
James 1:2 – 8 
Faith that Stands the Test of Time 
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Presentation Notes
Introduction and Context.One of the earliest writings, AD 45-50.Authored by the blood relative, half-brother of Jesus (Matt 13:55, Mark 6:30), One of four brothers of Jesus; unnumbered sisters. Mark 6:30Resurrection about face. 1 Cor 15:7 says that Jesus appeared to James, individually.Leader of the church in Jerusalem. Acts 15:13, 21:18;The title of today’s sermon is Faith that Stands the Test of Time?Let me clarify – if something “stands the test of time, then it:Works, functions, endures for a very long time. It meets or exceeds a particular standard. My faith then “passes the test” in the sense that is able to withstand challenges, reasons to not believe, for example, negative circumstances in my life; unmet expectations. We might say, His faith withstood the challenges of disappointment, persecutions; it “passed muster” How can we have a faith that passes the muster, passes the tests of time?Read text. 1:2-8



1. I AM RESPONSIBLE FOR HOW I 
DEAL WITH “TROUBLES.”  

James 1:2 Count it all joy, my 
brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, (ESV) 
 
• “Joy” is the fruit of what I am 

considering! How God will use my 
trial to bring about His good.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Context – v1. The scattered church. Under persecution. Loss of property, Jewish families divided, loss of life. “Count it all Joy.” (ESV) “Consider it all joy.” NIV, NAS. If I am to “consider” something that refers to how I think about it. How I reflect on it.  The Greek word is defined as “consider, think, have an opinion.”  So my opinion about my circumstances is to be joy.??  Joy is the fruit of what I am thinking. If that is my emotion, then there must be something profoundly ironic about what I am thinking and what I am feeling. Bc joy seems like it would be the opposite of what I feel when I go through trials and tribulations. I must be “counting wrong.”“Meet trials of various kinds.”  A trial of various kinds in the context of James’ day would be some type of trouble someone is in  because of their circumstances. Their circumstances have gone in a bad way. They “meet” their trial. It is like before the moment, they had no knowledge of it. But now they meet the trial and it is not good. Because it is not good, we could call it a trouble, disappointment, something very unfair, unexpected. We know that the passage is not limited to James’ day. It also applies to ours. So what might be some types of various trials we might experience today? Our own wrong choices (like James who refused to believe Jesus was Messiah/SOG prior to Jesus’ resurrection (Mark 3:21); or our giving in to the “I don’t feel like its,” i.e., the “flesh”;I don’t study for a Spanish test at school and get a failing grade… repeat the class? GPA too low to get in the college, branch of military, or job you want?I don’t practice at my skill and lose my position, my “chair”; I am irresponsible at work and lose my job; or don’t do my best; I cheat on my expense report…I become entwined with a coworker that begins by offering a listening ear; too often resulting in an emotional affair followed by a seduction to the next step, adultery or fornicationWe are the victim of another’s wrongful choice:Someone steals my earbuds from my backpack; Checks are stolen out of the mailbox at churchMy spouse is unfaithful; a friend makes fun of me. Cyber bullying, etc.A “struggle” sent by God. 2 Cor. 12:7  So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. (ESV)A “struggle” sent by satan (and permitted by God).Lk. 22:31  "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, (ESV)Things just break in a fallen world, a world that ages by the moment. Storms come. It snows on Sunday. Water freezes at 32 degrees, etc., and four wheel drive is ineffective with ice.  Cars crash.  Sinks backup, plumbers are expensive, etc.Nails in tires.Engines have a limited life; they die; so many miles on a car engine. Computer hard drives eventually fail.Coffee spills on computers – they are dead.Count/consider it all joy. I am responsible for my response to the trouble. But what James says is that regardless of the source or reason why a trial or trouble has entered my life, I am responsible for how I respond to that trouble. James says I am to “count it all joy.”We have to be careful. James could not be saying that when I experience pain, hurt, betrayal, I am to be in a state of denial, a place where I am not authentic about what I am dealing with. Just think about Jesus and see if you describe these moments, in the moment, as moments of joy:John 12:24 “Unless a grain of wheat fall to the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” Jn. 12:27-28)  "Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from heaven: "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." (Jn. 12:28 ESV) On the cross, Jesus cried out to the father, “My God, my God, why… Mark 15:34In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed with such earnestness that the Scripture says he seat became like great drops of blood that fell to the earth. Luke 22:44.These passages all describe Jesus going to the cross. If he had it to do over again, how would he describe it?How can I “count it all joy”? My response has to look through how God is going to work his purpose through the trouble to affect his purpose. The reason why I am responsible for how I respond to the trial and tribulation is bc I must believe that God will work his purpose out of my struggle. That is why James then says, “for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness, endurance. I count it joy bc I see the tribulation as an opportunity for God to his purpose.



