
Genesis 2:24 - 25

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PrayerThe ProblemCultural narrative and Christian narrative.TV bombardment. Christianity silent.Opposite.Our stance is misrepresented or slandered by opposition Hate speech Key to understanding the Christian narrative.Character of God. Boss, teacher, coachSeries:What is the Christian narrativeTool to continue the conversation Only Jesus can claim heartJesus is the game changerOur objective: to continue the conversation. Three, there are always two cliffs: (1) you’re a girl, end of discussion, and (2) whatever you say, daughter, it’s your decision. Both are “easy.” Both are temptations to fix or to avoid. The narrow gate between them becomes clear through discussions/conversations/prayers. Not a sermon on the primacy of marriage over singleness:Christianity, unique in human history, particularly in the time of Christ:Celebrated singlenessChrist, PaulPrior – woman’s worth was in her bearing of children, mostly sons, who carried on the name of the father.God’ Goodness Expressed in Oneness. Genesis 2:22-25



1. THE CROSS REVEALS THAT RIGHT AND WRONG
MATTER TO GOD. JOHN 1:17(a), ROM 3:23-24

2. THE CHARACTER OF GOD AS GOOD IS REVEALED
UNDER THE STRESS OF THE WOUNDS OF THE CROSS
INFLICTED UPON HIS SON. ISAIAH 53:4-7

3. JESUS IS GRACE AND TRUTH MADE REAL. JOHN
1:17(b).

SPIRITUAL TRUTHS FROM 1ST SERMON:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The cross reveals that right and wrong matter to God. John 1:17(a), Rom 3:23-24.We are all sinners. There is none righteous in the sigh of God. The character of God as Good is revealed under the stress of the wounds inflicted upon His son. Isaiah 53:4-7Jesus had the power to come off the cross but did not bc of how much our forgiveness mattered to him.Jesus is grace and truth made real. John 1:17(b).We are called to stand for truth – we must repent of our sins and go and sin no more.We are called to stand for grace – Christ does not condemn because he has already taken our condemnation upon himself on the cross.Jesus and woman at well who was living with a man not her husband; what if Jesus had  brought that up as a first statement in the conversation? The discussion would’ve ended. The woman nor the people in her village would’ve had the opportunity to drink and Living Water that Jesus provides.Our objective is not to win the argument. Rather, to continue the discussion no the one who died for all the rules with a broken. And him his life. Forgiveness for the rules we have all  broken.Only Jesus can heal a broken heart. Only the Holy Spirit can convict of sin. If we can continue the discussion, we give Jesus the opportunity to do both.



• JN. 8:7-11 …, HE STRAIGHTENED UP, AND SAID TO
THEM, "HE WHO IS WITHOUT SIN AMONG YOU, LET HIM
BE THE FIRST TO THROW A STONE AT HER." …  10 
STRAIGHTENING UP, JESUS SAID TO HER, "WOMAN, 
WHERE ARE THEY? DID NO ONE CONDEMN YOU?“ 11 
SHE SAID, "NO ONE, LORD." AND JESUS SAID, "I DO NOT
CONDEMN YOU, EITHER. GO. FROM NOW ON SIN NO
MORE." (NAU)

• GOD IS VERY GOOD – SO HIS PLAN MUST BE
GOOD, OR SOMETHING IS TERRIBLY WRONG.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If nonmarital sex, adultery or cohabitation, is better than marriage, then either God is not good or something has gone terribly wrong. 



• 18 – 29 AGE: 63% (BETTER); 10% (WORSE CHANCE)
• 30 – 49 AGE: 52% (BETTER); 12% (WORSE CHANCE)
• 50 – 64 AGE: 42% (BETTER); 14% (WORSE CHANCE)
• 65+ AGE: 37% (BETTER); 17% (WORSE CHANCE) 
SOURCE: PEW RESEARCH, MARRIAGE AND COHABITATION IN THE US, 
11/6/19

• “THOSE WHO LIVE TOGETHER, FIRST, ARE MORE
LIKELY TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Similar statement but by a different organization. This measures the latest year of the survey, presumably 2018:The older the couple the less likely to conclude it is better to cohabit. 



