
Presenter
Presentation Notes
Context and introduction2 Cor 9:10-15The context of the passage today is that the Apostle Paul in chapters 8 & 9 of 2 Corinthians has challenged the church of Corinth, an area on the continent of Europe, to complete a financial gift that he has challenged them to make for the church in Jerusalem, people they did not know and their only connection with was that they were all believers in Jesus Christ.Why would people some 1000 miles away on a different continent, a different nationality, who spoke a different language make a sacrificial contribution to pay for the needs of a church in Jerusalem? What or who could motivate them to do this? They would never see the people, never visit the church, yet they raised a donation to do just that.  Is it possible that in some strange way the way we handle our money, reveals the spiritual condition of the human heart?  Is our heart open to what God says or hardened and resistant to anything I just don’t see?Ps 139:23 states, “Search me oh God and know my heart. Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.”  I am praying this morning that God will do just that. Your giving is a matter of the heart. And that when our hearts have been transformed by the Love of God, we are willing to do the unthinkable – to love as He loved? That is, instead of taking our glasses and pulling them down on our noses, as if to judge, we choose to give as He gave? The title of the sermon is Tithe – Why Should I? Pray with me….Read the text – 2 Cor 9:10-15



1 Tim. 6:18-19 Instruct them to do 
good, to be rich in good works, to be 
generous and ready to share, 19 storing 
up for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they 
may take hold of that which is life 
indeed. (NAU) 

MY INSTRUCTION FROM THE LORD: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to begin by sharing what God is commanding me to do today: Read with me 1 Tim 6:18-18.Notice:Be generous. I am commanded, as your shepherd, to instruct you to  be generous, ready to share with others. Generosity is a mindset that causes someone to want to give with liberality to your church, to others. Developing a mind to be generous has to have a proper motivation. There is no greater motivation than the reason why we give in the first place; as God first loved us and gave his only begotten, so we are to respond in love; his love for us being my motivation to be used as his instrument to love others. Be ready to share with others. Readiness is also a state of mind. Readiness causes us to look for ways to share, to give. It is wo regard to the amount, the frequency or the timing. To be in readiness means I am looking for ways to share. It has nothing to do with anyone else; only if I am looking, open eyes. Lastly, as you act, you are laying a foundation for your future. I am also to help you to see that in the long run, every act of generosity, every gift shared with others, is a seed that I am planting in my own future. Much like Leo planted fresh grass seed on the side yard a few weeks ago; it is now coming up, lush and green. So then as you put into action what I instruct you, you may be giving to others but you are really giving to yourself. 



A. Tithes (10%) - from my “increase”: 
• Lev 27:30, Neh 13:12; Deu 

14:22 
B. Offerings – special items; giving 

wo a plan; from my “surplus” or 
my pocket change. 

• 2 Cor 8:12 & 9:7. 

“TITHES” AND “OFFERINGS” WERE 
TWO SEPARATE TYPES OF GIFTS IN 
THE BIBLE.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As an introductory point of clarification, there are two basic types of giving in the Scriptures. There are “tithes” and there are “offerings.” Tithe, literally, is the 10th part, 10%. Tithers were given based upon the increase one received over a period of time. If you receive $1,000 a week as your pay, then how much is a tithe? A tithe is 10%. 1/10 of a 1,000 is 100. Offerings, on the other hand, were from one’s surplus, their savings. The offering in 2 Cor 8 & 9 is just that, an offering for the Jewish Church which had a great need for the poor, over and beyond their ability to provide for the poor. So Paul is persuading the Churches in Asia to collect an offering, over and above their weekly tithes, to give to the church in Jerusalem. That is why v 7 says, “Each person is to give as he has decided in his heart…” And, is acceptable according to what one has not what one does not have.” 



