
Mark 10:46-52 
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Mark 10:46-52Miracles – Do you believe in miracles today? Most believers would say “yes.”  Why then do we not see more of them, particularly, the noteworthy, those more similar to what we read about in Luke 18--  a man who has lost his sight, regains it; completely, with the proclamation of Jesus, the man is instantly healed. How come we don’t see more of this type?Today, I begin a two-part series on Miracles. I believe that God has led me to this series, the timing of which is logical to me, having just returned from India. Today, I will deal primarily with the What, When, and the How of miracles. Next week, I will look at the question, “Why don’t we see more spectacular miracles today than we do?”Pray Read Scripture.After returning from India just 8 days, prior, the experience is fresh on my mind still. In the text, there is a beggar alongside the road. Mark’s gospel has the story also; surprisingly, the beggar has a name – Bartimaeus. India has a throng of beggars. They line the roadsides, both in the city and out. I recall one in particular that sticks out in my mind. She was asleep on the median, curled up in a fetal like position. On either side of her were the highway; busy throngs of yellow, open air taxis, trucks, and vehicles, each beeping its horn alerting you that he was coming. In spite of the deafening noise, the beggar was asleep. It was as if the corner of ground she had curled into was her ground, her space, her home. It was like she was hiding in the open; the sheer volume of traffic on either sider of her was her cover. No one was going to disturb her on the spot of ground she had claimed. What also struck me was the stray dog. Hundreds of stray dogs in India. Not pets, mind you. Skinny, ugly, wiry dogs. One was curled up alongside her. Two beggars, not one. The woman and her dog. My heart broke as I watched her motionless body. She needed a miracle; so did her dog.How is it that beggars still line the streets of most modern-day cities? If miracles occur today, why are their beggars, the homeless, the sick, the coronavirus? How come? Lets talk about it.Prayer.Read scripture. A beggar is in the story. He has found his space as well. Also, on a busy thoroughfare– the road that leads from Jerusalem down to Jericho. 



1. What is a “miracle”? 

• A surprising and welcome event that is 
not explicable by natural or scientific 
laws and is therefore considered to be 
the work of a divine agency.  
• "the miracle of rising from the grave“ 
• The healing of Bartimaeus 
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Blessing vs miracle.A blessing from God and a miracle are two different things. A blessing is the favor of God that someone receives but it is not necessarily a miracle. A miracle is a supernatural event that only God can do. Terms used to describe a miracle:“Sign of healing.” Acts 4:16, 22 (ESV)“Wonders.” Acts 2:19, 22, 43“Signs and wonders.” Acts 4:30, 5:12“Miracle” (“mighty work” (ESV). Mark 6:5, Acts 4:16 (NAU)



Some “spectacular” NT miracles.  
A. The storm.” Mk 4:39 
B. Walk on water.  Matt 14:25, 39 
C. Dead raised - 3x. John 11, Matt 9:25 
D. Blind, lepers, disabled, all sickness. 
E. Great catch of fish. 2x 
F. Virgin birth and resurrection of Jesus. 
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The storm “hushed.” Mk 4:39Walk on water.  Matt 14:25Peter joins him for a moment. Matt 14:393 - Dead raised. Lots more than 3 died in 3 years.Lazarus. Luke 11:43Little girl. Matt 9:25Young man. Luke 7:14-15Tabitha – Simon Peter. Acts 9:38Paul – young man fell out of windowBlind, lepers, lame, mute, fevers, sick healed. Mt 11:5Virgin birth and resurrection of Jesus.



2. When did miracles occur? 
A. As Jesus was “passing by.” Luke 

17:12 
B. Someone sent for Jesus.  Luke 8:49 
C. When Jesus was at or on his way to 

the Temple/synagogue on Sabbath. 
Matt 12:9 
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What is interesting is that in spite of the fact that Jesus clearly had the power to heal, he never went to places looking for someone to heal. When Jesus was passing by:Bartimaeus.10 lepers he healed. Luke 17:12Demons delivered. Legion. Mark 5:9Woman w discharge of blood for 12 years. Mark 5:25Someone sent for Jesus (or brought sick to him)Jairus’ daughter. Luke 8:49Man let down thru roof. Luke 5At synagogue or Temple on the SabbathWithered hand. Matt 12:9Demonic deliverance. Mark 1:23-26Blind from birth. John 9Disabled at Pool – 38 years. John 5Apostles. Man disabled from birth. Beautiful Gate. Acts 3:6Why didn’t Jesus have a healing ceremony and invite the people? Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man. (Jn. 2:23-25 ESV)Did not entrust himself to them. 