CONTINUING CHANGE IN U.S. VIEWS ON SEX AND
MARRIAGE. GALLUP, 6/18/21

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Continuing Change in U.S. Views on Sex and Marriage. Frank Newport. 6/18/21 (Gallup)Survey introduction.“Gallup's latest update shows a continuing increase in the public's agreement on the moral acceptability of a series of behaviors relating to sex and marriage. Americans, in short, are becoming more tolerant in their views of what is and is not acceptable. The causes of these shifts are not precisely determinable, but to the degree they represent a shift in actual behavior, these changes could be harbingers of cultural transformations that affect the U.S. economy and population wellbeing.The survey measures six behaviors as morally acceptable or not. “Americans have become more likely to say that all six are morally acceptable compared with baseline measurements taken between eight and 20 years ago. Views that:gay and lesbian relations are morally acceptable have increased from 40% to 69%, having a baby outside of marriage from 45% to 67%, sex between an unmarried man and woman from 53% to 73%, divorce from 59% to 79%, polygamy from 7% to 20%, sex between teenagers from 32% to 43%.The report goes on to explain something very important. What is considered to be morally acceptable does not mean people are actually doing what they consider to be morally acceptable. We do know, as an example, that despite the increasing numbers of Americans who say that divorce is morally acceptable, its actual incidence appears to be going down, not up. [Or, for example], the perceived moral acceptability of gay and lesbian relations has jumped substantially over the past 20 years. But it is quite possible that the actual incidence of same-sex relations has been stable even as the public acceptability of such relations has shifted. …. The shifts in norms over the past two decades are thus most properly viewed not as a unique occurrence but as another in a continuing-over-time series of shifts in cultural and societal expectations about sexual relations, marriage and the family.This leads us to consideration of possible changes we might see in the years ahead. If current trends are projected out into the future, then we will ultimately see a situation in which there is little cultural disapprobation [disapproval] of any form of sexual behavior.



A. GOD DID. GEN 1:31; 2:22-23; MATT 19:4-5
B. GOD “CODED” ADAM AND EVE AS SEXUAL

BEINGS. 
• VERY GOOD. 1:31. 
• NAKED AND UNASHAMED. 2:25

C. GOD PROVIDED BOUNDARIES FOR SEX. EX 20:14

1. WHO CAME UP WITH THIS IDEA OF “MARRIAGE”?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
God did. God is the narrator. Jesus – attributes God as narrator in:Matt 19:4-5 "Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5 and said, 'Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'?Garden is the blueprint for God’s coding for sexuality. He never states “thou shalt not;” he states this is my model. God is the builder, designer. 2:21. 1:28.One wife, for one husband. Monogamous not polygamous. Filling the earth, why not a Jacob approach. Two wives. 12 sons. Heterosexual. Gen 1:18. Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.“ 19 Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him. “suitable for him” translates a Hebrew word that could be translated:Corresponding to him.Opposite-like to him. Just right for him.Gods blueprint, his story, is told in design.Declared it very good. Gen 1:31All cultures have a similar model, with variations.Design. God created Adam and Eve as sexual beings.Created them w the bells and whistles for sex to be pleasurable. But within his predefined boundaries. Naked and unashamed.Sexual union in a loving, enduring, exclusive relationship where give and take was made possible. Slattery on benefits of sex in marriage:As a clinical psychologist, I love seeing how an honest approach to research actually validates biblical sexual morality. For example, having sex within a committed relationship releases in our bodies, chemicals such as oxytocin (a bonding hormone), dopamine (a neurotransmitter that makes us feel good), and endorphins (natural painkillers and stress reducers). A man’s semen acts as an antidepressant for his sexual partner when absorbed in the vagina. 13 However, engaging in the same sexual activity apart from a committed relationship has the opposite impact, particularly for women. Having more sexual partners is associated with poor emotional health in women, and “even getting married… doesn’t erase the emotional challenges for women who’ve had numerous sex partners in their lifetime.”Slattery, Juli (2018-07-24). Rethinking Sexuality (p. 42). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. God provided boundaries for sexuality – the marriage bed alone.  "You shall not commit adultery. (Exod. 20:14 ESV)(Matt. 5:27-28 NAU) 27 "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY';  28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. All societies throughout history have created an exclusive relationship between a husband and his wife. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The picture tells a story. One end is male. The other is female. The two fit together perfectly. The person who says that Jesus does not say anything about homosexuality is not looking at the right pictures. Jesus refers to man and woman becoming one flesh. 



1. HIGHEST OF HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS. GEN 2:24
2. “HOLDING FAST” - SECURITY, FAITHFULNESS, 

SAFETY IN COMMITMENT. COVENANT.
3. CREATES AN ENDURING NEW ENTITY – SEXUAL

ONENESS, AS TWO “FIT” TOGETHER, IS GOD’S
GOOD PLAN FOR HUSBAND AND WIFE. 

