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   This past week I was finally able to start doing some yard work at our new house.  I love to work in 
the yard so this was a welcome diversion from painting, unpacking, and rearranging.  My first order of the day 
was to trim all the shrubs and trees around the house.  In the interest of full disclosure, I was using an electric 
trimmer.  Armed with the trimmer, a rake, and a good pair of gloves, I started to work on the front bed of the 
house.   
 

 With the passion of Michelangelo as he carved David out of marble I began to carve boxwoods.  Okay 
that may sound a bit dramatic but there is something deeply satisfying in bringing shape to something 
somewhat shapeless.  Frequently I would step back and take stock of my work.  This would often lead to 
going back in for a snip here and a little shave there.  After raking up the trimmings, I admired my handiwork.  
Michelangelo would have been envious.  Pleased with myself, I took the first break of the day.  
  

In the essence of time let me just recap my Saturday.  The number of breaks I took is embarrassing.  
The fact I only finished the front of the house was discouraging.  And don’t even get me started with the state 
of my back the next morning.  I thought I was going to have to prop myself up on the pulpit to make it through 
the sermon.  Somewhere around 4 in the afternoon, my grand vision of all that I was going to accomplish that 
day came crashing down around me.  Let me put it this way.  It’s a hard pill to swallow when you are forced 
to accept that you can’t work as long or as hard as you used to.   

 

I know I am not alone in feeling this way.  Just last week I was visiting and at one point during the visit 
the other person and I began bemoaning the fact that our minds were one age but our bodies seem to be at 
another.  Her follow up response was that famous quote of Bette Davis.  “Getting old ain’t for sissies!”  My 
response:  “Preach it sister!” 

 

Aging is a natural part of life.  We all understand this on an intellectual as well as physical level.  
However, this doesn’t mean that we always welcome the effects that obviously come along with passing years.  
We fight these effects.  We often ignore them.  Sometimes we simply surrender to them.  Regardless of how 
we respond to them … one thing is clear.  We all must face them! 

 

Over the course of my 20 years in the ministry I have observed how people respond to aging, loss, and 
suffering in many different ways.  However over time it has become clearer to me that those who seem to get 
along better than others have two things in common:  family and faith.  

    

It is remarkable to witness families and friends rally around a loved one as they do everything from fight 
cancer to deal with the difficult decisions surrounding dementia.  I can’t think of a single instance when the 
active presence of family and friends did anything but elevate the person that was sick or suffering.  Notice I 
didn’t say alleviate but elevate.  We can’t escape the effects of aging.  No one can.  But when we are 
surrounded by family and friends who care; when we put our pride down so that others may provide … well 
this can make a tremendous difference.  What I have noticed is that even though someone may be in the 
midst of a heartbreaking situation, something beautiful comes of it as family and friends are drawn closer 
together.  Their relationship … their bonds are made stronger even in the midst of hardship.  I personally 
consider this a blessing from God. 

                    (cont’d) 



 

 
 

(cont’d from pg 1) 
 

Faith is the other key element that I have 
witnessed make a difference.  As Christians we 
believe that faith is a gift from God.  The power 
of faith is no theoretical exercise for me.  I have 
lost track of the number of times I have stood 
alongside those who were struggling with 
declining health but faced it with a depth of faith 
that was inspiring.  I have seen firsthand people 
recover from hurt and loss because they relied on 
their faith in a God who loved them and a God 
who promises to always be there for them.  And 
I have watched people face their own death with 
such peace that I can only contribute this to a 
deep abiding relationship with God.  Faith helps 
us accept the challenges in our lives.  Faith helps 
us endure.  Faith sees us through to the end. 
 

I think the challenge is for us to 
understand just how important friends and faith 
truly are wherever we are today.  It shouldn’t 
take running straight into our limitations to force 
us to understand our need.  The sooner we can 
understand and accept that our lives are better 
when we seek to strengthen our relationships 
with others and with God, the richer our lives will 
become.  “Getting old ain’t for sissies” but it is 
bearable when you have loved ones and God by 
our side! 

