ 18,619.64 $ 19,602.69 

Money Market 

General Fund  $ 62,887.48 $ 62,883.07 

Building Fund  $ 200.00 $ 352.45 

Capital Improvement Projects $ 1,809.02 $ 2,059.02 

Interest  $ 16.86 $ 12.45 

Total  $ 64,879.64 $ 65,282.09 

Certificate of Deposit 

2.27% Interest, Renewed 
6/16,5/17,5/22/18 $ 100,000.00 $ 100,000.00 

Average Attendance $ 119 138 

YTD Average Attendance $ 119 129 

 

   
 

It’s that time of year again and we are really 
excited.  For all of our new members and church 
family, it’s almost Bake Sale time.  It is time to 
start thinking about what you can prepare!  We 

need cookies, cakes, pies, brownies, breads, 
muffins, or use your imagination and surprise us!  
Or if you can come help us we would appreciate it! 

 

Thank you and see you in May! 
 

 

APRIL 21, 2019  

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

If there is any child that is interested in being an 
Acolyte and is in 3rd - 8th grade, please see Erika 

Smith or contact her at 
erikalsmith17@gmail.com.  We would love to have 

more young ones participate! 
 

March - Michael Sypsomos 
 

April - Madisen Sales 
 

May - Aiden Martin 
 

June 2nd & 9th - Michael Sypsomos 
 

June 16th, 23rd & 30th - Aiden Martin 
 

July - Madisen Sales 
 

August 4th & 11th - Aiden Martin 
 

August 18th & 25th - Michael Sypsomos 
 

September - Michael Sypsomos 
 

October - Madisen Sales 
 

November - Aiden Martin 
 

December - Michael Sypsomos 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 

MEN OF THE CHURCH 

   APRIL 13th – 8::00 am 

 
The Men of the Church are now meeting on the 2nd 

Saturday morning of the month at 8:00 a.m.   
We hope you will come out and join us for some 

breakfast and fellowship on Saturday, April 13th at 
8:00 am. All men are invited and encouraged to join 

us! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 19th     

 

Articles for the MAY 2019 issue of the newsletter 
need to be submitted FRIDAY APRIL 19th . 

Newsletters will be distributed on Sunday, APRIL 

28th.   Please bring any articles you wish to have 
included to the church office, or email them to  

capecarteretpres@gmail.com 

APRIL 

  

 
1    Heather Molfetto    17   Mark Williams     
6    Helen Giltz     20   RL Willoughby 
9    Dave Fellows     21   Sandy Sloan 
10   Tracy Antonelli     21   John Worrell      
13   Max Brown     23   Maureen Ackerson 
15   Barbara Lemar     25   Betty Butler 
15   Steve Anderson     26   Matt Garman 
16   John Capps     27   Christine Erwin 
17   Helen Holt     27   Debbie Starliper 
17   Carl Gull, III      27   Joey Harbolt 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

 RL & Jenni Willoughby  4/13/68 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

    
 

 The Hem of His Garment is in need of volunteers.  
Please consider the donation of your time! 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 

January:    Gloves 
February:    Hats 
March:    Soap 
April:    Toothbrush Holders 

May:     Combs 
June:   Donations for Soccer Balls 

that we order in bulk 
July:     Donations for pumps that  

we order in bulk 
August:   Pencils, Pencil Sharpeners,  

Small writing tablets 
September:   Sewing Kits 
October:   Sewing Kits  


