
James 2:14-26 
Faith that Sets the Wheels in Motion 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction and Context.One of the earliest writings, AD 45-50.Authored by the blood relative, half-brother of Jesus (Matt 13:55, Mark 6:30), Member of Jesus’ family. “Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?" (Matt. 13:55-56 ESV); Gal 1:19, 2:9Acts 1:14 that Mary, his mother, and his brothers were among the 120 followers awaiting the HS at Pentecost in the upper room.  Mocked him. Matthew 12:46-50; John 7:3-5; Mark 3:21 (“out of his mind”).Resurrection change. Clearly, if there was ever was an evidence of the authenticity of the resurrection it is the fact that Jesus’ blood relatives came to believe in him, not bc he performed miracles, certainly not when he was nailed to the cross, but only after the life-changing truth of the resurrection. One of the first witnesses of the resurrection. 1 Cor 15::7. “Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.” (1 Cor. 15:7 ESV); the only member of Jesus’ family mentioned. Leader of the church in Jerusalem. Acts 15:13, 21:18;Paul refers to James as the brother of the Lord whom he visited in Jerusalem following his Damascus Rd encounter (Gal 1:19; 2:2, 6, 9; 1 Cor 15:7), and likewise, refers to him as the head of the Jerusalem church.Audience – to the “12 tribes dispersed” among the nations. 1:1. It can hardly be supported that the epistle is directed to the original 12 tribes of Jacob in spite of the common phrase referring to the covenantal tribes of Israel. They were dispersed or scattered among the nations beginning in 721BC by the Assyrians, and came to be known as the 10 lost tribes. But, in passages such as Acts 8:1, 4, 11:19, the NT church was scattered throughout the Gentile nations by persecution of both Jews and Romans. Hence, the phrase likely refers to the NT church in the sense that the 10 lost tribes of the OT are a metaphor for the NT church, people of God, now under persecution. In James, the likely persecutor was the Jewish leadership in Jerusalem.“Set the wheels in motion” - to do something that will cause a series of actions to start: “I thought a phone call to the right person might set the wheels in motion.”In the epistle of James, faith in Christ “sets the wheels in motion” so that “forgotten people” are forgotten no longer.Read text. 2:14-26



1. FAITH MUST “SET THE WHEELS 
IN MOTION.”  

Jas. 2:14 What good is it, my brothers, 
if someone says he has faith but does 
not have works? Can that faith save 
him?  (V 2:16) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice the climber in the graphics we are using for this series. The climber certainly is a person of faith. He has faith in that rope. First, the climber is a “person of faith.” He has faith in the rope he is holding onto. Imagine him at the base of the steep cliff he is seen as climbing. I see him looking at that rope. He reaches out to it, grabs it, he yanks on it two or three times. He concludes it is secure. It will hold his weight. He is a person of faith bc he has faith in the rope. Much like you or I might do with a ladder before we take that first step up. To a believer, Jesus is a like that rope. He believes he will grant him forgiveness of his sins (not bc he can climb the rope) but bc has died on a cross on his or her behalf. He believes that he is secure. Jesus is like his rope. Jesus even says, “Joh 10:9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.  Joh 11:25 "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.” When we believe in Jesus, though we die, yet shall we live. Jesus is my rope that secures me safely for the climb. One’s faith in the rope (Jesus) “sets the wheels” in motion for the climb. The rope of faith sets the “wheels in motion.” The rope the climber holds is taking him up, one direction, straight path. Faith starts the journey of transformation in us. Is it possible that when we place our faith in Jesus he is the beginning; and, he sets about a life-change in a certain direction just like the climber is headed up the cliff, headed in the direction determined by the rope?  Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (ESV)Faith bears fruit in obedience. Obedience causes a series of actions to begin – in James described as doing good in the name of Jesus. That is, when I place my faith in Jesus, the HS causes a series of actions to begin, the HS sets the wheels in motion towards one end – to do good in the name of Jesus.Jas. 1:22-24  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.  24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. (ESV)



1. FAITH MUST “SET THE WHEELS 
IN MOTION.”  

Jas. 1:22-24  But be doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a 
hearer of the word and not a doer, he 
is like a man who looks intently at his 
natural face in a mirror.  24 For he 
looks at himself and goes away and 
at once forgets what he was like.  
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The sense of the passage is clear. To not do what the Word commands is to not allow the Word to accomplish any self change in my life. It is to read what it says and not apply it, something that is likened to a person looking in a mirror to see if everything is “just so,” hair combed, nothing “green” stuck in my teeth, no toothpaste still on my lip, etc, etc. and then learning OH MY, its worse than that; and then forgetting to correct what the mirror reveals. I embarrass myself in my short term memory loss. Purpose of a mirror is to allow self-adjustment, self-correction. Purpose of the Word is not to just hear it but to do it. Self correction occurs only as I do what it says.Faith starts the journey of transformation in us. Faith bears fruit in obedience. Obedience causes a series of actions to begin – in James described as doing good in the name of Jesus. Transformation begins as I obey the Word of God. The fruit of transformation, much like the apples on an apple tree, are good deeds in the name of Jesus. Have you started the climb yet? Is it possible that some believers are still like a climber standing on the ground looking at the rope and never moving forward for the climb?James compares that faith to faith that is of no good. It is worthless. 2:14. 