2. DOES MARRIAGE OFFER SOMETHING BETTER
THAN COHABITATION OR NON-MARITAL SEX? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highest of human relationships.Leave - “Azab – to leave, forsake, limit; Limit the reach of a mother or father into the marriage.Limit the reach of any person, thing, recreational event.The spouse is the primary human relationship in my life.Covenant relationship. Binding; exchange of promises, have a future in mind:Keller (Meaning of Marriage): “Wedding vows are not a declaration of present love but a mutually binding promise of future love.”Holding fast, cleave, produces safety, security, and faithfulness.Cleave, hold fast, translates “dabaq,’ cling, cleave, keep close. Permanence – not a test, a trial. Jesus – Pharisees question, Matt 19:3: “is it permissible to divorce a wife for any reason?” Is it ok for this to be test. If she passes, she stays. If she doesn’t pass, she leave. Changes in my mate do not change our relationship. Better or worse, for rich or poor, good health and badCovenant, commitment. Questions: Will you take … to be your wedded wife.; Vow is a promise to the spouse. Fosters stable families:.New entity.One-flesh. New entity. Shared strengths and combined intelligence and gifts.Dependent are responsible to and for. Two become one.Beneficial for society.Gen 1:18, be fruitful and multiply.Two become one and one like us is born. Process continues. Beyond the sexual act. Intertwining of two people. . Attention, Ladies: Semen Is an Antidepressant | Psychology Today 1/31/2011, Michael Castlemen, MAOne study found that women whose vaginas were exposed to semen (i.e., ones who reported "never" using condoms) showed significantly better mood.The positive effects of semen on mood include fewer bouts of depression and suicidal thoughts.The effect of semen on mood could be advantageous for sexually active women over age 50 who are experiencing menopausal blues.



• FAITHFUL 84% (MARRIED); 71% (COHABITATING)
• TELL THE TRUTH 68% (MARRIED); 52% (COHABIT.)
• $ RESPONSIBLY 56% (MARRIED); 40% (COHAB)
SOURCE: PEW RES - MARRIAGE AND COHABITATION IN U.S. 
11/6/19 HTTPS://WWW.PEWRESEARCH.ORG/SOCIAL-
TRENDS/2019/11/06/MARRIAGE-AND-COHABITATION-IN-
THE-U-S/

• HIGHER LEVEL OF TRUST AMONG MARRIED THAN
COHABITING:

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2019/11/06/marriage-and-cohabitation-in-the-u-s/


• PARENTING 49% (MARRIED); 39% (COHABITATING)
• HHLD CHORES 46% (MARRIED); 37% (COHABIT.)
• SEX LIFE 36% (MARRIED); 34% (COHABIT.)
SOURCE: PEW RES - MARRIAGE AND COHABITATION IN U.S. 11/6/19 
HTTPS://WWW.PEWRESEARCH.ORG/SOCIAL-TRENDS/2019/11/06/MARRIAGE-
AND-COHABITATION-IN-THE-U-S/

• HIGHER LEVEL OF SATISFACTION AMONG MARRIED
THAN COHABITING:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The report concluded, “Cohabitation gives men regular access to the domestic and sexual ministrations of a girlfriend while allowing them . . . to lead a more independent life and continue to look around for a better partner.”Keller, Timothy (2011-11-01). The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexities of Commitment with the Wisdom of God (p. 23). Penguin Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2019/11/06/marriage-and-cohabitation-in-the-u-s/


• AND PHARISEES CAME UP TO HIM AND TESTED
HIM BY ASKING, "IS IT LAWFUL TO DIVORCE
ONE'S WIFE FOR ANY CAUSE?" (MATT. 19:3 
ESV)

3. MARRIAGE IS NOT A “TEST PERIOD” BUT A
COMMITMENT UNTIL DEATH DO US PART.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
God’s intention:Marriage between two opposite sex partners.Broken only by one exception – sexual immorality.Moses’ law allowed a certificate of divorce. Why? Hardness of heart. Divorce certificate was a protection for the female. Husband can divorce his wife for any reason. She failed his test. Cohabitation can be broken by either party for any reason. 



1. LOVE: 90% (MARRIED); 73% (COHABITATION)
2. COMPANIONSHIP: 66% (MARRIED); 61% (COHABIT.)
3. TEST THE RELATIONSHIP: 0% (MARRIED); 23% (COHAB.)
4. HAVE CHILDREN: 31% (MARRIED); 14% (COHABIT.)
5. FINANCIAL SENSE: 38% (MARRIED); 13% (COHABIT.)
6. PARTNER PREGNANT: 11% (MARRIED); 6% (COHAB.)
SOURCE: PEW RES - MARRIAGE AND COHABITATION IN U.S. 11/6/19 
HTTPS://WWW.PEWRESEARCH.ORG/SOCIAL-TRENDS/2019/11/06/MARRIAGE-AND-COHABITATION-IN-
THE-U-S/

