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The movement of this day—from shouts of praise to words of denial and cries for
crucifixion—mirrors the path of discipleship. The lives of Jesus’ followers hang in the balance

between faithfulness and betrayal. Subtle but harmful denial happens in a split second as
disciples compromise faith for the sake of self-protection—as they’re too embarrassed to give

thanks; as someone knows how to help but fails to do so because it’s inconvenient; as resources
are hoarded. Even as the disciples fail, Jesus, for the sake of others, withholds nothing. From the

cross, Jesus offers mercy wide enough to claim even those who do not know what they do.

PRELUDE:  “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” arr. David Paxton

WORDS OF WELCOME
P: Today’s service is special, because this week is unlike any other week in the Christian
calendar. Today we celebrate Palm Sunday, Jesus’ joyous entry into Jerusalem. But we
will also turn to the events that followed, walking through the moments that led up to
Jesus’ arrest. As we hear these familiar stories again this year, may our hearts and
minds be opened to hear them anew. As you listen or read along, lean in. Feel the truth
of this narrative - for it was a holy week, and it was a hard week. Let us begin.

CALL TO WORSHIP
L:   On Palm Sunday so many years ago, the people saw Jesus and asked,
C:   Who is this?
L:   In worship, we respond. In worship, we declare:
C:   Jesus is a miracle worker and healer.
L:   Jesus is a teacher and preacher.
C:   Jesus is our light and our salvation.
L:   Jesus is our source of love.
C:   Jesus is our path in the wilderness.
L:   So may we lay down our hearts like they laid down their coats.
C:   Let us worship Holy God.
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CHOIR ANTHEM- Here Comes Our King

The assembly stands for the gospel reading and song.
SCRIPTURE READING                                    Palm Sunday                          Luke 19:29-40

When [Jesus] had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as
you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring
it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs
it.’” 32 So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33 As they
were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They
said, “The Lord needs it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their
cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, people kept spreading their
cloaks on the road. 37 As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of
Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud
voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38 saying,
“Blessed is the king

who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,

and glory in the highest heaven!”
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to
stop.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

BLESSING OF THE PALMS
P:  Bless these parade palms, O God of Celebration.
May they remind us of the simple joys of living.
C: May we remember the excitement that comes with following Christ.

P: Bless these protest palms, O God of Justice.
May they remind us that Empire is not a thing of the past.
C: May they make us bold and brave to stand up against injustice.

P: Bless these funeral palms, O God of Comfort.
May they remind us of the road that lies ahead.
C: May they encourage us in times of grief and pain.

P: We give you thanks for the parade, the protest, the processional.
Guide our steps through this holiest of weeks
C: as we cry out together "Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna!" Amen.
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PALM PROCESSIONAL & TRIUMPHAL ENTRY
You are invited to wave your palm branches and sing.

HYMN “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ELW #344

The assembly is seated.

3



SCRIPTURE READING                   Weeping and Cleansing                       Luke 19:41-48

As [Jesus] came near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “If you, even you, had
only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden
from your eyes. 43 Indeed, the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up
ramparts around you and surround you, and hem you in on every side. 44 They will
crush you to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will not leave
within you one stone upon another; because you did not recognize the time of your
visitation from God.”

45 Then he entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling things
there; 46 and he said, “It is written,
‘My house shall be a house of prayer’;

but you have made it a den of robbers.”

47 Every day he was teaching in the temple. The chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders
of the people kept looking for a way to kill him; 48 but they did not find anything they
could do, for all the people were spellbound by what they heard.

RESPONSE TO THE READING
L: God of the cross, tottering down the streets of Jerusalem on a donkey, you are not the
savior we expect. Your power doesn’t look like the power we want our God to have.
Your wisdom makes no sense to us.
C: We are happy to join the crowd, waving branches, but not so sure we want to
follow you through this Holy Week:
L: into the temple courts and the upper room
C: into the Garden of Gethsemane and the high priest’s house,
L: to the assembly of elders,
C: to Pilate and Herod,
L: to the place of The Skull,
C: to the foot of the cross.
L: We need you to go with us on this journey.
C: Grant us clear vision, courageous hearts, persistent steps.
L: Even though we know what this week will bring, we sing:
C: Hosanna, hosanna. Save us, we beseech you! Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING                    Authority Questioned                        Luke 20:1-8

