
Surprised by God
Matt 2:1-12

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sermon series drawing upon the Christmas trees in our front yard, using the items that decorate each tree, each of which is chosen not so much for its beauty as an ornament of decoration but for the spiritual meaning behind it. There are 7 trees beginning w the Mary tree and moving through the cross tree and lastly the life tree, representing the resurrection of Jesus.  In total they tell the story of the purpose of God in taking on human flesh in the person of Jesus. The decorative ornaments of each tree were chosen by our Associate Pastor and her team of artists to communicate that story visually. There is no book that says for the “Shepherd tree” use this ornament and place it here. Many of the ornaments are hand-made by the body of Christ here at Bethany Church. So they have the added significance that when you walk the path and interpret what you see, you will also know that we had a part in writing the story of God. Magi tree. The Magi did not arrive on the night of his birth. You might even say they were 2 years late. Matt 2:16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its environs, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had ascertained from the magi. (Matt. 2:16 NAS)- Reads Matt 2:1-12PrayerThey were late. 2 years. Matt 2:16  Life has settled in. They have not returned home but are still living in Bethlehem. By now, they have settled in. Joseph likely has created a small client list as a carpenter. With Jerusalem only 6 mi asway, no doubt some customers could have lived there. You cannot help but wonder if the families of the shepherds have connected with Mary and Joseph. Likely they were residents of the village that was located so close to Jerusalem, the location of their largest client, the temple priests, and the requirements for sheep for the altar of sacrifice. At this point, the shepherds visit was something that Mary was still “pondering” on, yet, she has recovered from the birth of her first son. You cannot help but wonder if the 2nd oldest, James, has been conceived; but the text is absent of any indication of such so we cannot create story just because it is possible. But one cannot be certain. Story of the birth of his son is not over.



Start point –
Iran (Persia) to 
Jerusalem --
1,430 mi.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
6 months? 1500 mi by camel. Entourage. Magi on camelClothing, gifts, persona items.Charts, mapsOfficial documents from their king Money for safe passageServantsFood, cooking utensilsTentsCamels, donkeysSoldiers to protect themTotal – 25?



1. The magi were not following 
a star – they were seeking a 
King.

Matt 2:2 "Where is He who has 
been born King of the Jews? For 
we saw His star in the east and 
have come to worship Him.“
• You cannot know God’s will 

for your life wo seeking the 
God who willed it.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The magi were not following a star – they were seeking a king.The difference is significant. To “follow a star” could be:Occupational reason - Business reason – scientific reason.Scientists. Occupation.The stars were destiny for the world.Tax business:Searching for answers.Searching for ways to save myself and my clients money. Creative solutions to complex problems.Didn’t worship the Internal Revenue Code. The star and its meaning gave them the reason to come and see.A king of the Jews was born.Same as shepherds. Had a reason – a savior was born for them. Magi made the journey to worship. Saw him as a king. As authority for ones lifeSaw him as worth worship.Gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrhCost of the tripSaw him as chosen. Whatever source that God used and it declared him to have that purpose.Saw their journey as God’s will.You cannot know God’s will for your life wo seeking the God who willed it. What about you and me? Does the effort and sacrifice of the magic give us a reason to seek Jesus now?  Contemplate.Examine the reason why we are here.You cannot know Gods will for your life wo seeking the God who willed it. 



Jer 23:5 "Behold, the days are 
coming, declares the LORD, 
when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall 
reign as king and deal wisely, 
and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land.



2. Jesus was born to save broken 
people in a broken world.  Who 
would have thought God would 
reach this far? 

A. Wise men from the East. 2:1-2
B. Apathetic religious leaders 2:4
C. Herod the Great (Half-jew, 

king of Israel, appointed by 
Romans; paranoid and 
powerful)
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Presentation Notes
Jesus was born for the whole world. Wise men.1st century men of science. Astrology. Advisors to the kings. Sects in Babylon (exile of the Jews) and in Persia (Esther)From the East:Remnant of Esther?Jews? Why did they need to ask where?The religious leaders. Assembled all of them – chief priests and scribes.Why?  To share the reason why they should come.Just bc you know the scripture doesn’t mean you know the God who wrote them. Jn. 5:39-40 "You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures point to me! 40 Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life. (NLT)Herod the great. Renowned builder. Paranoid king. Two of his sons; one of his wives; his uncle all killedRoman emperor Augustus once joked, “It is better to be Herod's pig than his son.” (The joke was that because Jews did not eat pork, their pigs were safer than Herod's sons.) Not full blood Jew. Part Jew, part Idumean, area of Edom, Arab.If God did not die for the whole world, then why send the magi to Herod the Great?Why did the star not reappear outside Jerusalem to send the magi straight to Bethlehem?Herod had to be invited. Jn. 3:16  "For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. (NLT)1 John 2:1-2Rev 5:9



Herod’s relatives in Scripture: 
• Antipas, son of the Great. Mark 

6:24 (John Baptist beheaded); 
• Antipas, Christ’s humiliation, 

Luke 23:11; 
• Agrippa 1, g-son of the Great. 

Acts 12:2 (James beheaded)
• Agrippa 2, great g-son, Acts 

26:28 (almost persuaded to 
Christ); 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do you think Herod’s soul was worth saving?God did. He never would have done itthe way he did.



Rev. 5:9 And they sang a 
new song with these 
words: "You are worthy to 
take the scroll and break 
its seals and open it. For 
you were slaughtered, and 
your blood has ransomed 
people for God from every 
tribe and language and 
people and nation. (NLT)
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Presentation Notes
What we see happening at the birth of Christ is the same thing we see happening in the last book of the Bible, the Revelation of Jesus Christ. In the 5th chapter, we read the words, “you were slaughtered, and your blood has ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.So we find in the birth event:Magi from the east follow a star to worship a KingHerod the Great, a pagan ruler, half-Jewish, half-Arab, is given an open invitation to come and worship. He will come but not to worship. To kill. He is afraid that someone might take away his throne not realizing if he had come to worship he would have experienced the goodness of God as he sat on this throne. 



3. When we take a step of 
faith, God will give us a 
reason to keep stepping and 
enough light to move our 
feet.

A. 2:1-2. The star appears in East
• The star then disappears.

B. 2:1 Arrive in Jerusalem.
C. 2:9-10. The star reappears.
D. 2:9. It stands over the house
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The magi were persistent in their search for the child. God honors our persistence.If you had traveled 1500 mi to find a child born king, what would have been your mindset when they were sent 6 mi further south?



4. God must want us to find 
him. He gives us a personal 
reason to come and see. 

• Magi - a star with a meaning.
• Herod – peers who were going. 

Intellectuals, scientists, wealthy 
and prestigious, advisers to 
kings. 

• Religionists. Fulfillment of 
prophecy. 



Key points.

1. The magi were not following a star. They were seeking 
a King. [You cannot know God’s will without seeking 
the God who willed it.]

2. Jesus was born to save broken people in a broken 
world.  Who would have thought God would reach this 
far? 

4. When we take a step of faith, God will give us a reason 
to keep on stepping and enough light to move our feet.

5. God must want us to find him. He gives us a personal 
reason to come and see. 
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