2. REAL FAITH IS ROOTED IN THE 
HEART NOT THE HEAD. 

Jas. 2:19  You believe that God is one; 
you do well. Even the demons 
believe-- …! 
 
“Faith does more than nod with 
devils.” Beth Moore 
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Presentation Notes
Faith as a noun vs a verb. Head vs heart. Apparently, by this time in the church’s history there was a problem with what we might call authentic faith and inauthentic faith. Head knowledge vs heart knowledge. V19 defines the type of faith that James is referring to: it is a head knowledge; right doctrine; right teachings. “You believe that God is one: great. So do the demons. "Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God, the LORD is one,” found in Deuteronomy 6:4. Commandment of all Jews to pray this prayer, 2x a day. “Shema Israel,” Hear Oh Israel. The first and last prayer of all Jews for each day. Does your faith have a response to “So What?”Shema Israel. James quotes a prayer that to all Jews would have immediately been recognized. Rooted in Deut 6:4, the Shema was the first and last prayer of the day to all Jews. It was as common to a Jew (Christian) as John 3:16 is to a believer in Jesus. In effect, James is stating, “It is good that you know Shema, even that you pray 2x a day; but so what? Is that all there is to your faith? Even demons believe that! In fact, the very first “person” to acclaim divinity to Jesus Christ was a demon possessed man in the synagogue in Mark 1:24 and another in Mark 5:7, “What to you have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the most high God?” Does our faith, our belief in Jesus, work itself out (Phil 2:13) through goodness, tangible and expressed goodness for others? If not, James would say, “so what – your faith is just like that of the demons. 



REAL FAITH IS ROOTED IN THE 
HEART NOT THE HEAD. 

John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and 
I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do 
nothing… 8 by this my father is 
glorified that you bear much fruit and 
so prove to be my disciples.  



REAL FAITH “WORKS ITSELF OUT” 
TO OTHERS. 

Phil. 2:12-13 Therefore, my beloved, 
as you have always obeyed, …, work 
out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in 
you, both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure.  



REAL FAITH “WORKS ITSELF OUT” 
TO OTHERS. 
Matt 25:37 Then the righteous will 
answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did 
we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you drink? … 39 And 
when did we see you sick or in prison 
and visit you?‘ 40 And the King will 
answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as 
you did it to one of the least of these 
my brothers, you did it to me.' 
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Matt 25:32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  34 Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.



Luke 9:48 and said to them, "Whoever receives 
this child in my name receives me, and whoever 
receives me receives him who sent me. For he 
who is least among you all is the one who is great."   
 
 
 

• TO SERVE THE FORGOTTEN IS TO SERVE 
CHRIST, DIRECTLY. 



3. FAITH IS “SHOWN” BY THE 
GOOD WE DO! 

Jas. 2:18 But someone will say, "You 
have faith and I have works." Show 
me your faith apart from your works, 
and I will show you my faith by my 
works.  
• Abraham’s “justification. “ 

• Gen 15:6 and Gen 12 
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It is important that we make a very important distinction in how James uses “works” and the Apostle Paul does. James give us two examples, Abraham and Rahab. We will take time to discuss only Abraham. In Gen 12, Abraham and his family live in a distant country near modern-day Iraq, named Ur. God appears to Abraham and tells him if he will leave his home and journey to a distant country (now modern-day Israel), God would bless him, his descendants and, in fact, the entire world. Abram believed God. He left his home and went to a yet-named, new land, the land of Canaan. Gen 15:6 says, Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. Abraham’s faith was authenticated by his leaving his homeland. That was the “work” of faith that caused his faith to be “justified.” It was an after-faith deed. Do not confuse an after-faith deed with a before faith deed. This is how it is easy to confuse the Apostle Paul who tells us we are justified, made right with God, by faith and faith alone. Paul is speaking about works we do before we come to know Jesus and are baptized. James is speaking about works that are shown because we are people of faith. One is before faith. The other is after faith. Eph. 2:8-10 For by grace we are saved through our faith and not as a result of our works… For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (ESV)



NEXT STEPS 

1. Are you ready to “grab the rope” 
and begin the “climb” for Christ? 
1. Take a baby-step today in that 

direction.  
2. Look for at least one good deed 

you can do this coming week. Ask 
God to give you a “divine 
appointment” for His good.  



NEXT STEPS 

3. Consider one of these social 
ministries to support, personally: 
1. Laurel Pregnancy Center 
2. Christian Jail Ministry 
3. Food Pantry 
4. Ruth House 
5. Balt City Tool Bank 
6. Ministry to Seniors 
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