As [Jesus] was teaching in the temple and telling the good news, the chief priests and
the scribes came with the elders 2and said to him, “Tell us, by what authority are you
doing these things? Who is it who gave you this authority?” 3He answered them, “I will
also ask you a question, and you tell me: 4Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or
was it of human origin?” 5They discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ 6But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’
all the people will stone us; for they are convinced that John was a prophet.” 7So they
answered that they did not know where it came from. 8Then Jesus said to them,
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: We sing, we wave our branches, we shout 'Hosanna.' Then, we turn away, to go back
to our old ways, our old lives, our old sins. But God is in the business of granting
forgiveness and filling us with new life.  Let us confess to the One who comes to fill us
with grace. (A moment of silence is held for personal reflection)

P: Gracious God,
C: Forgive us.
When we expect glory and power,
Jesus shows up as a servant.
Like our palm branches, we pick up the faith
we had laid on the ground and hide it away. 
Our pride keeps us from following your way of self-giving love.
Hosanna, Steadfast God, save us! 
Take our fears, our doubts, our faithlessness.
Transform them into trust as we follow Jesus Christ,
who comes in your name and gives up his life in love.

P: Tell the children of despair, proclaim it to the siblings of sadness: 
Christ has come to save us! Hosanna! 
We give our thanks to God, who brings us to life.
C: Hosanna in the highest.  Amen!
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SCRIPTURE READING                         The Widow’s Offering                 Luke 21:1-4

[Jesus] looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; 2 he also saw
a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3 He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor
widow has put in more than all of them; 4 for all of them have contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
L:  In this woman’s lavish gesture, we see how love pours itself out: not in
self-abnegation, but in an offering that springs from the depths of who we are. Love sets
free, bridges the distance between us, calls us to recognize and respond to the holy in
our midst. In love, we honor that which has been given to us by God. In love, we return
our money, time, and talents for God’s work in the world.

We continue to be the church together through prayer and financial support. Your giving ensures
the continued mission and ministry of this congregation. Tithes and offerings can be dropped off
in the narthex, mailed, sent through the bank or our online giving platform on our website.

OFFERING PRAYER
P: Holy God, you feed us out of your own generous and gracious hands. From them, we
have received welcome, nourishment, hope, and consolation. May these things grow in
us, alongside the gift of faith, so that we may plant their seeds in the world around us.
Through the Holy Spirit, guide us in the week ahead to remember our place in your
great and on-going story of resurrection, redemption, and restoration. In Jesus’ name,
C: Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING The Passover Supper Luke 22:1-13

Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near. 2 The
chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for they were
afraid of the people.

3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; 4 he went
away and conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how
he might betray him to them. 5 They were greatly pleased and agreed to give him
money. 6 So he consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him to them
when no crowd was present.

6



7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be
sacrificed. 8 So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover meal for
us that we may eat it.” 9 They asked him, “Where do you want us to make preparations
for it?” 10 “Listen,” he said to them, “when you have entered the city, a man carrying a
jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house he enters 11 and say to the owner of
the house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where is the guest room, where I may eat the
Passover with my disciples?”’ 12 He will show you a large room upstairs, already
furnished. Make preparations for us there.” 13 So they went and found everything as he
had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.

HYMN “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” ELW #345

The assembly stands.
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SCRIPTURE READING The Last Supper Luke 22:14-23

When the hour came, [Jesus] took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 15He
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16for I
tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17Then he took a cup,
and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18for I tell
you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.” 19Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 20And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This
cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 21But see, the one who
betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 22For the Son of Man is going as it
has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!” 23Then they began
to ask one another which one of them it could be who would do this.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: Remembering Jesus’ last meal with his friends, we too share in this holy food.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

We remember Christ’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our tables with your presence.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread and sharing of the wine. Raise us up
as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with
justice, peace, and love.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. The body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, given for you.
C: Amen.

The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - Lamb of God, ELW Setting 10

SCRIPTURE READING                  Greatness and Betrayal                       Luke 22:24-34

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the
greatest. 25 But [Jesus] said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and
those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you; rather the
greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves.
27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one
at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28 “You are those who have stood
by me in my trials; 29 and I confer on you, just as my Father has conferred on me, a
kingdom, 30so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit
on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

31 “Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, 32 but I have
prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned
back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, I am ready to go with
you to prison and to death!” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this
day, until you have denied three times that you know me.”
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RESPONSE - Blessing That Becomes Empty as It Goes by Jan Richardson

SCRIPTURE READING                             The Garden                                  Luke 22:39-46
He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples
followed him. 40 When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not
come into the time of trial.” 41 Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt
down, and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my
will but yours be done.” [[43 Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him
strength. 44 In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great
drops of blood falling down on the ground.]] 45 When he got up from prayer, he came to
the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, 46 and he said to them, “Why are
you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.”

