
Allowing the Cross of Jesus to Speak 
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
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Presentation Notes
This morning we begin a two-part series entitled The Case for Christ. We will look at the cross today and the resurrection next Sunday.  How is it possible that the all-knowing, all powerful, Creator of the universe, allowed human beings to kill him? Either he is not all knowing, all powerful, or there is more to the story. Who really killed Jesus? The Roman procurator, Pontius Pilate who was the only human being who had the authority to send Jesus to the cross or the Jewish religions leaders (and people), who condemned Jesus of the crime of blasphemy, that is, Jesus claimed to be the Son of God, and according to Jewish interpretation of the Scripture, that warranted the death penalty. Just as the Jewish leaders did not have the authority to execute the death penalty. Only Pontius Pilate had that authority. Who killed Jesus?  Perhaps to get the answer to the question, we need to let the cross speak. Let us pray. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-8



1. The crucifixion of Jesus is an 
established historical fact. 

 Paul’s claim: 
•1 Cor. 15:3 For I delivered to you as 
of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures, 
• Isaiah 53:5, Ps 22: 
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The objective evidence. If we are making the case for Jesus, I propose that the place where we begin is with the objective evidence. The objective evidence is different than subjective evidence. Subjective evidence, according to dictionary.com, is “based on or influenced by personal feelings, tastes, or opinions.” In the case of the crucifixion of Jesus, the truth of the crucifixion is not based upon our feelings or our personal opinions. It is based on, first, the fact of the death of Jesus on a cross.  I would go so far as to say that the cross is of first importance to the Christian faith; but that is not a subjective statement, it is objective. The cross as objective evidence is not a matter of faith. Compare the cross to the vision of Joseph Smith or the vision of the Muhammad. Joseph Smith. The Mormon faith is founded upon the vision of Joseph Smith in the 1820-830’s. The Church of Latter Day Saints is the outgrowth of Joseph’s Smith’s vision. If one were to compare the cross of Jesus to the golden plates of Joseph Smith’s Church of Latter Day saints, perhaps we have an apples to apples comparison. They either existed at one time or they didn’t. How could we prove they existed? In the Spring of 1820, Smith said he received his “First Vision,” wherein he was instructed by an angel sent from God not to be a part of any church of his day because they had it all wrong. Smith reported several angelic visitations. In one of these visions, Smith reports that he was instructed to form the true Christian Church. And the Book of Mormon was the correct book to establish the correct doctrine of the church. But no one else received the angelic visions and there is no external objective evidence of any of his visions, in spite of the fact that Smith stated that the Book of Morman was translated from writings on golden plates in a reformed Egyptian language. After the translation of the plates, Smith said the golden plates were returned to the angel or the angel took them back to heaven, regardless, they do not exist. They have never be seen again. There is no archaeological or historical evidence to document Smith’s claim. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mormonism#Brief_history Let is look at some of the Objective evidence for the crucifixion of Jesus. Biblical evidence (of course, I am aware that any evidence I provide you from the Bible is self-serving. But all the same, it is still evidence. Just because the four gospels all claim that Jesus died on the cross does not mean that the witnesses of his crucifixion all lied. In fact, this must be where we begin as our starting point – with those who followed him. Cross appears 29x in NTCrucified – 39x in NTCrucify – 9x in NTApostle Paul – 1 Cor 1:17-18, Gal 5:11, 6:141 Cor. 1:17-18  For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.. (ESV)Gal. 6:14  But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (ESV)Col. 1:20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. (ESV)Col. 2:13-14  And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. (ESV)Rev. 1:5  and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood (ESV)But what about non-Christian sources, what do they tell us about the crucifixion of Jesus?? 



Tacitus – Roman senator and 
historian. “Annals, 15:44” AD 64. 

