
Does Scripture Have its Rightful 
Place in our Lives? 
2 Timothy 3:14-17 
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•Do we have a crisis in 
our knowledge of right 
and wrong? 

•Has our “conscience” 
become confused? 
•Catherine Pugh’s 
book sales. 

•College Admissions 
Scandal. 
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The series. If I had to say what brought this sermon series together, it was a discussion by the staff in our sermon planning meetings. We felt like there seemed to be disconnect in our society over right and wrong, and not only society, but also in the church. Based on the many admissions of wrong doing, and apologies being issued almost every time you turned around at all levels of society, we see that sin and wrong-doing was ever present under the cover of darkness. And then,  God decided to lift the cover. It was as if God was bringing it all out in the open. No one was exempt. Gordon Caplan. One of the most recent is the college admissions scandal. This past week, Gordon Caplan, co-chairman of the New York based legal firm, Willie, Farr & Gallagher, apologized for his role in the college admission scandal and said I am "deeply ashamed of my behavior and my actions.“ According to Reuters new service, “Prosecutors said that Caplan paid a designated foundation $75,000 in exchange for a proctor correcting his daughter’s answers to her ACT college entrance exam.” Mr. Caplan has now been forced to resign from the firm. Not confusion but it doesn’t matter. A related problem is not that we don’t know what right or wrong is, but we choose to ignore any standard of right or wrong. After all, nobody will know anyway. Martin Luther, the protestant reformer, who in 1517 was used by God to launch the protestant reformation when he posted on the door of the church at Wittenberg, his 17 theses, 17 challenges to the church’s interpretation of truth and practices not in keeping with the Word of God.  Martin Luther is quoted as saying “My conscience is subject to the Word of God.” It begs the question, “what is your conscience subject to?”Unattended backpack. For example, if you saw an unattended backpack at school, would your conscience sufficiently inform you to not steal its contents? It seems that Baltimore’s mayor, Catherine Pugh, is alleged to have “filled up her backpack” with $500,000 from the sales of her Healthy Holly Books. She is alleged to have sold them to the Univer of Md Medical System where she was on the Board of Directors. According to WJZ, they have found 9000 of the books in a warehouse in Baltimore and another 66,000 are unaccounted for.  Would you say that we have lost sight of right and wrong; or, would you say that even when we know what is right or wrong it is no longer the authority for our lives? Today, we will conclude this series. The title of the Sermon is “Does Scripture Have its Rightful Place in our Lives?Prayer.Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17Healthy HollyAlleged sales:Univ of Md Med System - $500,000; (buys every 2 years)9000 in Balt warehouse; 60,000 unaccounted for. The city Board of Ethics has started its investigation of Pugh’s business deals and whether they affected city business.College Admissions Scandal – overseen by Rick Singer, who presented the kids as fake athletic recruits:33 parents, including actresses Felicity Huffman and Lori Loughlin, and Gordon Caplan, co-chairman of the New York  based legal firm, Willie, Farr & Gallagher, pled guilty.  “Prosecutors said that Caplan paid Singer’s foundation $75,000 in exchange for the consultant arranging to have an associate proctor his daughter’s ACT college entrance exam and correct her answers.” reuters.company



1. The author of all Scripture is God.  
•2 Tim. 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, (ESV) 

•1 Thess. 2:13 And we also thank God …, that 
when you received the word of God, which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of 
men but as what it really is, the word of God, 
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The first point we need make is the express claim of 2 Tim 3:16:All scripture – that means all 66 books, 27 NT and 39 OT is given to us by God. That means, God is the source of the words. They may be penned by over 40 writers, but they are writing what God, through the HS, has informed them to write. I have chosen to give the KJV because the ESV and the NIV use non-traditional words in their translations.  2. So what if the bible is the word of God? Does the bible inform my decisions? But I suppose the question we must ask ourselves is “so what”? There are lots of people who believe that this is God’s Word but the Word of God is not something they see as relevant to their daily decisions. If at school, you have an opportunity to make fun of someone or laugh at their misfortune, do you do it?When it comes to doing your homework to the best of your ability, do you do it? Because he said that we are to do all things to the glory of God. Or suppose you have a disagreement with someone at work, school, or church. What do you do? Never speak to them again? What are you going to do with what the bible ways about “Being at the altar and there remembering that someone has something against you, leave your offering at the altar and go be reconciled.”  So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. (Matt. 5:23-24 ESV)Does the Bible have any bearing on what I choose to do? That is, does the bible have any authority in my life?Adam and eve. We could say that Adam and Eve knew that God’s command not to eat of the tree in the Garden was God’s word to them. Yet, the serpent’s line of temptation went this way, “Has God really said…” So, casting doubt on the goodness of God and His word, they chose to allow the tempter to be the authority they submitted to, and they fell. King David. Not only committed adultery but murdered Bathsheba’s husband.Do I consider the Word of God to be “profitable” for my life?Profitable. Profitable translates a Greek word that means, useful, beneficial, advantageous. So because it is God’s Word, and He is God, I choose to come under its authority so as to obey it.It is God’s word given to us for our express good – and the good of others.Do I pick it up to guide me? Do I let it speak to me? Do I abide in it?John 8:31-32, If you are truly my disciples, you will abide in my word, and you will know the truth and it will make you free.