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As Jesus prayed in the garden, we now pray together. Drawn close to the heart of God,
we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Make us faithful
servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the forces of injustice
and practice radical compassion. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the earth and all its inhabitants, created in love: Train us to recognize your divine
goodness in the world around us. Rouse in us a reverence for creation, that we take
greater care of its resources. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and compassion: Supply
them with courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas. Deliver them
from fear that limits imagination and impedes justice. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany those
who feel abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, and embrace
those who are incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with Jesus to the cross:
Reveal to us once again the earthshaking power of humble service, unmerited
forgiveness, and sacrificial love. Lead us all from death to life. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember those who have died and are commended into your hands. Remember us
when you come into your kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING                      Betrayal and Arrest                             Luke 22:47-54

While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of
the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 48 but Jesus said to him,
“Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?” 49 When those who were
around him saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the
sword?” 50 Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear.
51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him.

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders
who had come for him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a
bandit? 53 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on
me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!” 54 Then they seized him and led
him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following at a
distance.
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HYMN “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us” ELW #358
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BLESSING FOR PALM SUNDAY
P: Blessed is the one who comes to us
C: by the way of love poured out with abandon.
P: Blessed is the one who walks toward us
C: by the way of grace that holds us fast.
P: Blessed is the one who calls us to follow
C: in the way of blessing, in the path of joy.

P: Friends, welcome to Holy Week. In order to understand its depth, we have to walk
through it all, through the wilderness of betrayal and death, the wilderness of the tomb
and surprise endings. In the midst of it all, God is with us.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

BENEDICTION
P:    May God bless you and keep you

May Jesus shine on you with grace and mercy
May the Spirit look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C:   Amen.
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SENDING HYMN                            “Go to Dark Gethsemane”                           ELW #347

POSTLUDE:  “The Old Rugged Cross” arr. Dale Wood
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Worship Leadership

April 10, 2022 Palm Sunday
Presiding: Pastor Melissa Woeppel
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Elizabeth Carr
Musician: Greg Ott
Choir Director: David Eggers
Ushers: Ann Schultz & Cora Wallace
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

Upcoming Services and Events

Live Christ 4/10 - Stick around after worship to make resurrection gardens and prepare
milkweed starts to be used in the garden beds or to be taken home.

Maundy Thursday 4/14 - Worship w/ First Communion at 7pm, in-person and Zoom
We remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples and his commandment that we live out the
promise embodied in this meal.

Good Friday 4/15 - Worship at 7pm, in-person and Zoom
Life and death stand side by side as we enter Good Friday. We gather in solemn devotion, but
always with the promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life.

Easter Egg Hunt 4/16 - 1-3pm, upper parking lot
Easter egg hunt, bounce house, cake walk, and basket give-away sponsored by LCLC and
Wedgwood subdivision.

Easter Vigil 4/16 - Worship at 7:30pm at Resurrection Lutheran Church
This night we move from the darkness of Good Friday to the light of Easter. Our worship has
four parts: the services of Light, Readings, Baptism, and Communion. A reception with pie and
bubbly drinks will follow. If you are interested in carpooling, please sign up on the bulletin
board.

Easter Sunday 4/17 - Worship at 9:15am
Christ is risen, and we gather together with astonishment and joy. We have been set free from the
bonds of sin and death. We are forgiven. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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Palm Sunday Kids Page

F   C   C   T   P   B   O   D   A   T
B   O   F   P   E   R   K   C   K   C
L   M  H  O  A   M  A   Z   B   O
E   M  T   O  E    S    P   Y   Z   L
S   U   C   P   S    J    S    L   E   T
S   N   P   L   H  A   E    I    E   R
E   I    A   X   O   E   N   S   O  R
D  O   L   O   L   A   F   N   U  N
J   N   M  A   Y   Z   K   P   A   S
P  A    S   S    O   V   E   R   Q  A

WORD SEARCH
Communion

Passover
Passion

Hosanna
Temple
Prayer
Jesus
Cloak

Blessed
Palms
Colt
Holy
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