Peace, 

Ben 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 
 

 
The Bible Study for Fall 2018 will be David 

Jeremiah’s inspiring message: 
                   
“THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION” 
 
This nine-week course begins on Tuesday, 11 
September 2018 – 6 November 2018. The 
principal morning sessions are held at 10 am in 

the Church Fellowship Hall and a smaller 
afternoon group meets at 12:30 pm at 109 Loma 

Linda Ct. 
 

To register, please sign the sheet in the Narthex 
or call the Church Office 252-393-8462. For more 

information, please call Joyce Brogdon at 
252-393-8839 or email Joyce at 

joybrogdon7@gmail.com 

              

 
 
 

2018 Financial Report: JULY 

Receipts:  

General Fund  $17,478.08 

Building Fund  $420.00 

Wash Fund  $-    

Non Budget Fund $1,441.44 

  

Year-to-Date Receipts:  

General Fund $120,583.46 

Building Fund $7,280.00 

Wash Fund $1,123.00 

Non Budget Fund $24,084.12 

  

Disbursements:  

General Fund  $17,419.17 

Building Fund  

Wash Fund  

Non Budget Fund  $811.39 

  

Year-to-Date Disbursements:  

General Fund $126,675.99 

Building Fund $1,553.00 

Wash Fund $1,022.58 

Non Budget Fund $21,370.09 

  

Checking Account:  

General Fund/Wash Fund $14,605.92 

Non Budget Fund  $18,311.74 

  

Money Market  

General Fund  $86,384.05 

Building Fund  $6,863.64 

Interest  $15.19 

Total  $93,262.88 

  

Certificate of Deposit  

1.5% Interest, Renewed 

6/16,5/17,5/22/18 

$100,000.00 

  

Average Attendance 112 

YTD Average Attendance 134 



 

 
 

 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM 

 
It’s hard to believe but summer is almost over.  
The Congregational Care Team (CCT) is gearing 
up for another busy year.  CCT provides a 
framework of support to members and friends of 
Cape Carteret Presbyterian Church.  We seek to 
support new members, our college age students, 
those in active military service and to nurture and 
care for members through the following 
programs:  

• Knit, Crochet & Pray Ministry – Provides 

knitted and crocheted prayer cloths, 

prayer shawls, and lap blankets 

throughout the year.  Items are given to 

church members/friends and Hospice 

House when a need arises.  In addition, 

we also give prayer cloths to the women’s 

counseling ministry.  Point of contact 

Vera Fellows.   

• Bereavement Committee – Provides 

comfort and support to grieving family 

members by offering to prepare food for 

them at the time of the Memorial Service 

of their deceased love one.  Called by 

Pastor Ben if a need arises. 

• Visitation Ministry – Provides visitation to 

church members/friends who are either in 

their homes, in a nursing facility, or in the 

hospital.  This is done monthly and a list 

of people who want to have visits is 

provided.  Volunteers are needed.  Point 

of Contact, Julie Ingram. 

• Card Ministry - Provides “Thinking of You” 

cards, personal notes or special greetings 

such as birthday or holiday cards to 

church members/friends.  This is done 

monthly and a list of people who want to 

receive cards is provided.  Cards, 

envelopes and stamps are available at the 

church.  Volunteers are needed.  Point 

of Contact, Julie Ingram. 

• College Care Packages – Provides care 

packages of snacks and novelty items to 

college students during exam weeks. 

• Fellowship Luncheons – Provide oversight 

for fellowship gatherings that are held the 

1st Sunday of every month and hosted by 

various church committees. 

• Meet and Greet – Held during June, July, & 

August after the church service on the 2nd 

and 4th Sunday of each month. 

We are always looking for new members to join 
our team.  The next meeting of the 
Congregational Care Team is Sunday, September 
23, 2018 at 12:00 in the Fellowship Hall.  We 
especially need volunteers for the Monthly Card 
Ministry and the Monthly Visitation Ministry for 
2019.  Please contact Julie Ingram, by email at 
jingram2@ec.rr.com, or by phone at 
252.327.2463 if you are interested in joining our 
team or volunteering for the card and visitation 
ministries. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 

 
The next luncheon will be on Sunday, 

September 2nd.  Please bring a delicious dish 
to share and plan on staying to join us for great 

food and fellowship. All are welcome! 