Jesus considered Scripture 
to be authored by God. 

•Jn. 7:15-16 The Jews therefore marveled, saying, 
"How is it that this man has learning, when he 
has never studied?" 16 So Jesus answered them, 
"My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 

• “It is written” occurs 80x in Scripture -- 64x in NT. 
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God or human beings?  Of course, the question we must ask ourselves is so very relevant to all humanity. Did God really write the Bible? Is he the author or is the Bible authored by human beings? Because if authored beings, why should any of us follow it? Why should it have any moral claim on our lives, if authored by humans? External evidences to affirm that the Bible is true, accurate, and profitable for our lives today.Great sacrifices made to bring it to us:John WycliffeWilliam TyndaleScribes and copyistsChurch fathersRole of archaeology:Dead Sea ScrollsBiblical Shiloh, Ark of the CovenantJerusalem – the treasure trove of ancient artifactsTextual criticsPainstaking effort to bring us the texts closest to our originalCodex SinaiticusCodex VaticanusCompared ancient secular writings to the Bible:Illiad by Homer, Herodutus’ Histories, to the Bible and seen how the Bible is by far the most authenticated ancient text of any ancient text.



2. What does it mean that Scripture is 
“inspired”? 

A. Inspired (breathed out) – God spoke it.  
•The Holy Spirit gives His words to human writers 
to communicate what God considered to be 
profitable for us as His truth. 2 Tim 3:16-17; 
Prov 30:5) (Adapted from John Piper)  

B. The Bible is a verbal expression of God’s 
thought. What it says, God says. (F Bruce) 
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What do we mean when we say that the Scripture is “inspired”? 2 Tim. 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: (KJV/NAS/NLT; but not ESV/NIV)2 Tim. 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, (ESV)From the Greek word, “theo-pneustos,” “theo” – God; “pneustos” – breathed. John Piper puts it this way, “Inspired” means – God’s Holy Spirit gave his words to human writers to … communicate what he considered to be profitable for us as His truth. The phrase “Word of God” is used in 43 verses in the Scriptures. Prov 30:5 puts it this way, “Every word of God proves true; ….” (Prov. 30:5 ESV)What inspiration is not.  When we say the Scripture is “inspired” we do not mean that when I read it, I get inspired. A good book I am reading right now is entitled, “Jesus or Allah” by the late Nabeel Qureshi. As Nabeel explains his conversion experience from Islam and as he describes Jesus, I get inspired, uplifted. That is not what we are saying when we say the scripture is inspired by God. FF Bruce – The Bible is the verbal expression of God’s thought. What it says, God says. The Bible expresses the teachings, commandments, events and actions, so that we can know God, so we can understand how he works, how he loves, how he shelters and how he saves. The Bible is more than black on white, printed paper.



To understand the inspired Word, you must 
have the “key” to understand the Word. 

•For who knows a person's thoughts except the 
spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no 
one comprehends the thoughts of God except the 
Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 
that we might understand the things freely given 
us by God. (Matt 11:25-26) 
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1 Cor. 2:11-14  For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. (ESV)Understanding the Word is not conditioned on your level of intelligence but on the Great Revealer of the Words of God – the Holy Spirit:Matt. 11:25-26 At that time Jesus declared, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. (ESV)



“Scripture” is “God” and 
God is Scripture! 

•Gal. 3:8  And the Scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you 
shall all the nations be blessed." (Gen 12:3)  
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The text is using the word “scripture” as if it is independent of God when it reality, Scripture is not independent of God but Scripture is God. So when Gen 12:3 refers to Abraham’s blessing of all the nations, what he is referring to is Jesus Christ, an heir through the line of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; the son Judah. Jesus is the blessing the worth of whom to the human race cannot be fathomed. All the way back in Genesis 12:3, Scripture refers to Him. 