“… Nero fastened the guilt [of the burning 
of Rome] and inflicted the most exquisite 
tortures on a class hated for their 
abominations, called Christians by the 
populace. Christus, from whom the name 
had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty 
[crucifixion] during the reign of Tiberius at 
the hands of one of our procurators, 
Pontius Pilatus. … "  
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Great Fire of Rome, AD 7/19/64.  Tacitus was a Roman historian. AD 56 – 120)  He was not a Christian. A Roman senator and a historian. The Great Fire of Rome occurred in AD 64, July 19, and lasted for 6 days, reigniting for another 3 days. 2/3 of Rome was destroyed, including the Emperor Nero’s palace. In his Annals, Josephus writes…Consequently, to get rid of the report [that Nero caused the Great Fire], Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations [drink “blood”], called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty [crucifixion] during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition [resurrection], thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, …. Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty [to being Christians]; then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of [setting the city on fire], as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had expired. Nero offered his gardens for the spectacle, …. Hence, even for criminals who deserved extreme and exemplary punishment, there arose a feeling of compassion; for it was not, as it seemed, for the public good, but to glut one man's cruelty, that they were being destroyed.If he intended to state favorably towards Christianity, why would he state “a class hated for their abominations”? The “abominations” relate to the Lord’s supper wherein it was spread that Christians drank the blood of their victims; and their “love feast,” referring to the partaking of the body and blood of Christ who loved us in his death, was actually a sexual orgy. 



Josephus, Jewish/Roman Historian. 

•Antiquities 20-200: “James, the 
brother of Jesus who was called 
“Christ,” was brought before the 
Sanhedrin and after judgment, Annas 
delivered James to be stoned.” 
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Josephus was a Jewish historian. He was born AD 37, and his father was Mathias, a high priest of Judaism. Josephus would have been reared in a family in the period that Christianity was being birthed and seen as a threat to Judaism.  He went over to the Romans in AD 66 following the Roman victory under Vespasian. He gave his historical skills in exchange for his life and eventually became a Roman citizen. Antiquities 20-200, Josephus gives us the history of the death of James the brother of Christ at the instigation of the High Priest, Annas. He reports that James, the brother of Jesus who was called “Christ,” was brought before the Sanhedrin and after judgment, Annas delivered James to be stoned. 



•Antiquities, 18-3. About this time 
there lived Jesus, a wise man, .... He 
won over many Jews and many of 
the Greeks. ... And when, upon the 
accusation of the principal men 
among us, Pilate had condemned 
him to a cross, … those who had 
first come to love him did not cease.  
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Antiquities, 18-3. About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, ... For he was one who performed surprising deeds and was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many of the Greeks. ... And when, upon the accusation of the principal men among us, Pilate had condemned him to a cross, … those who had first come to love him did not cease. He appeared to them … a third day restored to life,The importance of these sources is that the two I have mentioned are hostile towards Christians. So then, if we find the testimony of ancient historians who accept the historicity of the cross of Jesus, then our sources support that Jesus lived and he was crucified by Pontius Pilate after condemnation by the Jewish religious leaders. How does the fact of the cross speak to us? 1 Cor 15:3, “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.” Isa. 53:3-5  (written 700 years earlier). 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. (ESV)Human beings stumble. We fall.Created to choose God but have the freedom not to.Cross is God’s response to our free will. Not the fact of crucifixion that causes the cross to speak. It is rather that God has so empowered the cross to offer forgiveness for our sins because of whose life was offered on it. Without Jesus, the cross is simply an instrument of death but with Jesus on the cross in my place and yours, the cross takes on the power to forgive. That is what the Apostle Paul speaks about when he says 1 Cor. 1:17-18  For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.” The power of Paul’s preaching was not what birthed the church, it was the power of the cross with Jesus Christ dying on it



2. The “folly” of the cross speaks 
“who done it.” 

•1 Cor 1:18, 23 For the word of the 
cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. …  23 but 
we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, (Gal 3:13, Deut 21:22-23) 
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The Word of the cross.  V 18.The folly/foolishness (moria) of the cross reveals the divine hand behind the crucifixion. Here is what I mean by that. What a way to save the world. Paul in Athens. When the Apostle Paul walked into Athens Greece (Acts 17:15) and was stirred in his spirit by the statue to the unknown God, it moved him to share about Jesus Christ and the resurrection (Acts 17:16). Paul never said anything about the cross and the crucifixion of the Savior Jesus. to the Aeropagus. Because he knew if he mentioned the crucifixion by a man of a God, they would not hear another word. Bc it is crazy idea. At the end of his talk, he mentioned  32 “Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, "We shall hear you again concerning this." (Acts 17:32 NAU) and Paul went out of their midst. No Jew would have ever done it that way. No Roman would have conceived it that way. Notice first what 1 Cor 1:23 states, “but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to the Jews.”Deut 21:22-23, Gal 3:13The stumbling block of the cross to a Jew is that the cross is a tree, so anyone who is upon it in death  is under God’s curse. So how can Jesus be the anointed one of God, the Messiah, if he is under a curse by God? What this actually does is demonstrate that God did it. No Jewish follower of Jesus would have ever concocted the crucifixion of Jesus Christ as being the means of forgiveness for our sins; because Jews would not believe in Jesus as the Messiah because he would be under a curse. Romans. The Romans saw it similarly. Cicero, famous Roman statesman and orator, said, “Let the very name of the cross be far away, not only from the body of a Roman citizen, but even from his thoughts, his eyes, his ears. The Roman citizen was exempt from this form of punishment. Only a slave or someone who had committed treason, desertion in the face of the enemy, sedition, was to die in this way. Jews were crucified by the Romans according to Josephus, Antiquities, XII, v4. The Word of the Cross –God has left his fingerprints in the cross. It is as if he is saying, “I done it.” 