• Lk. 11:42 “…, you [Pharisees] ignore justice and 
the love of God. You should tithe, yes, but do not 
neglect the more important things.” (NLT) 

• Matt 5:17 Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 
to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

• Gen 14:20, 28:22; Luke 11:42 
 

1. JESUS DID NOT ABOLISH THE TITHE. HE GAVE 
US A REASON TO GIVE IT.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NT is silent. Some have said, “the NT does not mention the command to tithe so why do we still follow the OT law? In fact, Jesus does not even mention it. It is true that the NT does not repeat the command that was clearly present in the OT. But Jesus states that he did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill the law. He said it was easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the law (accent mark) to become void.  The Law to tithe is certainly more than an accent mark. If Jesus intended to abolish tithing as a law, he would have specifically said so. Tithing first in Scripture:Abraham gave to Priest of God, Melchizedek in Gen 14:20 receives Abraham’s tithe after a great victory. Expression of gratitude to God for the victory. Melchizedek received it on behalf of God.Jacob’s promise to God to return a 10th of his increase if God would bless him in flight from Esau. God did and so did Jacob. Gen 28:22



A. 2 Cor. 9:10 He who supplies seed 
to the sower and bread for food 
will supply and multiply your seed 
for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness. 

B. I “plant” (spend) the seed. 
C. God harvests the seed.  

2. GOD IS THE SUPPLIER OF MY 
“SEEDS.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our next point can be found in v 10. God is the supplier of my income. Notice what v 2:10 states. God is the one who supplies the seed to the sower. The sower is the one who plants the seed. In the agrarian society of Paul’s day, God’s hand is the hand through which everything passes and eventually comes into our hands. Applying the same principle to the modern-day would go this way, the income, the salary, the wages, the allowance as a youth or child, is given to us by God. Take my salary for example. It is the easiest way to demonstrate it because you pay your tithes and general offering to the church and from those sources, I receive a weekly check. Clearly, you could say that what comes into my bank account is because Gods people are motivated to give. What you give is like a seed placed in the hand of a sower who goes out into the filed and systematically plants the seeds in the ground. They bear fruit when you put your seeds into the offering plate, and I work, we serve the Lord and you. But ultimately because God commands us to tithe, then God is ultimately the one providing the seed.  Your check may be signed by the Defense Department, Johns Hopkins Medical Center… etc., but God is really the one providing the income. It doesn’t make any difference whether you acknowledge that or not. God, the creator and sustainer of our universe, is sustaining us through our income. In fact, in or Wednesday Night Bible study, the last book we finished was Hosea. In Hosea, Gomer is the wife of the prophet, Hosea. She commits adultery against her husband. Yet, in spite of Gomer’s sin, God still feeds, provides and takes care of Gomer. Even when Gomer ascribed the care she was receiving, not to God, but to Baal. Verse 2:8 states, “And she did not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the wine, and the oil, and who lavished on her silver and gold, which they used for Baal. (Hos. 2:8 ESV)God’s role is to supply the seed, that is my income. My role is to plant it, spend it, to sow it. God supplies the seed.I plant the seed when I spend or invest it.God harvests what I plant when an action occurs thru my planting.3. What happens if something interrupts the process?The harvest is impacted.



•  Lev. 27:30 One-tenth of the 
produce of the land, …, 
belongs to the LORD and must 
be set apart to him as holy.  

• Deut 14:22, Neh 13:12, Mal 3:8 
 

3. THE FIRST OF EVERY 10 “SEEDS” 
BELONGS TO THE LORD.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
God is the one who supplies the seed to us. Then we plant the seed. Then God harvests the seed. Out of the harvest, the first of every 10 seeds belongs to God. Let me illustrate with a packet of lima beans. I had hoped to purchase one of these for everyone. But unfortunately, these cost $1.78 each and you need 200, that’s almost $350. So let me show you:  Lets assume that this packet of seeds represents my weekly pay; we might say that every seed is equivalent in value to say $100. (Count out the seeds. The first one goes into a bowl for God. The next 9 go into a bowl for me. 



