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May 27, 2021 

Representative Carlos Gonzalez  
Chairman, Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security 
Massachusetts State House, Room 26 
24 Beacon Street 
Boston, MA 02133 

Re: H.2547 – An Act Providing for the Care and Transportation of Police Dogs Injured in the 
Line of    Duty (Nero’s Law) 

 

Dear Chairman Gonzalez, 

I write to you to request a prompt hearing date on H.2547 – An Act Providing for the Care and 
Transportation of Police Dogs Injured in the Line of    Duty (Nero’s Law). 
 
Nero’s Law was filed in response to the 2018 murder of Yarmouth Police Sgt. Sean Gannon and the serious 
injury of his K9 partner, Nero. Prior to serving in the Legislature, I spent 40 years on the Yarmouth Police 
Department and served as the Deputy Chief. On April 12, 2018, I sent a team of highly trained officers on 
a mission to find and arrest a violent career-criminal, who was selling narcotics and was wanted on 
outstanding warrants.  
 
Three hours later, I heard one of those officers screaming for help on the radio. I left Yarmouth Police 
Department Headquarters and arrived at the scene to learn that my K9 Sergeant, Sean M. Gannon, had been 
shot in the head and our K9 Nero was shot in the face and trapped in the attic of the home with the 
assailant. A short time later, despite the efforts of first responders, I learned that Sgt. Gannon had died at 
Cape Cod Hospital.  
  
I will never forget the sight of K9 Nero being carried out, covered in blood, and gasping for air. Despite the 
paramedics present wanting to help save him, they could not legally touch K9 Nero as current 
Massachusetts law prohibits helping a police animal wounded in the line of duty. Instead, the police officers 
placed K9 Nero in the back of a police cruiser—did their best to keep his airway open, stop the bleeding, 
and keep him alive— and drove him to the closest veterinary hospital.   
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Fortunately, K9 Nero did survive. However, not every working police dog is as lucky. Nearly three years 
later, it’s time for this law to be fixed for generations of police animals to come, in memory of K9 Sgt. Sean 
Gannon and in honor of his beloved partner, K9 Nero.  
 
Current state law prohibits EMS personnel from tending to a K9 injured in the line of duty. This legislation 
would allow EMS to transport and treat K9s injured in the line of duty and would require a full cleaning of 
the ambulance following the transportation of the animal.   
 
This legislation uses language from legislation filed last session by Representative Will Crocker (H.4230). 
Last session, the legislation was reported favorably from the Joint Committee on Public Safety and 
Homeland Security.  This legislation would allow emergency personnel to treat injured operational working 
animals, allow emergency personnel to transport injured operational working animals, and require any 
emergency personnel that would render care to an operational working animal to have completed training 
consistent with standards approved by the Office of Emergency Medical Services. 
  
In conclusion, I ask that H.2547 receive a hearing before the Committee as soon as possible. Thank you for 
your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

 

STEVEN G. XIARHOS 
State Representative 
Fifth Barnstable District  
 


