
John 8:3-11
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Like 19:1-10Uncommon Leadership.This series is entitled “uncommon” leadership bc it focuses on the biblical definition of leadership.  The founding principle we looked at last week where in Matt 20:25 Jesus confronts his 12 by holding them accountable for their jealousy of one another as to who was the greatest among them. He said to them – it shall not be so among you. In that statement, Jesus establishes a characteristic of the way believers are to model leadership. We are to model leadership based on the actions of Jesus rather than the actions of our own human leaders. We saw last week that the foundation of that leadership was in investing in personal relationships with those you lead. Regardless of our style of leadership, i.e., how we are wired, we are to lead first by investing in one another. Today, we will continue our discussion by observing a principle that Jesus lived – responsible leadership takes the initiative. The authenticity of the text. The story is one of the most revealing of the way that Jesus encountered life and brought his grace to it. Please don’t let the footnote in your bible concern you. The story is not included in some of the oldest and most reliable Greek manuscripts. Yet, it is in later ones. What you see is the transparency within which the translators tells us exactly what the truth is. They do not hide the fact that in some of the oldest and best translations the story is missing. They tell us. The story still appears bc scholars believe it so clearly reflect the character, personhood, and actual dealing that Jesus had with people, Preceding chapter – just before the event, this has occurred:Officers- attempt arrest. Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:37):7 days, water from Siloam; 7th day, 7 xJesus - If anyone is thirsty let him come to me and drink” (7:37). People going to Jesus.Jesus has now returned to the same place he had been the day before. Really a test to determine where the people will “drink their water.”The OT law: Man and woman - stoned.Trap of Jesus. Justice – stone. Lose the crowd.Mercy – law. Lose the crowd. Law required. Two witnesses.Trial. The witness was to throw the first stone.The witness could choose mercyTodays sermon:How do you and I relate to the world in the same way that Jesus related to the adulterous woman?Beth KunkoskiPrayer



1. Jesus was not afraid to ask the hard questions. 

• John 8:7, John 8:10
• Who do you say that I am? Matt 16:15
• Do you want to get well? John 5
• Why did you doubt? Matt 14:31
• …, where are you? Gen 3:9
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He was not afraid to ask the hard questions.The first hard question Jesus asked: V 7, Is there anyone here who is wo sin? You be the first to cast the stone.Where is the witness? Rabbinical law. Lev 20:10, Deut 22:22 The second hard question:8:10 Does no one accuse you? Neither do I. She is guilty.Call to repent How often and at whom do we throw the first stone?  Everyone has become a stone thrower. Politicians, activists, cell phones Jesus rescues from the stone throwers The woman is not on the same side as the religious leaders.The “other side” in the debate?The “other” political view?The “other” person not wearing a mask or the “other side” wearing one?The “other” side of a social issue?The “other side” of the interpretation of scripture debate on womenDo you want to get well? John 5; 38 years waiting to get in the water first.Wrapped in self-pity to the point that it was his self-identity. When we complain to God why we are still in the same place, year after year, perhaps we need to see Jesus as the one who offers us a new way, a new day.Why did you doubt?Peter walking on water. Matt 14:31Where are you to - Adam.



• Jesus’ hard statements always had a redemptive 
purpose – to lead us out of darkness into light.

• John 8:11, … go, sin no more.
• John 4:16, Go, call your husband
• Luke 9:23
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Jesus hard questions always had a redemptive purpose – to lead us out of darkness; out of ourselves. She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more."] (Jn. 8:11 ESV)John 4:16. Go call your husband. Uncommon leadership: Jesus does not say the hard things to condemn or punish but to bring life thru repentance Lk. 9:23  And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. (ESV)(Jn. 8:31-32  So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." NAS)



2. Jesus had a heart for the broken. He was often on 
their side of the “line.”

A. John 8:10, Where are your accusers?
B. Luke 4:18-19, proclaim liberty to captives…
C. John 12:4-8, Let her alone…  
D. Like 15, the lost son. 
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Straightening up, Jesus said to her, "Woman, where are they? Did no one condemn you?" (Jn. 8:10 NAU)Jesus has a heart for the broken, for people “on the wrong side” of the line. People in the ditch regardless of how they got there.Woman’s desperation:Silent. Nothing is said. Fear? Frozen?Defenseless in her guilt; no one crying for mercy; Powerless in a male dominated society. (Where is the man?)Wo rights. She is woman.Was she the victim of her husbands injustice?Why stone her? Not practiced. Why not just divorce her?The victim of a setup, the religious leaders trying to frame her to get at Jesus?Jn. 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. (ESV)(Lk. 4:18-19 ESV)  18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." (Lk. 4:18-19 ESV)John 12:4-8; Jesus stands up for Mary against Judas.Luke 15, he stands up for the lost son. How? By giving him to his choice and at the right moment “inviting him home.”Jesus took a stand for those society stood against. Underdog?Widow, orphan, foreign-born.Women in a male-dominated world. Jesus’ actions towards the woman went against the culture of his day. He stood up for the adulteress against the more powerful religious leaders. What was his action saying to us?Where are your accusers? Matt. 15:2-3 Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat." 3 He answered them, "And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? (ESV)Rev. 12:10-11 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. (ESV)Jn. 12:4-8  But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, "Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 8 For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me." (ESV)Video.Which side of the line is Jesus on? The powerful or the defenseless?



3. Jesus will one day take the place of the adulterous 
woman, but on a cross, condemned by the stone 
throwers! 

A. Jesus is the only one without sin. 
B. How do you think the woman looked at Jesus after he 

rescued her? 
C. Have you identified with her yet?
D. Have you looked to him for salvation?
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 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Rom. 3:23 ESV)



Next steps:

1. Read Luke & John. Identify acts of leadership that Jesus 
did. 

2. Pray about this question: “Am I leading others with the 
model of Jesus or my own model”?
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