 
 

Upcoming 2018 Luncheon Hosts 
 

 September 2   Worship Committee 
   Faith Formation Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RALLY DAY 

 

All are invited to join us on Sunday, September 
16th at 9:00 am for our annual Rally Day 

breakfast as we begin a new year of growing 
together in Christ.  Following breakfast, we will 

break off into our Sunday School classes. 
 

Fellowship Hall 
Coffee & Conversation  (Adults) 

 
Educational Building 

Upper School   (6th-12th) 
Lower School   (K-5th) 

 



 

 
 

Well, September is here. Children are back 
in school, students in college, days are getting 
shorter, and the temperatures will begin to fall 
slowly soon. The Missions and Outreach 
committee has been getting ready for the season, 
and has a couple dates that can be added to your 
calendar. The “Big Sweep” is a ministry that our 
congregation participates in every October, and 
this year it will be held on October 13th. Last year 
was a great success, with close to 20 volunteers 
participating!  We would love to see you this day 
to help us keep our beaches beautiful and clean. 
November 17th is the date of our second “Mission 
Day”. Last year, over 25 volunteers help make the 
day so fulfilling to not only those families that 
were able to return to their homes after flooding 
from Hurricane Mathew left their homes 
uninhabitable, but also to those giving volunteers 
who helped make it happen. It was a huge step 
for our church, and because of all the volunteers, 
from the ladies who made lunches, those who 
kept the supplies coming on site, to the ones who 
hung insulation, we all made it possible. I hope 
that if you can help in any way, please write this 
day on your calendars. 
     Ann Swann has taken on the task of 
organizing our Hope Mission project. Currently, 
she is working to get more dates for our 
congregation to cook and serve meals at their 
shelter. She is also looking into extending our 
participation to the new women’s shelter as well.  
This is really a rewarding experience that helps 
these men and women get their lives on track. 
     We are starting a campaign to participate 
with the “BackPack Friends” mission, to help in 
the growing problem of school children who do 
not have enough food to eat. Mandy Tramell has 
worked hard to organize several way to volunteer 
to help make a difference in this cause. 
     The Missions and Outreach committee will 
be meeting September 9th, following worship 
service. There will be much to talk about as we 
continue to plan, and organize for the upcoming 
season. As always, our meetings are open to 
everyone and lunch will be provided. If you have, 
or know of a concern in our community, please 
plan to attend our meeting and bring it to our 
attention. You may have the answer to help 
someone who is in need! 
 

Thank you, 
Mark Williams 

 

 
 

As our thoughts turn to autumn, it is time 
to think about our children returning to school.  
Countless children fall short of important nutrition 
needed to be successful with school work.  The 
number of children who do not have enough to 
eat is a growing problem.   
     We, on the Missions and Outreach 
committee, are looking for volunteers to 
participate in the BackPack Friends project.  The 
project was established by Cape Carteret Baptist 
Church eight years ago, and offers a variety of 
opportunities to be involved. Food drives, adopt a 
backpack, sponsorship, and volunteering to help 
fill the backpacks are ways to participate in this 
project.  This is a 100% volunteer organization, 
which provides food to over 350 children in 13 
schools throughout Carteret, Onslow, and Jones 
counties on a weekly basis.   
     You can make a difference in the life of a 
school child!  Contact Mandy Tramell, or attend 
the Missions and Outreach committee meeting on 
September 9th, following worship service, to learn 
more. 

 
Mark Williams 

 

 

 
 

TOM JAGGERS 

JULY 30, 2018 

 
 “And I give unto them eternal life,  

and they shall never perish” 

 

John 10:28 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Hello CCPC Members!! 
 

Let me take a moment to introduce myself, 
especially for those who may not know 

me.  My name is Erika Smith and I am the 
Youth Director at CCPC.  I am married with 
three children (16yr, 11yr, and 20 months!) 
and have been a member of this wonderful 
congregation for almost five years. I have 
volunteered in various aspects within the 

church to include helping as a Sunday School 
teacher, organizing the Hope Mission 

dinners, and working with Suzanne & the 
youth with Operation Christmas Child and 
Souper Bowl Sunday.  Recently, I have felt 
my calling to be with the youth full-time as 

their Youth Leader. 
 