• TOP REASONS TO MARRY OR COHABITATE:

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2019/11/06/marriage-and-cohabitation-in-the-u-s/


AND GOD BLESSED THEM. AND GOD SAID TO
THEM, "BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY AND FILL THE
EARTH AND SUBDUE IT, AND HAVE DOMINION OVER
THE FISH OF THE SEA AND OVER THE BIRDS OF
THE HEAVENS AND OVER EVERY LIVING THING
THAT MOVES ON THE EARTH." (GEN. 1:28 ESV)

4. MARRIAGE OFFERS THE BEST POTENTIAL FOR THE
PURPOSES OF GOD TO BE ACHIEVED.



• MOTHER MARRIED AT BIRTH – 24%
• MOTHER COHABITATING AT BIRTH – 65%
SOURCE: UNIV OF VA., STATE OF OUR UNIONS (2022).

• % OF FIRST CHILDREN EXPERIENCING PARENTAL
DIVORCE/SEPARATION BY AGE 12:



INCIDENCE PER 1000 CHILDREN OF HARM/ABUSE:
• PHYSICAL ABUSE - 1.9 (MARRIED); 8.2 (COHABITING)
• SEXUAL ABUSE - .5 (MARRIED); 2.4 (COHABITING)
• EMOTIONAL ABUSE - .8 (MARRIED); 2.5 (COHABITING)
SOURCE: STATE OF OUR UNION (2022), THE NATIONAL MARRIAGE
PROJECT, UNIV OF VIRGINIA

• CHILDREN ARE LESS LIKELY TO THRIVE IN
COHABITING HOUSEHOLDS THAN MARRIED:



• JN. 8:7-11 …, HE STRAIGHTENED UP, AND SAID TO
THEM, "HE WHO IS WITHOUT SIN AMONG YOU, LET HIM
BE THE FIRST TO THROW A STONE AT HER." …  10 
STRAIGHTENING UP, JESUS SAID TO HER, "WOMAN, 
WHERE ARE THEY? DID NO ONE CONDEMN YOU?“ 11 
SHE SAID, "NO ONE, LORD." AND JESUS SAID, "I DO NOT
CONDEMN YOU, EITHER. GO. FROM NOW ON SIN NO
MORE." (NAU)

• GOD IS VERY GOOD – SO HIS PLAN MUST BE
GOOD, OR SOMETHING IS TERRIBLY WRONG.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is the word of Christ to us today?Neither do I condemn you. God your way and sin no more. 



IS THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVICTING YOU TO:
1. TURN FROM “DOING ME” IN MY INTIMATE

RELATIONSHIPS TO “DOING GOD”?
2. START ANEW TO RECOVER THE “ONE-FLESH” 

RELATIONSHIP MARRIAGE IS INTENDED TO BE?
MAY WE ALL, “GO OUR WAY AND “SIN NO MORE.”

• NEXT STEPS:



• “PERCEPTION OF MOST PEOPLE IS THAT COHABITATION

BEFORE MARRIAGE WILL LOGICALLY IMPROVE THE CHANCE

OF A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE. ACTUALLY, COHABITATION

BEFORE MARRIAGE WAS ASSOCIATED WITH A LOWER RISK

OF DIVORCE IN THE FIRST YEAR OF MARRIAGE BUT A

HIGHER RISK THEREAFTER. … COHABITATION INCREASED

THE ACCEPTANCE OF DIVORCE.”

• ROSENFELD AND ROESLER, SOCIOLOGISTS, 2018 
REPORT:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://ifstudies.org/blog/is-cohabitation-still-linked-to-greater-odds-of-divorce#:~:text=In%202018%2C%20Michael%20Rosenfeld%20and,poorer%20marital%20outcomes%20for%20decades. 



% OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS WHO AGREED OR
MOSTLY AGREED: 
1980 32% (FEMALE); 45% (MALE)
2020 69% (FEMALE); 72% (MALE)
SOURCE: THE NATIONAL MARRIAGE PROJECT, UNIV OF VA., STATE OF
OUR UNIONS (2022), P56.

• STATEMENT:  “IT IS USUALLY A GOOD IDEA FOR A
COUPLE TO LIVE TOGETHER BEFORE MARRIAGE.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The perception of HS seniors has changed over the last 40 years:Women: from 32% to 69% (more than doubled. Men: from 45% to 72%, about an 80% increase. Conclusion: Attitudes of the morality of cohabitation before marriage have changed considerably over the last 40 years. Attitude on the rightness or wrongness of non-marital sex have also changed Why?Why have females made such a major change?More concerned about a relationship w a male that has some sexual hangup that might be discovered after marriage?
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