3. The purpose of miracles? 
A. To authenticate Jesus. Lk 5:24, Jn 5:36, 

Rom 1:4 
B. To bring us to faith. Lk 5:8; Acts 9:27 
C. To authenticate the preaching of the 

gospel. 1 Cor 2:2-5; Acts 2:38 
D. To give believers joy. Jn 16:24 
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To authenticate the person and message of Jesus Christ. (Lk. 5:24 ESV)  24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"-- he said to the man who was paralyzed-- "I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.“Jn. 5:36 "But the testimony which I have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish-- the very works that I do-- testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me. (NAU) Rom. 1:4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, (ESV)B. To bring us to faith in Jesus. Lk. 5:8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord." (ESV)C. To authenticate the gospel. 1 Cor. 2:2-5  For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. (ESV)D. To give us joy to the full.(Jn. 16:24)  Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. ESV)



Jesus refused to perform 
miracles for unbelieving skeptics.  

A. Mark 12:38-39, Mark 8:12 
B. Matt. 4:3 And the tempter came and 

said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become 
bread." But he answered… (NAU) 
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Jesus refused to perform a sign for an unbelieving, skeptic heart.Matt 12:38, Teacher we wish to see a sign from you.  Jesus does not perform signs and wonders for show or by demand of unbelievers, much like a vending machine producers crackers. No sign will be given you. Mark 8:12Satan is beyond the pale of repentance and salvation. He was a fallen angel and the Scripture tells us that angels will not experience salvation; only humans made in the image of God and created by God to be known by God and to know God can be forgiven of their sins. Satan’s temptation. One of the clearest examples of Jesus being tempted to do a miracle without a spiritual purpose was in his temptation by Satan in the wilderness. He is tempted to prove himself the SOG by satan. Jesus refuses. Why so? Jesus did not perform miracles so people would follow him as a miracle worker. John 2:23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing. 24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 25 and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.



4. Two things were necessary for 
a miracle to occur.  

A. The presence of the power of the Spirit to 
heal. Luke 5:17 
 

B. Faith in Almighty God to heal: 
1. the healer: Luke 17:6 
2. the healed: Bartimaeus faith 
3. Absence of faith: Mark 6:5-6 
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A. Presence of the power of the HS for healing:Lk. 5:17 One day He was teaching; and there were some Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing. (NAU)Lk. 4:1  And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness (ESV)Lk. 4:14  And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the surrounding country. (ESV)B.  Faith in the Almighty God.The healer. Lk. 17:6 And the Lord said, "If you had faith like a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and be planted in the sea'; and it would obey you. (NAU)Matt. 21:21 And Jesus answered and said to them, "Truly I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' it will happen. (NAU)The one healed. Matt. 9:22 But Jesus turning and seeing her said, "Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well." At once the woman was made well. (NAU)Matt. 8:13 And Jesus said to the centurion, "Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed that very moment. (NAU)Lk. 17:19 And He said to him, "Stand up and go; your faith has made you well." (NAU) (1/10 Lepers)Bartimaeus:Knows who Jesus of Nazareth is.Calls him Son of David – Messiah.Refuses to be silent. Makes a disturbance. Why?His faith in Jesus.Absence of faith: Hometown. Mk. 6:5-6 And He could do no miracle there except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And He wondered at their unbelief... (NAU)









Even Jesus’ healings were 
impacted by the absence of faith. 
•Mk. 6:5-6 And He could do no miracle 
there except that He laid His hands on a 
few sick people and healed them. 6 And 
He wondered at their unbelief... (NAU) 



Is the faith of our day like the 
unfaith of Jesus’ day? 

2 Tim 3:1, 5 … in the last days, there 
will come times of difficulty… For 
people will be lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God, having the 
appearance of godliness, but denying 
its power. Avoid such people. (ESV) 
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Is It possible that our skepticism is impacting God’s willingness to perform the miraculous?2 Tim 3:1, 5 … in the last days, there will come times of difficulty… For people will be lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. (ESV)



5. The faith-walk of Bartimaeus 
that brought healing: 

1. He believed. 10:47 
2. He refused to be silent. 10:48 
3. He persisted in his cry for healing. 
4. He threw off what hindered him. 10:50 
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What in your life are you willing to make a disturbance over to gain the attention of our Lord?



Did Jesus give his followers the 
gifts of the miraculous? 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes 
in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; 
and greater works than these he will do; 
because I go to the Father. (Jn. 14:12 
NAU) 
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