Mal. 3:8-10 Will man rob God? Yet you are 
robbing me. But you say, 'How have we robbed 
you?' In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are 
cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the 
whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe into 
the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. And thereby put me to the test, says the 
LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of 
heaven for you and pour down for you a 
blessing until there is no more need.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The people of Israel in Malachi the prophets day, were in the midst of a significant spiritual problem. The most serious part of the problem was that they did not acknowledge that they had strayed from God. The evidence was that they did not obey God. It is like Jesus says in John 14:21, “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." Why would God tell the people that the way to renew their relationship with Him was to tithe? Because tithing gives 10% away that I otherwise would have used to care for myself. I will only do that if I believe I am better off in the strong hands of God than I am in my own hands.  The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. (Ps. 16:5-6 ESV)Test me. Do you know that the command to tithe is the only command in Scripture that God accompanies the command, when we obey it, as a proof for his existence? The proof is not as if God is asking you to make an investment in Him that yields a better return. Rather, you will know he is real because he will open the doors of blessing so you can see that his light is the brighter light. 



A. Minimum amount - 10%. Lev 
27:30 

B. First in my hand. Proverbs 3:9 
C. “Unblemished” (best). Exod 

23:19 
D. For the “storehouse.” Ex 

23:19, Mal 3:10 

4. THE SCRIPTURE GIVES US THE 
“HOW” OF TITHING. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tithe is given to honor God as my loving “keeper,” my heavenly “father.” The tithe had four separate characteristics, all designed to honor God. Minimum amount. The tithe is 10% in amount. Lev 27:30 and many other passages.First by Abraham to Melchezedeck, Priest of God,  after a major victory in battle. Gen 14:18, 28:22, Lev 27:30Promised by Jacob if God would bless him as he fled from his brother. God authenticated by doing just that. It is as if Jacob did what God commanded before the command was actually given. Lev. 27:30 "Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORD's; it is holy to the LORD. (ESV).Firstfruits.  Prov. 3:9 Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; (ESV)NAUBest. Exod. 23:19 "The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the LORD your God.… IN our day and time, the “best” is defined differently. When the Jews gave away a diseased animal, they gave away what they would not miss – another way to say is that they just forgot to count the 10th animal or the 10th part. Here is how you give your best:Strategy to fulfill the commandment. Give according to an established, regular plan that works wo regard to your attendance at church.You may return to giving by mail, including bill-pay. Mail to the POB not 3030 Bethany Lane. Last week, we received two checks dated the first of April, a 20 day delay.Storehouse. “house of the Lord” Ex 23:19, and “Storehouse” in Mal 3:10. For use in the temple of the Lord, the place where the people came to worship God or the priests who conducted the worship. So important was the tithe and where it came, we find the strongest word in the closing book of the Ot:



Mal. 3:7-8a From the days of your fathers you 
have turned aside from my statutes and have 
not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to 
you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, 
'How shall we return?‘… In your tithes and 
contributions.. (ESV) 

5. HOW WE GIVE (OR IF WE GIVE) IS A 
SPIRITUAL THERMOMETER OF OUR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The people of Israel in Malachi the prophets day, were in the midst of a significant spiritual problem. The most serious part of the problem was that they did not acknowledge that they had strayed from God. The evidence was that they did not obey God. It is like Jesus says in John 14:21, “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." Why would God tell the people that the way to renew their relationship with Him was to tithe? Because tithing gives 10% away that I otherwise would have used to care for myself. I will only do that if I believe I am better off in the strong hands of God than I am in my own hands.  The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. (Ps. 16:5-6 ESV)



1. BC God believes it best for me. 
2. BC my tithe gives testimony that I have put my 

life in His strong hands. 
3. BC I believe in my church and the harvest that 

God produces through my “seeds.” 
4. BC I love Jesus. He says that the “how” of my 

giving tells Him so. 
5. BC I gave up robbing God a long time ago.  

 

• WHY DO I TITHE? 



2 Cor. 9:10 He who supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food will 
supply and multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness. (ESV) 

4. GOD MULTIPLIES THE TITHES AND 
OFFERINGS OF HIS PEOPLE TO 
ACCOMPLISH HIS WILL. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you and I are obedient to the direction of our Lord there are promised blessings:He will multiply the seed:I receive so that I can sow more Increase the harvest from the seed I sow -- in my life and the lives of others. 



1. Ps 139:23. Search me oh God and 
know my heart. Try me and know 
my ways. And see if there be any 
grievous way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting.  

2. Decide today if God wants you to 
change how you plant the “seeds” 
that come into your hand.  

NEXT STEPS  
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