
Luke 19:1-10
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Presentation Notes
Like 19:1-10Uncommon Leadership.This series is entitled “uncommon” leadership bc it focuses on the biblical definition of leadership.  The founding principle we looked at last week where in Matt 20:25 Jesus confronts his 12 by holding them accountable for their jealousy of one another as to who was the greatest among them. He said to them – it shall not be so among you. In that statement, Jesus establishes a characteristic of the way believers are to model leadership. We are to model leadership based on the actions of Jesus rather than the actions of our own human leaders. We saw last week that the foundation of that leadership was in investing in personal relationships with those you lead. Regardless of our style of leadership, i.e., how we are wired, we are to lead first by investing in one another. Today, we will continue our discussion by observing a principle that Jesus lived – responsible leadership takes the initiative. Zacchaeus. Tax collector. Engaged by the Roman Empire, having purchased a territory for the collection of taxes. He could literally charge whatever he could get. Considered a traitor by the his neighbors, and a swindler, thief, persona nongrataCity of Jericho.  The story of Zacchaeus will take place in the city of Jericho, located today in the West Bank, population of around 20,000, known as the city of Palms Trees in Deut 34:3 and considered the oldest city on the planet. It is located just West of the Jordan River and 30 mi east of Jerusalem. It I is also about 1000 ft below sea level and considered to be the lowest city in the world, an oasis unto itself, and the prime location of the rich and famous! If you had to pick the location in the first century where a “Zacchaeus” might live, Jericho would be that location. . Mahima Poturaju will read. Prayer



What do we mean -- “A responsible leader takes 
the initiative.”?

What is “initiative”?
A. To take an introductory or first step.
B. To assess and step independently.
C. To act or take charge before others do.
D. Biblical Greek – “emautou” (John’s gospel):

• “of one’s self”
• “of one’s own accord.”
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What do we mean -- “A responsible leader takes the initiative.”?Initiative. an introductory step.the ability to assess and initiate things independently.to act or take charge before others do.What Adam did not do.Greek word. “Initiative” from the Greek “emautou,” “of one’s self,” “on one's own accord.” 9x in NAS translation. Examples:Students:To clean your room wo your mom telling you.To cut the grass, take out the trash, wash the dishes in the sinkTo initiate a savings plan for college or to buy a home or automobile.To service the car wo your spouse asking you to do so.Last week – responsibility -  defined as “performing certain tasks to achieve desired results.” John 17 - Jesus reported to the father on what he had been assigned to do – his mission, to reveal the name of God in the context of love (17:26)  – for God so loved the world. He did that – the cross being the ultimate statement of God’s love for humanity.  What then was the first step that Jesus took to accomplish his mission?Baptized by John in the Jordan River.  (Matt 3) Jesus took initiative when he made his way to the Baptist for his baptism. Initiative, as it relates to responsibility -- it is the first born child of responsibility. Perform a task to achieve certain results – the first task, the first step, is initiative. If you never get around to taking your first step, then you will never be responsible. If you are not responsible how could you ever follow Christ, who was responsible?A responsible leader takes the initiative. Following Jesus is not only obeying his specific commands but “doing life” the way Jesus did. Leading the way Jesus led!



1. For Jesus, initiative was an act of obedience. 
Obedience “fed” Jesus (and others) spiritually.

• John 5:19-20, 12:49; John 8:42.
• Jn. 8:28 So Jesus said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then 

you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own 
initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me. 

• Holy Spirit - John 16:13
• John 4:34-35
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Initiative was an act of obedience for Jesus..Sabbath healing. John 5:19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. John 12:49  "For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. John 8:42  Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. NAU)Jn. 10:17-18  "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. 18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father." (NAU)Holy Spirit:Jn. 16:13  "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; …. (NAU)Initiative was an of obedience that fed Jesus spiritually.John 4: 34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work. 



2. In order for Jesus to take the initiative, he had to 
live life with his “eyes open.”

Zacchaeus. Luke 19:3-5
• As Jesus was passing through, he “saw.” No one told 

Jesus what to do. He “acted” on what he saw.
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Jesus did not have a “list” God had given him. He initiated independently as He “saw” needs and opportunities.Lk. 19:3-5  And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today." (ESV)Jn. 6:44  "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. (NAU)"But there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him. 65 And He was saying, "For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father." (Jn. 6:64-65 NAU)Who put Jesus in the sycamore tree?The condition of Zacchaeus heart caused him to climb the tree to see Jesus.What is your mindset in your place of leadership?In your area of life, what you are responsible for, are your eyes open to how and what you might do to succeed in life? To be an effective leader? Are you ready to take some first steps, some independent, first steps?Lead like Jesus – What about those who are struggling around you?What about how a husband is to lead in his home? You do not find Jesus pointing fingers, yelling at everyone around him, ordering them around. You find him serving them, investing in them; and leading them by initiative – giving them someone to follow.Do you have a “honey-do” list that is only getting longer?Parents – Are your eyes open to what is going on in your child/youth’s life?Do you want to see when your kids are being irresponsible? Disruptive? Doing their homework, whether public school or homeschool?Work responsibilities –Does your employer/boss have to tell you what he wants you to do or do you see things that need to be done and do them (if in your lane)?What if you changed your mind-set about leading and doing?





3. Jesus made decisions “in his lane” – even 
unpopular ones.

A. Jesus took the initiative about dinner! He invited 
himself. V 5. 

B. Everyone did not agree with Jesus’ actions or decisions. 
V 7.

C. He did so “in his lane.” v 10.
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Jesus made decisions “in his lane” – even unpopular ones.V5. I must stay at your house today.Everyone did not agree. Lk. 19:7, they all grumbled, “John 12 – Judas and the anointing. Scribes and Pharisees. Healing. Temple. John 2.Please God or othersGal. 1:10  For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. (ESV)He did so in his lane.  V 10. The Son of man came to seek and to save the lost.”“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”In the authority God had given him:No one can come to me unless the father who sent me draws him. John 6:44The ones you have given me, I have lost none. To the Jew first, then the Gentile.John 1:11, Everything? A lane is the area that I say grace over; the area that I have a job to do. Jesus is still in the lane of “seeking and saving the Lost.”Take a step of initiative to Jesus this morning…



Next steps:

1. Read Luke & John. Identify acts of leadership that Jesus 
did. 

2. Pray about this question: “Am I leading others with the 
model of Jesus or my own model”?



Summary of main points thus far.

1. Leader is someone who influences another’s 
thinking, behavior, beliefs. 
• Christians are all called to lead bc we are called 

to influence others for Christ
2. Jesus led by investing in a small group of people. He 

chose them, called them, and prepared them.
3. Jesus led responsibly. 
4. Today - Jesus took the initiative.
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