
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2018!  A New Year is upon us!  Time to make 

some resolutions! 
 

 My guess is that no one reading this 
really needs any help coming up with their new 
year’s resolutions.  Most of us are fairly aware 
of the areas in our lives that need attention 
whether it is the need to exercise more, eat 
healthier, or stop (fill in the blank).  I also 
suspect that most of us don’t really relish the 
idea of having to work on some aspect of our 
character.  We do a pretty good job beating 
ourselves up.  So why bother!   
 

Why bother making resolutions?  Why 
bother spending time in self-examination?  
Why not just toss it all out the window?  After 
all, statistically speaking, most of us break our 
resolutions before the 3rd week of January.  
Perhaps the reason so many of us still go 
through the exercise of making resolutions 
each year is that deep down we want to grow.  
We want to grow as individuals in healthy ways 
(physically, mentally, emotionally, and 
spiritually). I would like to share a list that I 
read some time back and held on to.  The list 
comes from Rev. James Petticrew.  I found it 
helpful and believe you might too.       

 
Commit yourself to forget your failures.  

The apostle Paul wrote in Philippians:  
“Forgetting what is behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward 
the goal for which God has called me.”  It is so 
easy to get imprisoned by our past. Failed 
relationships, bad decisions, harsh and hasty 
words – we look back at the memories of our 
failures that not only haunt us but hold us back.  

Certainly we can learn from the past but the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

past shouldn’t prevent us from leaning into the 
future.  So with God’s help perhaps the 
invitation this year is to let go of what has been 
done and to begin living into what can be. 

 
Commit yourself to give up your 

grudges.  Colossians 3: 13 – “Bear with each 
other and forgive each other whatever 
grievances you may have against one another.  
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”  Forgiveness 
can come in many forms.  A grudge is one of 
them.  Anytime we nurture an ongoing 
resentment against someone else, we are 
holding a grudge.  A grudge is an unforgiving 
spirit that leads to unforgiving attitudes and 
unforgiving actions.  Grudges are dangerous.  
Grudges not only destroy relationships but are 
most often self-destructive.  So perhaps the 
invitation at the start of the new year is to 
forgive someone and to put down the grudge 
you have been carrying for far too long. 

 
Commit yourself to restoring 

relationships.  “If it is possible, as far as it 
depends on you, live at peace with everyone” 
(Romans 12: 18).  The key phrase here is “as 
far as it depends on you.”  Relationships are 
fundamental to who we are as humans and as 
Christians.  We were created to be in 
relationship with each other.  And when we do 
so in loving and kind ways our relationships 
grow and are life-giving.  Sometimes, 
however, our relationships become broken.  
Sometimes it is at no fault of our own.  Often 
times it is.  If we are responsible for the 
brokenness in a relationship, then we should do 
what we can to mend it.  Until we take the 
steps to do what we can,  the broken 
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relationship acts as a wound that will never 
completely heal.  So perhaps the invitation this 
year is for you to take the difficult first step of 
going to someone and saying, “I’m sorry. I 
messed up.  I hope you can find it in your heart 
to forgive me.” 

 

At the heart of New Year’s resolutions is 
the desire to changes one’s life for the better.  
There is no doubt that eating better, exercising 
more, and stopping (fill in the blank) can have 
this affect.  But one can only imagine what 
might happen if we were able to forget our 
failures, give up our grudges, and restore our 
relationships!  Any and all of these things truly 
has the power to change our lives.   

 

May God’s blessing rest on all of you in 
2018!  May you receive the wisdom and the 
courage to live out His will on a daily basis!  
May you know you are loved and not alone! 
 

Peace and love to us all, Ben 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 
Men of the Church 

 

The fabulous, third annual Sweethearts 
Banquet will be held February 9th from 6-9 
o'clock.  We have some fabulous entertainment 
in store for you.  Tickets will go on sale around 
the middle of January.  We've sold out both 
previous years. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of many of you, we 
are installing the first four new windows in the 
annex over the next few weeks. Thanks so 
much.  Only seven more to go. 
 
Remember, we meet on the second 
Wednesday at 6:00 with away good food and 
fellowship.  Merry Christmas and have a 
wonderful 2018. 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 
Financial 
Report: 

NOVEMBER 

Receipts:   

General Fund   $  16,473.66  

Building Fund   $      380.00  

Wash Fund  $       70.15  

Non Budget Fund  $    5,672.21  

    

Year-to-Date 
Receipts:   

General Fund  $  184,760.86  

Building Fund  $   14,636.00  

Wash Fund  $      434.49  

Non Budget Fund  $   26,427.87  

    

Disbursements:   

General Fund   $   16,864.12  

Building Fund  $    4,584.00  

Wash Fund   

Non Budget Fund   $    4,393.64  

    

Year-to-Date 
Disbursements:   

General Fund  $  191,725.15  

Building Fund  $   26,092.90  

Wash Fund  $    2,499.77  

Non Budget Fund  $   22,810.72  

    

Checking 
Account:   

General 
Fund/Wash Fund  $   28,980.53  

Non Budget Fund   $   15,593.24  

    

Money Market   

General Fund   $   34,245.58  

Building Fund   $ (11,324.24) 

Interest   $         7.72  

Total   $   45,577.54  

    

Certificate of 
Deposit   

1% Interest, 
Renewed 6/16,5/17  $  100,000.00  

    

Average 
Attendance 117 

YTD Average 
Attendance 136 



 

 
 

THANK YOU!!! 
 