We are excited about the new year and 
looking forward to planning some fun events 
and activities for our youth group!  But first, 
I need YOUR help! I am organizing a small 
committee of those who would be interested 
to help me plan and organize those activities 
for our youth groups.  We currently have 

two youth groups;  our younger youth which 
are grades 3rd - 6th and our older youth 

which are grades 7th - 12th.  I have several 
ideas that I would love our kiddos to be 

involved in, but I am looking for the support 
of my committee to make those ideas 

become a reality! 
 

Please let me know if you are interested in 
helping!!  I am planning our first meeting for 
either the last week in August or the second 

week in September. 
 

I look forward to hearing from you on this 
amazing adventure and hope you will join 

me! 
 

Blessings to you all, 
 

Erika Smith 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

**COMING SOON FROM CCPC'S YOUTH** 

 

Be on the lookout for what our youth will be 
offering in October & November!  They will 
make great gifts and you won't want to miss 

it!!! 

 
 

Meet our new Nursery Attendant…. 

 
Hello my name is Tonia Dean. I am excited to 
start helping in the nursery with the children. 
I have over 15 years of childcare experience 

that includes classroom and in-home 
settings. I hold my Associates Degree in 

Child Studies and my Bachelors Degree in 
Psychology. My husband, son, and I moved 

to NC from MA last year. It has been 
wonderful escaping the cold and snow. No 

more shovels for us! We are enjoying lots of 
family time outside. My son loves the parks, 

the pier, and trails. I welcome the 
opportunity to meet everyone and look 

forward to spending time with the children. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

THE MEN OF THE CHURCH 

The Men of the Church will meet at 6 pm on 
Wednesday, September 12th. All men are 
invited and welcome to attend.  There will 
be food and fellowship.  There is a sign-up 

sheet in the narthex.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

September 21st  

 
Articles for the October 2018 issue of the 
newsletter need to be submitted Friday, 

September 21st. Newsletters will be distributed 
on Sunday, September 30th.  Please bring any 
articles you wish to have included to the church 

office, or email them to 
capecarteretpres@gmail.com 

 



 

 
 

…NEWSLETTER CHANGES… 

 

The past couple months, we have informed you 
that beginning in January 2019, we will be 
changing the way the newsletter is distributed.   
 
We will continue to email the newsletter each 
month.  If you are already on our mailing list, 
you do not need to do anything.  
 

• If you are not receiving it via email at this 
time, please contact the church office at  
capecarteretpres@gmail.com or 
252-393-8462 to be added to the list.   

• There are sign-up sheets in the narthex 
for your convenience.  

 
The monthly newsletters will continue to be 
available for viewing on the church website.  
Simply go to our website, 
http://www.capecarteretpresbyterianchurch.org/ 
click on the I’M NEW tab, then NEWSLETTER 
 
Paper copies of the newsletter will no longer be 
printed UNLESS requested.  We will be building 
the paper mailing list from scratch, so should you 
wish to receive a paper copy, you need to contact 
the church office in order to do so. (This includes 
the out of town mailing list as well…if you wish to 
continue receiving, you need to contact the office 
to make arrangements) 
 
After doing a cost analysis, by going primarily 
paperless the church will be saving a significant 
amount of money by going in this direction.   
 
Thank you for your understanding.  
 

Preschool/Nursery   (under 6) 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 

September:    Sewing Kits 
 

October:    Toothbrushes & holders 
 

November:   Fundraising for postage 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 The church office will be closed on Monday, 
September 3rd in observance of Labor Day  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 
 

 

 

 
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS   

        

1    Van Riggs 
4    Irene Hartsog 
6    Lydia DeMars 
8    Jany Leiser 
9    Norman Skinner 
11   Glenda Sobotta 
11   Georgianna DeRogatis 
12   Janet Ferguson 
14   Sophia Ackerson 
15   Frank Reich 
16   Grace Burrows 
16   Piper Hollifield 
18   Marjorie Harris 
19   Linda Brown 
20   Chuck Lesko 
21   Jennifer Garman 
23   Kay Bebout 
25   Erica Antonelli 
28   Easton Burch 
29   Hunter Sutton 

 

   HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  
 

 

Ben & Suzanne Burrows  9/06/92 
Scott & Taylor McClellan  9/12/15 
Don & Tara Ackerson   9/16/00 
Mickey & Katie Wood   9/23/06 

 


