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  Around the age of 12 my mother signed me and my sister up for art lessons.  Margaret Cooper 
was our instructor.  Even though I was basically a play in the woods and throw the football in the yard kind of 
kid, I quickly found a creative side I didn’t know existed.  I especially was drawn to mixing colors.  Again and 
again I was amazed at how a tiny bit of one color could profoundly change a second color or even make a third 
color.  The possibilities seemed limitless.    
 

 My masterpiece (per me) was an outdoor scene of a goose.  I have no clue as to why I choose to paint 
a goose other than I found little fun in painting fruit in a bowl.  I was proud of my artwork even though I never 
could get the goose’s feet right.  The feet looked like they would be better suited for a beaver rather than a 
member of the waterfowl family.  Unfortunately, even though art naturally came to my sibling, it didn’t for 
me.  My days as an art student came to an end but my love for paint did not. 
 

 I discovered in my later years that I actually enjoyed painting walls, ceilings, and even trim. There is 
just something so satisfying about applying a fresh coat of paint and watching scratches, scuff marks, and age 
disappear.  Over time painting has become a meditative exercise of sorts.  With only the sound of a roller or 
a brush punctuating the air, I almost always paint in silence.  Lost in my thoughts I cut in, roll on, and then 
step back to enjoy.   
 

 One of the lessons I have learned through painting is that color matters.  It has been my experience 
that you know when a color is right just as you know when a color is wrong.  It is almost never as simple as 
picking a color and putting it on a wall.  The color may look one way in the store and completely different in 
your home.  It may appear to be one shade in morning light and from a completely different color family at 
night.  There are so many variables, yet instinctually we know if it is right or wrong.   Often for reasons we 
can’t explain, we connect with some colors and not with others.  I find this to be true regarding paint, and I 
find it to be true of our faith. 
 

 Daily my newsfeed is filled with either/or positions.  You are either with me or you are against me.  
You either believe as I do, or you are wrong.  You either get it, or you simply don’t have a clue.  Each day we 
grow more and more segregated racially, economically, politically, spiritually and the list goes on. Essentially 
we are reducing ourselves to one color and forgetting the beautiful possibilities that exist when we bring our 
colors together.  I am convinced it is fear that has brought us to this point. 
 

 If you will bear my metaphor a little longer, then let me close by saying I don’t know what color I should 
be painting with.  I am completely okay with this.  I’m okay because I worship a God who gave us all the 
colors.  I’m okay because I don’t want my world to ever be limited by my imagination but always open to the 
Creator’s touch.  I’m okay because I believe God is painting a masterpiece that includes you and includes me.  
 

                ~BenBenBenBen    
 

 



 

 
 

2018 Financial 
Report: 

MAY 

Receipts:   

General Fund  $14,566.50  

Building Fund  $  4,335.00  

Wash Fund $    400.00  

Non Budget Fund $  4,073.00  

    

Year-to-Date Receipts:   

General Fund $ 87,107.47  

Building Fund $  6,320.00  

Wash Fund $  1,123.00  

Non Budget Fund $ 19,586.76  

    

Disbursements:   

General Fund  $ 19,178.92  

Building Fund   

Wash Fund $    299.58  

Non Budget Fund  $  4,697.62  

    

Year-to-Date 
Disbursements:   

General Fund $ 94,218.70  

Building Fund $  1,553.00  

Wash Fund $  1,022.58  

Non Budget Fund $ 18,467.94  

    

Checking Account:   
General Fund/WashFund $ 14,331.36  

Non Budget Fund    

    

Money Market   

General Fund  $ 86,388.06  

Building Fund  $  5,872.84  

Interest  $     11.18  

Total  $ 92,272.08  

    

Certificate of Deposit   

1.5% Interest, Renewed 
6/16,5/17,5/22/18 $100,000.00  

    

Average Attendance 125 

YTD Average 
Attendance 141 

 

  BAKE SALE 
 

The Mission Committee would like to thank each 
and every one who gave of their time, talents, and 

resources to make our 8th annual Wounded 
Warriors Bake Sale another huge success.  We 

finished at $1705.75.  We couldn’t be happier or 
more proud.  You are the best!! 

  TO ALL LADIES OF CAPE 
CARTERET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
In early August new study books of the 
Presbyterian Women annual study book will be 
ordered. The study for the 2018-19 year is titled, 
God’s Promise, I am with you. Isn’t that something 
we all want – to recognize and embrace God’s 
promise for Him to be with us at all times? This 
study takes us to many books of the Bible, both old 
and new testament. It highlights a woman of the 
Bible in each lesson. It is generally used by the 
Presbyterian Women’s circles. If you’ve not been a 
part of that group in the past, now is a great time to 
start. Everyone is welcomed to join in. We meet in 
the fellowship hall on the first Monday of each 
month. Nothing more is required – just an interest in 
studying God’s word and being with other ladies for 
an hour or so (depending upon the leader, it may go 
for two hours). Topics in this year’s study include 
God being with us in our uncertainty, our 
discouragement, through our trials and especially 
with us as the Holy Spirit. 
 
If an evening time slot is not a good time for you, 
gather a few friends and schedule a time during the 
morning. And, if time is in short supply for you, just 
order a copy and read it on your own when you can 
grab a few minutes. It could be broken down into 
daily readings if that works best for you.  
 