     The Youth would like to thank all of you for 
participating in the Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox Ministry.  Whether you donated 
items to go in the boxes or donated money to 
purchase items, helped pack boxes or made 
soup or dessert for our fundraising lunch, your 
generosity helped put a smile on the face of 189 
children this Christmas.  
 
     We also appreciate all of your comments 
and suggestions.  We are very intentional 
about the items we place in the boxes, so we do 
a lot of research and rely on the suggestions 
that you offer as well.  
 
     It is hard to believe that it is already 2018, 
and we are beginning the process of collecting 
once again.  Because of suggestions some of 
you offered and the donations you made, we 
have decided to order the boxes in bulk.  This 
will not only allow the packing process to go 
smoother, but it will also ensure that we can fit 
all of the items in each box.   
 

Our 2018 Goal based on our current 
membership is 185 boxes. 

 
     Below is a list of the items we will collect 
each month.  If you would prefer to make a 
donation, we will be glad to purchase the items 
for you.  
 
January:   Donations to purchase boxes and  

bandanas 
February: Gloves and hats 
March: Gloves and hats 
April:  Soap and washcloths 
May:  Combs 
June: Donations for Soccer Balls that 

we order in bulk 
July:    Donations for pumps that we  

order in bulk 
August:   Pencils, Pencil Sharpeners, Small  

writing tablets 
September:  Sewing Kits 
October:   Toothbrushes and toothbrush 

holders 
 

IMPORTANT OCC DATES IN 2018: 

 
November 4th – Soup and Sandwich 
Fundraising Lunch 
 
November 11th – Packing Party 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM 

 
The Congregational Care Team provides a 

framework of support to members and friends 
of Cape Carteret Presbyterian Church.  We 
would like to thank Debbie Starliper, our 

out-going Chair Person for her outstanding 
leadership and contribution to this team. 

 
Part of what we do is the Monthly Card Ministry, 

Monthly Visitation Ministry, exam care 
packages for our college students, and 
oversight and assistance for fellowship 
gatherings which includes our monthly 

fellowship luncheons. 
 

We are always looking for new members to join 
our team as well as volunteers for the Monthly 

Card Ministry and the Monthly Visitation 
Ministry.  Please contact the new Chair Person, 
Julie Ingram, by email at jingram2@ec.rr.com, 

or by phone at 252.327.2463 if you are 
interested in joining our team or volunteering 

for the card and visitation ministries. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE – January 19th         

 

Articles for the January 2018 issue of the 
newsletter need to be submitted Friday, 

January 19th. Newsletters will be distributed 
on Sunday, January 28th.  Please bring any 
articles you wish to have included to the church 

office, or email them to 
capecarteretpres@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 

JANUARY FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
 

The next luncheon will be on 
 Sunday, January 7th.   

Please on staying to join us for great  
food and fellowship! 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

FUTURE Hope Mission Dinner dates: 

 
 

We have planned ahead for the next 
year!  The future Hope Mission Dinner 
dates are:  February 17, May 19, and 

August 18.  There are sign-up sheets in 
the Narthex for the upcoming dates.  This 
will give everyone the opportunity to serve, 
especially since we have received such a 

tremendous response in most recent 
events.  

  
Please let me know if you have any 
questions or would be interested in 

volunteering for this rewarding 
opportunity. 

 
Thank you for your continued help and 

support with this ministry, 
 

Erika Smith 
erikalsmith17@gmail.com 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

As Tracy continues her daily radiation 
treatments in Greenville throughout the month 
of January, her schedule will be continue to be 
inconsistent.  We ask for your understanding 
during this time, as she may be working 
different hours. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Joel, Eric and I wish to thank the church 
members, choir, and staff for their wonderful 
help and support concerinng John’s death.   

It is great to have such good friends. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
Helen Tedford 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

JANUARY 

 

 
 

03   Lacey Ackerson 
11   Hannah Brown 
14   David Hollifield 
15   Greg Antonelli 
15   Lynda Capps 
19   Mae Leo 
20   Bob Blaylock 
22   Carey “Thumper” Swann 
23   Kathryn Ackerson 
23   Larry Harbolt 
24   Sara Williams 
24   Winston Mangus  
24   Lawrence Smith 
27   Emmett Jones 
29   Katie Wood 
31   Jannie Stewart 

 
  

 HAPPY ANNIVERSARY   

     

John & Marjorie McCray  1/05/63 
Christopher & Lydia DeMars 1/05 
Dave & Vera Fellows  1/23/82 

 


