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   My Mother’s day gift to Suzanne (a year ago) was a lemon tree.  She had wanted a Myer’s lemon 

tree for some time and I finally reluctantly purchased her one.  I say reluctant because even though we had past 

success with gardens and in our yard … growing citrus seemed exotic and an uncertain venture at best.  There just 

aren’t a lot of citrus farms in Carteret country.  Misgivings aside, I finally found a tree that looked like the one.   

 

Early on we made the decision to pot the tree for various reasons.  It was with gentleness that we transferred 

the tree to its new home.  Enriched soil and a good long drink of water finished the process. There was much 

rejoicing in the Burrows house on the day the first blossoms appeared.  I’m pretty sure Suzanne did a happy dance.  

I am happy to report that a year later we have fruit.  Most are about the size of a golf ball and all are green but we 

have fruit.   

 

I have made a discovery about growing lemons.  It takes time.  It doesn’t happen overnight.  And it most 

certainly is an activity for a patient person.  With gardens you expect to receive a return in a relatively short period 

of time.  Not with lemon trees.  First fruits usually take 12 months or more and this is only after the tree is 3 to 5 

years old.  Lemon growing is slow!     

 

 I had Suzanne’s lemon tree on my mind as I sat down to write this month’s newsletter article because I have 

been planning our summer sermon series.  It is about another process that takes time and involves fruit of another 

sort.  I have entitled the series: Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit.  Over the next couple of months we are going to 

explore what the Apostle Paul names as the 9 fruits of the spirit:  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.   

 

 Paul’s discussion on the fruits of the spirit can be found in his letter to the Galatians.  I would encourage 

everyone to go ahead and read the letter in its entirety.  If you do so, then you will find a lot of talk about the law, 

the flesh, and the spirit.  We will talk more about this in the weeks to come. 

 

For the moment let’s focus on the spirit.  One of Paul’s main points is that it is the Spirit of God which 

shapes our lives from the inside out.  The Spirit is what helps us grow to become like Jesus.  Paul goes to great 

lengths to argue that we are not to be governed by the law (Old Testament) or the flesh, but by the Spirit.  We are to 

walk by the Spirit, led by the Spirit, live by the Spirit, and keep in step with the Spirit.  Only when we do this are we 

able to grow in Christ likeness.  Only when we rely on God’s Spirit do the fruits of the spirit not only take root but 

bear fruit.  Fruit that takes the nine forms listed above.   Together this makes up our Christian character. 

 

But here’s the thing.  Character takes time – a lifetime.  Fruit takes time – a season or more.  So together 

we are going to take the next couple of months to explore the different fruits of the spirit and to reflect on how we 

can cultivate them in our lives.  I look forward to making this journey with each you.  May God bless us all as we 

open ourselves to the movement of the Spirit in our lives.  May it bear amazing fruit! 

 

                ~BBBBeeeennnn    



 

 

 

2018 Financial 
Report: 

APRIL 

Receipts:   

General Fund   $   20,785.99  

Building Fund   $      350.00  

Wash Fund  $            -   

Non Budget Fund  $    6,169.36  

    

Year-to-Date Receipts:   

General Fund  $   72,029.31  

Building Fund  $    1,985.00  

Wash Fund  $      723.00  

Non Budget Fund  $   15,513.76  

    

Disbursements:   

General Fund   $   16,282.76  

Building Fund  $       25.94  

Wash Fund   

Non Budget Fund   $    4,455.07  

    

Year-to-Date 
Disbursements:   

General Fund  $   75,039.78  

Building Fund  $    1,553.00  

Wash Fund  $      723.00  

Non Budget Fund  $   13,770.32  

    

Checking Account:   

General 
Fund/WashFund  $   48,036.26  

Non Budget Fund   $   18,048.35  

    

Money Market   

General Fund   $   56,390.13  

Building Fund   $    1,526.66  

Interest   $        9.11  

Total   $   57,925.90  

    

Certificate of Deposit   

1% Interest, Renewed 
6/16,5/17  $  100,000.00  

    

Average Attendance 168 

YTD Average 
Attendance 146 

 
 
 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
  

The next Fellowship Luncheon will be on 
Sunday, June 3rd. The Congregational Care 
Team is hosting the Fellowship Lunch on 
Sunday, June 3, 2018 immediately following 
worship.  This is truly a special time in our 
church life.  Please bring your favorite covered 
dishes and join us in sharing good food and 
fellowship.  We will ask everyone to take a seat 
in the Fellowship Hall and we will call up tables 
by number.  

 
   

Upcoming 2018 Luncheon Hosts 
 

June 3       Congregational Care Team 
July 1       Men of Church 
August 5     Session 
September 2   Worship Committee 

   Faith Formation Team 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE - June 15th  
 

Articles for the July 2018 issue of the newsletter 
need to be submitted Friday, June 15th. 

Newsletters will be distributed on Sunday, June 
24th.  Please bring any articles you wish to have 
included to the church office, or email them to 

capecarteretpres@gmail.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
    

 
 

There will be a memorial service for Carolyn 
Lease held here at Cape Carteret Presbyterian 

Church on Saturday, June 9th at 2:00 p.m. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
Through the summer, choir practice will be held 
at 10:15 am on Sunday mornings in the choir 
room. 



