
Finding My Way to 
“Bethlehem”
Luke 2:1-7

Matt 1:18-25

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sermon series drawing upon the Christmas trees in our front yard, using the items that decorate each tree, each of which is chosen not so much for its beauty as an ornament of decoration but for the spiritual meaning behind it. There are 7 trees beginning w the Mary tree and moving through the cross tree and lastly the life tree, representing the resurrection of Jesus.  In total they tell the story of the purpose of God in taking on human flesh in the person of Jesus. The decorative ornaments of each tree were chosen by our Associate Pastor and her team of artists to communicate that story visually. There is no book that says for the “Mary tree” use this ornament and place it here. Many of the ornaments are hand-made by the body of Christ here at Bethany Church. So they have the added significance that when you walk the path and interpret what you see, you will also know that we had a part in writing the story of God. Todays message will focus on the Bethlehem tree.Cody is going to read of the journey to Bethlehem. Cody Johnson - Reads Luke 2:1-7Prayer



Church of the Nativity - Bethlehem

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Church of the Nativity is located in Bethlehem in the West Bank, Palestine. Cave inside - The grotto (cave) it contains holds a prominent religious significance to Christians of various denominations as the birthplace of Jesus. The grotto is the oldest site continuously used as a place of worship in Christianity, and the basilica is the oldest major church in the Holy Land.Bethlehem:“House of Bread,” City of 25,000, 6 miles south of Jerusalem.Gen 35:19, Rachel dies giving birth to Benjamin, on way to Ephrathah (Bethlehem)Rachels tomb exists today, westernmost border of Jerusalem and PalestineAncient history:David was born David crowned king of Israel, 1000 BC“City of David”Historically:Place of fulfilled prophecy. Micah 5:2, Matt 2:5-6Modern-day:West Bank, PalestineCaptured by Israel in 6-day war, 1967Under administration of the Palestinian Authority since 1995 Oslo Accords



14-point star –
“Here Jesus 
Was Born…”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grotto of the Nativity, fourteen-point silver star under the main altar marking the traditional spot of Jesus' birth. The exact spot where Jesus was born is marked beneath this altar by a 14-pointed silver star with the Latin inscription Hic De Virgine Maria Jesus Christus Natus Est-1717 ("Here Jesus Christ was born to the Virgin Mary"-1717)…. The significance of the 14 points on the star is to represent the three sets of 14 generations in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. First 14 from Abraham to David, then 14 from David to the Babylonian captivity, then 14 more to Jesus Christ. In the middle of the 14 pointed star is a circular hole, through which you can reach in to touch the stone that is said to be the original stone that Mary laid on when she gave birth to Jesus.



The Bethlehem tree:
• City of David
• 90-mile journey
• Manger (feed trough)
• Swaddling cloths
• Government order
• Star (Moravian)
• Carpenter’s ruler



1. Bethlehem tree reminds us 
that the “road to Bethlehem” 
is a daily choice for each of us. 

A. Joseph chose to go the “road 
to Bethlehem” and then acted 
on what he believed. 

B. The road to Bethlehem was of 
great cost to Joseph.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bethlehem tree reminds us that the “road to Bethlehem” is a daily choice for each of us. A.  Joseph chose to go the “road of God” and then acted on his belief. Found to be pregnant Matt 1:18.Law allowed his divorce. Deut 24:1 Dream. Child is of the HS. Mt 1:20; Isaiah 7:14Name Jesus. Save from sins. Joseph woke. He acted. Two roads:DivorceBelieve.Believe was the road of uncertainty, losses, and risks. This road was at a great personal cost to him. Only paid it if god was worth it.Who was the father?To not divorce Mary implicated him as the father. Slandered as adulterers.Why remain in Bethlehem?Joseph remained in Bethlehem after the birth.  No one at home to help them. Two years later they are still there. Matt 2:16They left it all behind.Family, friends, work, career.Daily choice:Mary’s presence in Bethlehem was not necessary. So why did 9-month pregnant Mary come with Joseph – two possible reasons:Prophecy – Messiah born in BethlehemMicah 5:2; Matt 2:5; Mary was carrying the Messiah; Bethlehem was his birth city.He believed. Betrothal contract:Mary was alone. She had lost everyone when she was found to be pregnant. He could not leave her alone. Unsafe, particularly bc of her condition.She was Joseph’s responsibility.  Dowry – brought w her to compensate his family.Bride price – from groom’s family. Pension. Giving away of bride. Obstacles to going the Road to Bethlehem:How do raise a child whose father is …. God?How did Joseph Avoid the temptation of a self-focus? the temptation to think that he was not needed? Fifth wheel on a car? Matt. 1:16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. (ESV)Why include Joseph? Only prophecy? Line of David?Importance of a “daddy”?Society communicates that men are not really needed. Is it possible that God wanted his son to have a human father? A Daddy?Is your role only to work, provide for financial needs in a family? Dads, do you ever think that you are not really needed? You must reject that thought. If it were so, Joseph would not be in the story. Is it possible that men need the assurance of other men to not forgot who they are in Christ?Why Manquest is so popular among our men?Joseph was on this road bc God wanted him on it. God had a purpose for him. Judy:Has the pandemic put you on the wrong road?