3. God used people like us to write his 
word, without overriding their humanity.  

A. Writers chosen based on their personality, 
human experiences, and intended audience. 
1. Moses – Jew, raised in Pharaoh's court, 

first 5 books. 
2. David –fallen king to write Psalms. 
3. Paul – Roman citizen, an intellectual, most 

prolific writer of NT scripture. 
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Why didn’t God just use one author? For the NT, why not just Jesus?The one thing we can say is that the 66 books reflect the personality, human experiences of 40 different writers over 1500 years. These writers were human beings just like you and I. They were not like God. They were not omniscient, in the sense that they knew everything nor were they infallible in what they knew or said. We say that the bible is inspired but this does not mean that the writers were infallible. They were not. Different authors. Read the bible and you will quickly know that it is written by different human writers. Read the book of Genesis and compare it to the Psalms written by David or the Song of Solomon written by King Solomon. They are quite different in their literary styles and type of writing and the audience they were addressing. Uniquely chosen. Read the bible and you will see that the authors are chosen for their unique perspectives and so we clearly have 66 books written by 40 different authors.Moses, raised in the Egyptian palace, is chosen by God to lead Israel, the Jews, out of Egypt. He is chosen because he knows both Egyptian culture as well as that of his people, the Jews.Paul, a Roman citizen and in his own words, a Benjamite, a Jew of Jews, who believed in the law yet born a Roman citizen and because of that, entitled to certain protections that others did not have. Not “automatons.” God did not dictate his words to them. He did not suspend their mental activities and put them in a trancelike state, thereby taking over their bodies. The Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy of 1978, we read, “God completely adapted His inspiring activity to the cast of mind, outlook, temperament, interests, literary habits, and stylistic idiosyncrasies of each writer.”Luke’s gospel. In fact, in more than one occasion, the human writer appears to have no hint that what they were writing would one day become Holy Scripture. Luke begins his gospel by saying, “It seemed good to me also… to write an orderly account.” Luke 1:2  



4. God’s Word is without error, even 
though penned by human writers.  The 
Word is “inerrant” and “infallible.” 

• Inspiration of Scripture includes the belief that 
God has given us the whole truth, without 
error, on all matters that the human writers were 
moved to speak and write. (Adapted – Chicago Statement 
on Biblical Inerrancy – 1978) 

• Infallible – the bible is wholly trustworthy.  It 
never deceives or misleads. 
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Past weeks. In previous weeks, we have looked at how we got the bible that we have today. We have talked about the original manuscripts penned by over 40 authors over a 1,500 year time. Those original manuscripts are called “autographs.” The quality of those manuscripts has been demonstrated by the painstaking efforts of textual critics whose purpose is to bring us Scripture as near as humanly possible to those original autographs. Inerrancy is a theological term that holds to the view that those autographs are completely true. “When we speak of inerrancy, we are speaking of the fact that the Bible does not violate itself. It’s message is consistent and in unity with itself and the divine words and principles of truth contained therein. Meaningless grammatical irregularities. This does not mean that the copies of the Bible are free from meaningless grammatical irregularities or the like (the rounding of numbers in one passage and the more precise number in another; cf Gen 15:13 and Ex 12:41, 400 years vs 430 years) that have no bearing on the message.   Last week, I gave you John 7:53-8:11 as a passage that textual critics had footnoted in your bibles as not in the best manuscripts and so because of this, it is in your bible but footnoted. How does this passage not violate the theological doctrine of “inerrancy”? The passage is there because a sovereign God intended it to be there. Resurrection accounts and the early church.Inerrancy does not mean that we “park” our brains when we read the Word.Example – ladies and head coverings or get your hair shaved off. 6 For if a wife will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is disgraceful for a wife to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head. (1 Cor. 11:6 ESV)James – “19 aYou believe that God is one; you do well. Even bthe demons believe-- and shudder! (Jas. 2:19 ESV)Infallible. Related to the term “inerrant” is the term, infallible, which means “the quality of never deceiving or misleading, and so means the Scriptures are wholly trustworthy and reliable. All Scripture is the utterance or words of God, who “cannot lie.”



5. The Bible is alive. 

•Heb. 4:12  For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of 
joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. (ESV) 



Next steps. 
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