 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM 
 

The Congregational Care Team (CCT) has been 
very busy this spring.  In March we joined 
forces with the Youth Group of our 
congregation to make palm crosses and then 
we handed the crosses out to the congregation 
on Palm Sunday, March 25th.  Thank you to 
Erika Smith and the Youth Group for your help.  
CCT would also like to thank Maureen Ackerson 
for heading up our Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, 
March 25th.  Maureen put together a team to 
fill the eggs on Sunday, March 18th.  Maureen 
and her team hid the eggs before Sunday 
School on 3/25 and the Easter Egg Hunt was 
on.   
 

CCT would like to extend our thanks to the 
Congregation.  We tried something new for 
the Fellowship Lunch during Mission Sunday in 
March and again for our Fellowship lunch in 
May.  We know it is sometimes hard to change 
what we usually do but we really appreciate the 
feedback we received and will continue this 
new format. 
 

Monthly Card Ministry – Thank you to Suzanne 
Gould who sent cards for the month of March 
and Joyce Brogdon who sent cards for the 
month of April.  In this day of sending emails, 
we still enjoy getting something in the mail that 
lets us know we are being thought of. 
 

Monthly Visitation Ministry – Thank you to 
Delores and John Worrell for visiting church 
family in nursing homes or in their homes for 
the month of February.  Julie Ingram and 
Maureen Ackerson did the visiting in March and 
Joyce Brogdon took care of April.  Thank you 
to Janet Kolb for volunteering to do visitations 
in the month of June. 
 

CCT sent care packages to our college students 
in April for exam week.  These packages 
include snacks and silly things to give our 
students a little laughter at this stressful time 
for them. 
 

CCT again worked with some of our younger 
youths to hand out pink carnations to the 
women in our church family for Mother’s Day.  
What a blessing to see the delight in the 
women’s eyes. 
 

Just in case you were wondering, the CCT is 
made of Julie Ingram, Chair, David Gould,  
Co-Chair, Joyce Brogdon, Vera Fellows, Nancy 
Foster, Alma Frantz, Helen Giltz, Blanche 
Phillips and Debbie Starliper. 
 

We are always looking for new members to join 
our team as well as volunteers for the Monthly 
Card Ministry and the Monthly Visitation 
Ministry.  Please contact the Chair Person, 
Julie Ingram, by email at jingram2@ec.rr.com, 
or by phone at 252.327.2463 if you are 
interested in joining our team or volunteering 
for the card and visitation ministries.  If there 
is something that you would like CCT to 
consider in support of our Congregation, please 
let us know. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
LENDING PROGRAM 

 
Are you in need of medical equipment? Or 
are you looking for somewhere to donate 
medical equipment to?  Wheelchairs, 
walkers, crutches, canes, and shower 
chairs can be borrowed from First 
Presbyterian Church in Morehead City.  St. 
James United Methodist Church in 
Newport, and Smyrna Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, as well as the Broad Street Clinic 
also operate medical equipment lending 
programs.    
 
Each church asks those in need of, or 
wanted to donate equipment to please call 
first to make arrangements as follows: 
 
First Presbyterian Church, Morehead City 
  252-247-2202  9 am-4:30 pm Mon-Fri 
 
Broad Street Clinic, Morehead City 
  252-726-4562  8:30 am-5 pm Mon-Thur 
 
St. James United Methodist, Havelock 
  252-223-4231  8:30am-1:30 pm Mon-Wed 
     8:30am-4:00 pm Thur-Fri 
 
Smyrna Pentecostal Holiness Church, Smyrna 
  252-729-7729  Leave a message and your  

   call will be returned 
 



 

 

 

May 5, 2018May 5, 2018May 5, 2018May 5, 2018    

    
WeWeWeWe    wishwishwishwish    totototo    congratulationscongratulationscongratulationscongratulations    totototo    CarolynCarolynCarolynCarolyn    WoodWoodWoodWood    
andandandand    DaleDaleDaleDale    SeafordSeafordSeafordSeaford    onononon    theirtheirtheirtheir    recentrecentrecentrecent    marriage!marriage!marriage!marriage!        

WishingWishingWishingWishing    youyouyouyou    manymanymanymany    yearsyearsyearsyears    ofofofof    happinesshappinesshappinesshappiness    together!together!together!together!    
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 
 

Croatan High School  
Class of 2016 

 
Andrew Antonelli 

Coastal Carolina Community College 

 

 
COLLEGE GRADUATE 

 
Emily Stevens 

University of Georgia   
 

Congratulations to our graduates and best of luck 
to each of them as they all begin new chapters of 

their lives. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

January:   Donations to purchase boxes &  
bandanas 

February: Gloves and hats 
March:  Gloves and hats 
April:  Soap and washcloths 
May:  Combs 

June: Donations for Soccer Balls 
that we order in bulk 

July:    Donations for pumps that we  
order in bulk 

August:   Pencils, Pencil Sharpeners, Small  
writing tablets 

September:   Sewing Kits 
October:   Toothbrushes & toothbrush holders 

 
 

 

                        

                    
 

6     Beth Stevens  15    Avery Gull 
9     Polly Page  16    Bill Stanley 
9     Amy Wills  18    Louise Morton  
10    Emily Garman  18    Aiden Wilson 
13    Melissa Hollifield 18    Niki Reich 
13    Kathleen Smith 30    Susan Johns 
15    Erin Lesko 
 

 
 

  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
Billy & Lauren Burch   6/02/11 
Jim & Terry Smith   6/08/69 
Tom & Micky Mullikin  6/14/52 
Bill & Sandy Sloan   6/17/95 
John & Lynda Capps   6/19/93 
Pat & Toni Wright   6/21/59 
Charles & Debbie Starliper  6/21/80 

 

     
 
Lawrence & Kathleen Smith 6/15/68 
 