Whatever works for you, please let Cynthia 
DeFusco (252-240-9962) or Delores Worrell 
(910-325-3613) know of your interest in purchasing 
a copy of this yearly study guide. The cost is $10. 
We need to know by the end of July (and no later) in 
order to place a request for copies in time for our 
fall start up. Also, a sheet to request your copy will 
be placed on the table in the narthex of the church 
with payment being made before the order is sent 
out. Thanks and looking forward to your 
participation in the Monday evening gathering. 
 

 

 
 

We would like to extend our deepest 
sympathies to Betty Butler on the recent loss of 
her sister, Shirley Brandt.  Our thoughts and 
prayers are with you during this time of loss. 

 



 

 
 

 
 

  NURSERY ATTENDANT NEEDED 
  

  
We are currently seeking someone to provide care 
to our nursery children, ages 0-5 years. Hours: 
Sundays 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. plus special church 
services.   Full description upon request.  
Background check will be performed.  This is a 
compensated position!  Please inquire in the 
church office. 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 
We need volunteers to help in nursery until we can 
fill the nursery attendant position.  Please see Ben!   

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 
 

  
At our last meeting we elected new officers for 
the Men of the Church.  David Gould is our 
new president!  Frank Reich will serve as vice 
president, with Roy Ingram continuing as 
treasurer. Their term runs from September 
through August of next year. 
 
We meet the second Wednesday of each 
month (except we do not meet in August.) at 
6pm for food and fellowship.  What a great 
way to get close to your church! 
 
Our mission is to be part of the hands, feet, 
and inspiration of our church.  If we can help 
any of our church members and friends with 
tasks overwhelming at home, ask any Men of 
the Church member, or fill out a card in 
the lobby.  We're glad to help!   

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 
 
 
 

The office will be closed on  
Wednesday, July 4th in observance  

of Independence Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     

 

    …NEWSLETTER CHANGES… 

 
 

Beginning in January 2019, we will be changing 
the way the newsletter is distributed.   
 
It will continue to be available for viewing on 
the church website.  Simply go to our website, 
http://www.capecarteretpresbyterianchurch.org/ 

click on the I’M NEW tab, then NEWSLETTER 
 
We will also continue to email the newsletter 
each month.  If you are already on our mailing 
list, you do not need to do anything.  If you 
are not receiving it via email at this time, 
please email capecarteretpres@gmail.com or 
contact the church office at 252-393-8462 to 
be added to the list.   
 
We will no longer be printing paper copies 
UNLESS requested.  We will be building the 
paper list from scratch, so should you wish to 
receive a paper copy, you need to contact the 
church office in order to do so. (This includes 
the out of town mailing list as well…if you wish 
to continue receiving, you need to contact the 
office to make arrangements) 
 
Currently, approximately 100 paper copies of 
the CCPC newsletter are printed each month.  
Some are sent to our ill/shut-ins, and others 
are placed in the narthex to be picked up by 
members.  They are available in the narthex 
for 2 weeks before they are mailed out.  A 
large majority of the newsletters being mailed 
are just not being picked up by members while 
they are at church. 
 

1200 newsletters are printed each year…that’s 
a lot of paper, labels, staples, toner, & 
stamps… 
 

After doing a cost analysis, by going primarily 
paperless the church will be saving a significant 
amount of money by going in this direction.   
 
Thank you for your understanding.  
  



 

 
 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
  

The next luncheon will be on Sunday, July 1st.    

 
The Men of the Church will be grilling 

hamburgers and hotdogs.   
Sides, fixin’s and ice cream will be provided as 

well!  Please plan on staying to join us for 
great food and fellowship. All are welcome! 

 
  Upcoming 2018 Luncheon Hosts 

 
July 1       Men of Church 
August 5     Session 
September 2   Worship Committee 
      Faith Formation  

  Team 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 

          JULY     

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 
6      Max Morton 
7      Rick Stevens 
7      Aleksandra DeMars 
8      Sunnie Bree Burch 
11    Ann Wedemann 
11    Ellie Ackerson 
13    Trish Brown 
15    Erin Gull 
21    Dick Shetzer 
25    Jean King 
26    Don Ackerson 
26 Tom Ackerson 
30    Janet Kolb 
30    Joyce Brogdon 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 
 

The HEM is in need of volunteers!  PLEASE 
consider your donation of time!!  

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE - July 20th  

 
Articles for the August 2018 issue of the 

newsletter need to be submitted Friday, July 
20th. Newsletters will be distributed on Sunday, 
July 29th.  Please bring any articles you wish to 
have included to the church office, or email them 

to capecarteretpres@gmail.com 

 
     * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

  

   MEET AND GREET    
 

During the summer months, on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays, following worship, we will have light 

refreshments in the fellowship hall. 
 

This gathering is to provide a time to welcome 
visitors and also to reconnect with each other in 

an informed, relaxed setting. 
 

So mark your calendars and plan to stay  
for a short time after worship on  

July 8th and July 22nd!  
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

July:    Donations for soccer ball pumps that  
we order in bulk 

August:   Pencils, Pencil Sharpeners, Small  
writing tablets 

September:   Sewing Kits 
October:   Toothbrushes & toothbrush holders 

 
 

  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 
     

Norman & Gail Skinner  7/05/86 
Rick & Beth Stevens   7/08/89 
Frank & Janet Ferguson      7/11/64 
David & Suzanne Gould  7/11/92 
Carl & Erin Gull    7/18/08 
Lee & Susan Johns   7/25/70 
Matthew & Jennifer Garman 7/30/05 
 
 