2. WE MUST BELIEVE JESUS FOR HIS 
PURPOSE IN STRUGGLES. 

Jas. 1:3-4 for you know that the 
testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness 
have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing. (ESV) 
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How can I “count it all joy”? God works his purpose. The reason why I am responsible for how I respond to the trial and tribulation is bc I must believe that God will work his purpose out of my struggle. That is why James then says, “for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness, endurance.Consider the climber as he climbs the cliff. How many times did he fall before he climbed his first cliff?Rom. 5:3-5 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. (ESV)1 Peter 5:8-10 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. So then, James’ teaching is that “joy” is the proper emotion in our tribulations – why, because our joy reveals how God, the creator, is a  producer of good things; steadfastness in our faith; endurance in our trusting of God. Through our steadfastness and endurance in our faith God accomplishes much through our trials.  Trials are divine appointments that God uses to:Reveal himself and his love for meTeach me something about myself or himself that perhaps is limiting my understanding of who he is and how he can use me to grow his kingdom To work his good in my life and the lives of others around me. 



 
•Rom. 5:3-5 Not only that, but we rejoice in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, 4 and endurance 
produces character, and character produces 
hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God's love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us. (ESV) 
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Rom. 5:3-5 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. (ESV)1 Peter 5:8-10 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. So then, James’ teaching is that “joy” is the proper emotion in our tribulations – why, because our joy reveals how God, the creator, is a  producer of good things; steadfastness in our faith; endurance in our trusting of God. Through our steadfastness and endurance in our faith God accomplishes much through our trials. Trials are divine appointments that God uses to:Reveal himself and his love for meTeach me something about myself or himself that perhaps is limiting my understanding of who he is and how he can use me to grow his kingdom Work his good in my life and the lives of others around me. 



3. WE CAN’T LET OUR “TROUBLES” 
CAUSE US TO LOSE OUR FOCUS. 

Jas. 1:2-4 Count it all joy … for you 
know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness. 4 And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that 
you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing. (ESV) 
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Steadfastness has its full effect only as we stay focused on God and not on the tribulation, the pain, the loss. How does steadfastness have its full effect? Put another way, how does one’s faith “stand the test of time”? Only if you refuse to allow the trial, regardless of its source, to cause you to focus on your fears, your pain, your losses, instead of what God can do with and through your pain or your losses.Trials can cause us to “self-focus” on the pain and make pain our idol:Blame othersTake our own vengeanceGetting angry and staying angryUnforgivenessBlaming God.Losing hope. Giving in to the pain and giving up on hope.A right focus has my eyes on the purpose that God will work to accomplish good even through the most difficult trial.



4. DOUBTS ARE THE ENEMY TO 
GODS FRUIT IN OUR TRIALS. 

James 1:5, If any of you lacks 
wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, 
and it will be given him. 6 But let him 
ask in faith, with no doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the 
sea that is driven and tossed by the 
wind. 
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Remember your context:The request for wisdom:In the context of trouble is coming. How do you get through it?Doubting: from Greek word meaning “being undecided within oneself, hesitating between two opinions; The uniqueness of doubt to James. Doubt caused him to miss Jesus, Messiah/SOG; lead brothers/sisters astray? And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, "He is out of his mind." (Mk. 3:21 ESV)Didn’t participate in the plan of God, an opportunity of a lifeline. James’ unbelief caused him to dishonor his brother and now Lord, Jesus:“Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 4 And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own household." 5 And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And he marveled because of their unbelief. And he went about among the villages teaching. (Mk. 6:3-6 ESV)If the presence of doubt effected Jesus’ ability to perform miracles will it not affect our prayers?Doubts described as the wave of the sea tossed by the wind:Ship wo a rudder.Car wo brakes; wo gas pedal; or wo a steering wheel.



5. OUR DOUBTS DIE AS WE 
CHOOSE TO BELIEVE IN GOD. 

Jas. 1:7- 8 For that person must not 
suppose that he will receive anything 
from the Lord; 8 he is a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways. 
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Doubts cause God not to answer prayers. V 7.Indecisive. Can’t take a step forward. Just watch the rope.Double minded. Go one way then turn and go anotherUnstable – lack of confidence. Restless. Fickle. Often changing one’s mind. Easy to manipulate by others. Doubts are destroyed when we choose to believe in our Lord.1 Kings 18:21, tells the people to “How long will you hesitate between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him. But if Baal, follow him. But the people did not answer a word.”Jos 24:15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." Deu 30:19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, Eph. 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. (ESV) Gal. 5:1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. (ESV)2 Cor. 1:24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith. 1 Cor. 16:13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. (ESV)Eph 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.  Phi 4:1 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.  2 Tim. 1:6-7 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. (ESV)Doubts must be confessed and surrendered to Christ. 



 Jn. 20:27-29  Then he said to 
Thomas, "Put your finger here, and 
see my hands; and put out your hand, 
and place it in my side. Do not 
disbelieve, but believe." 28 Thomas 
answered him, "My Lord and my 
God!" 29 Jesus said to him, "Have you 
believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed." (ESV) 
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Mk. 9:23-24  And Jesus said to him, "'If you can'! All things are possible for one who believes." 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, "I believe; help my unbelief!" (ESV)



NEXT STEPS 

1. Are you doubting God in one or 
more areas of your life? 
1. Confess your doubts to God 

today: “I believe, help my 
unbelief.” Mark 9:23-24 

2. Choose to “stand firm” in your 
faith in Christ. 
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