3. You and I must be worth it.  

• Isa. 53:7, He was oppressed, and he 
was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth; like a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and like a sheep that 
before its shearers is silent, so he 
opened not his mouth. … 
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Video on crucifixion.



3. You and I must be worth it.  

• Isa. 53:10 But the LORD was pleased 
To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If 
He would render Himself as a guilt 
offering, He will see His offspring, He 
will prolong His days, And the good 
pleasure of the LORD will prosper in 
His hand. (NAU) 
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Video on crucifixion.Isaiah 53:10 gives us another Word on the cross. It says that the Lord, God, was pleased to crush Him if he would render himself a guilt offering. For who? For you and me. Consider what he endured as a guilt offering. Drops of blood in the Garden. Why?Ps 22. My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?. …  7 All who see me sneer at me; They separate with the lip, they wag the head, saying, 8 "Commit yourself to the LORD; let Him deliver him; Let Him rescue him, because He delights in him. .. 12 Many bulls have surrounded me; Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled me. 13 They open wide their mouth at me, As a ravening and a roaring lion. 14 I am poured out like water,…; My heart is like wax; It is melted within me. 15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And my tongue cleaves to my jaws; And You lay me in the dust of death. 16 For dogs have surrounded me; A band of evildoers has encompassed me; They pierced my hands and my feet. 17 I can count all my bones. They look, they stare at me; 18 They divide my garments among them, And for my clothing they cast lots. Denied by his key disciple, Peter, 3xBetrayed by one of his own, Judas. Abandoned by all disciples except JohnOnly one family member at the foot of the cross, his mother.Humiliated by those he died for, Wore crown of thorns, Wore a purple robeHis clothes were stripped from him, so he was naked in his death;and the Romans drew lots for his clothes.Mocking sign on the cross, “King of the Jews”Mocked by those at the crucifixion who dared him to come down if he really was the SOGPhysically too weak to carry the crossbeam due to his having been beaten, Scourged 39 lashes by the Roman guardsMy God, my God, whySins of the whole world upon him.  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 Jn. 2:2 ESV)



4. The crucifixion of Jesus is the 
action that brings reconciliation 
between holy God and humanity. 

•Apostle John: 
•1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.  
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It is the word translated in English, “propitiation.” Think about that word to refer to an object that you might use so that you might gain another’s favor. Or maybe this past week at school, you got in a fight. In your mind, you were justified; but all the same, your mom (and dad) and you are “out of sorts.” So what do you do to make things right? Do you talk and talk and try to convince your mom that it really wasn’t your fault even though you threw the first punch? Or do you say, “Mom, I am sorry. I shouldn’t have gotten in the fight. Here is what I want to do: I will clean the dishes for an entire week for you.” Then your act of propitiation would be offered to make you and mom (and dad) right; to reconcile you to your parents. It is like that we the act of Jesus to allow himself to be nailed to the cross. He gave his entire life, his breath, everything so that he could make you and me right with God. He is the act of propitiation on our behalf. He is the means whereby we are reconciled to God. So then, the evidence of the undying love of God is that Jesus took our place on the cross. His blood served as the means of forgiveness. God accepted what Jesus did and reconciled us to himself. But the reason why Jesus’ act of propitiation is called an act of love is that he did not commit the wrong that broke relationship with God – we did. Jesus, sinless but human, sacrifices his body, his blood, for my actions. That is love. 1Jo 4:10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Rom 3:25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  2Co 5:19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  
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