2. Bethlehem tree reminds us 
that waiting on God’s timing 
is as much a part of God’s 
road as going through a door 
he opens.

A. Why wait until the 9th month 
to make the journey?

B. Home in Nazareth was 
delayed until the right time. 
Matt 2:23.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bethlehem tree reminds us that waiting on God’s timing is as much a part of God’s road as going through a door that he opens.Why wait until the 9th month? [census was the starters gun.]  Luke 2:6 timing:6th month – found pregnant7th – 8th just go bc of prophecy, Micah 5;2Wait until God gives a sign?explains 9th month, 90 mile, 2 week w donkeyTruth - God is always at work, even when he seems to be silent. Caesar Augustus, the first Roman Emperor, adopted son of Julius, reigned from 31BC to 14AD; first Roman Emperor to be given the title, “Augustus,” meaning “supreme, highest, majestic,” and thereby “deity.”  Human name, “Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus” had no idea his act to call a census for his own purposes of raising taxes, was by the mind, plan and purposes of God.” Augustus did not call the census because he knew of the prophecy or that the Promised One was about to be born. Census took them to Bethlehem, not Joseph’s decision to go.They waited on God to get them there. Micah 5:2 was fulfilled wo Joseph taking charge but by Joseph listening to God.God moved in the heart of a pagan king to accomplish his divine purposes.Husbands the greatest way you can love your wives is by listening to God not by using your own logic and forethought.Nazareth was delayed – not taken away. Matt 2:23Bethlehem. Egypt. Nazareth was home. Three places, one of which was home.Why did God bring them back home? Prov. 13:12  Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life. (ESV)God made us to be in communion w him first and then others. Lonely people can build a wall around themselves that people can’t reach through even when they try to. 



3. Bethlehem tree reminds us 
that each of us is invited to 
open our hearts to Christ, to 
let Him be born in us; to 
make room for Christ in our 
lives. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bethlehem tree reminds us that each of us is invited to open our hearts to Christ, to let Him be born in us; to make room for Christ in our lives. God created us to be in communion w him first, and then others, next.Did God forget to make a reservation?Could he not have sent Gabe to the innkeeper?Is it possible that God is showing us that “narrow is the road to life and broad is the road to destruction?”Lots of people headed to Bethlehem? Most were on the wrong road.Descendants of DavidHerod’s soldiers seeking JesusReligious leaders should have been.Lowly Shepherds seeking JesusRoyalty of the Magi seeking JesusJoseph and Mary God made us to be in communion w him first and then others. Lonely people can build a wall around themselves that people can’t reach through even when they try to. 



Next steps.

1. Invite a friend or family member to church this 
Christmas, in-person or online. 

2. Invite a friend or family member to join you on 
the Walk of Wonder today.

3. Will you “make room” for Christ in your life? 
Make that decision today. 



1. Bethlehem tree reminds us that the “road to 
Bethlehem” is a daily choice for each of us. 

2. Bethlehem tree reminds us that waiting on God’s 
timing is as much a part of God’s road as going 
through a door he opens.

3. Bethlehem tree reminds us that each of us is invited to 
open our hearts to Christ, to let Him be born in us; to 
make room for Christ in our lives.
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