
Maundy Thursday Worship with First Communion
April 14, 2022

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
Florissant, MO

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the
world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. The three days of Holy Week,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil, are in fact one service. Within the
Triduum (Latin for “the space of three days” and pronounced TRIH-doo-um), Maundy
Thursday flows into Good Friday, which flows into the Vigil. For over 1,700 years, the church
has celebrated these three days as one long liturgy of Christ’s Passover from death to life for our
salvation. Each day has its distinctive liturgy, yet each is really incomplete without the others.

Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples and his commandment that we live out
the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give
and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this
holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world.
Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.



Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Welcome! If you came as a guest today, we hope you leave as a friend. May this
worship service surround you with the love of God through Christ and fill you with the
Holy Spirit.

Invitation to Communion: We welcome all to commune at LCLC. It is not our table, nor
this congregation’s table, nor our denomination’s table. It is the table of Jesus Christ. By
his invitation there is a place for everyone. We believe that Jesus is present in the bread
and wine that forgives sin, nourishes faith, and calls us to be witnesses to the gospel.

Notes about our worship service: This bulletin details our service order and includes
all readings, hymns, and prayers. You may also follow along with the service by looking
at the screen in the front of the sanctuary.

Guidance is printed in italics throughout. “P” indicates the speaking part of the
presiding minister; “L” indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in
boldface indicate speaking parts of the whole congregation.

Please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.

CELEBRATING FIRST COMMUNION
Tonight four students will celebrate their first communion with the congregation. We
welcome Helen and Jack Besserman and Eleanor and Lydia Silvey.
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PRELUDE AND WELCOME    Stricken, Smitten & Afflicted by Richard Wienhorst

The assembly stands.
LOVE LITANY
P: Tonight we join a solemn journey of three days. Followers of Jesus have been taking
this journey since his first followers took it, long ago.
C: This is the night of love.

L: On this night, Jesus took a towel and a basin, and washed his disciples’ feet. He told
them to do the same for others to show their love for him and for one another.
C: This is the night of love.

P: On this night, Jesus and his followers gathered together to remember God’s steadfast
love from the beginning of time to the fullness of eternity.
C: This is the night of love.

L: On this night, Jesus broke bread and shared wine with his followers for the last time,
and invited them to remember him whenever they shared a meal in his name.
C: This is the night of love.

P: And so, on this night, we welcome all who wonder and have wandered, all who have
prepared and all who are still learning, to join in hearing and following the Word, and
to feast at Christ’s table, that we may love one another as God has loved us.
C: This is the night of love.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Friends in Christ, on this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor,
and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and one another.
All kneel or sit and keep silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Most merciful God, C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. C: Amen.
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LAYING ON OF HANDS
People may come forward and kneel for the laying on of hands. The minister, laying both hands
on each person’s head, addresses each in turn.
P: In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins.
C: Amen.

HYMN    Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness, ELW #488
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all
people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service. Grant that by the
power of your Holy Spirit these signs of life in faith may speak again in our hearts, feed
our spirits, and refresh our bodies. For the food we are about to eat and for all who
prepared it we give you thanks. In our fellowship, make us the body of Christ. Nourish
us to be your hands and feet in the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.
C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This month will be the first
month; it will be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole Israelite community:
On the tenth day of this month they must take a lamb for each household, a lamb per
house. If a household is too small for a lamb, it should share one with a neighbor
nearby. You should divide the lamb in proportion to the number of people who will be
eating it. This is how you should eat it. You should be dressed, with your sandals on
your feet and your walking stick in your hand. You should eat the meal in a hurry. It is
the Passover of the LORD. I’ll pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I’ll strike
down every oldest child in the land of Egypt, both humans and animals. I’ll impose
judgments on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. The blood will be your sign on the
houses where you live. Whenever I see the blood, I’ll pass over you. No plague will
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. “This day will be a day of remembering for
you. You will observe it as a festival to the LORD. You will observe it in every
generation as a regulation for all time.
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HYMN   All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly, ELW #461
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SECOND READING: John 13:1-7, 12-16, 34-35
Before the Festival of Passover, Jesus knew that his time had come to leave this world
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them fully.
Jesus and his disciples were sharing the evening meal. The devil had already provoked
Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew the Father had given everything
into his hands and that he had come from God and was returning to God. So he got up
from the table and took off his robes. Picking up a linen towel, he tied it around his
waist. Then he poured water into a washbasin and began to wash the disciples’ feet,
drying them with the towel he was wearing. When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter
said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus replied, “You don’t
understand what I’m doing now, but you will understand later.”

After he washed the disciples’ feet, he put on his robes and returned to his place at the
table. He said to them, “Do you know what I’ve done for you? You call me ‘Teacher’
and ‘Lord,’ and you speak correctly, because I am. If I, your Lord and teacher, have
washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example:
just as I have done, you also must do. I assure you, servants aren’t greater than their
master, nor are those who are sent greater than the one who sent them. “I give you a
new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, so you also must love
each other. This is how everyone will know that you are my disciples, when you love
each other.”

REMEMBERING THE WASHING
L: Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, reversing roles of master and student, servant and
host, and told them to do the same to show the world God’s love and theirs.
C: This is the night of love.
L: We remember Christ’s command to love one another as he has loved us.
C: This is the night of love.
L: Know that you are loved by Christ and invited to share that love with one another.
C: This is the night of love.
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THIRD READING: Luke 22:7-13
The Day of Unleavened Bread arrived, when the Passover had to be sacrificed. Jesus
sent Peter and John with this task: “Go and prepare for us to eat the Passover meal.”
They said to him, “Where do you want us to prepare it?” Jesus replied, “When you go
into the city, a man carrying a water jar will meet you. Follow him to the house he
enters. Say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher says to you, “Where is the guestroom
where I can eat the Passover meal with my disciples?” ’ He will “Where is the
guestroom where I can eat the Passover meal with my disciples?” ’ He will show you a
large upstairs room, already furnished. Make preparations there.” They went and found
everything just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover meal.

HYMN  Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal, ELW #464

FOURTH READING: Matthew 26:26-30
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to the disciples
and said, “Take and eat. This is my body.” He took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to
them, saying, “Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many so that their sins may be forgiven. I tell you, I won’t drink wine
again until that day when I drink it in a new way with you in my Father’s kingdom.”
Then, after singing songs of praise, they went to the Mount of Olives.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
An assisting minister invites the assembly into prayer with these or similar words.

Let us pray for new life in the church, new hope for the world, and God’s love for all
who are in need. A brief silence.

We pray for the church around the world. Write your new commandment of love on the
heart of every believer and strengthen pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in humble
service for your people. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We pray for the good earth you have made. Protect fields, orchards, local farms, and
gardens. Inspire us with the new life budding around us, that we show more care for
plants and all living creatures. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We pray for leaders in every land. Kindle compassion and equity in all who are called to
administer justice. Guide all in positions of power away from the temptations of abuse
and toward work for the common good. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We pray for all who are in need, especially those who are incarcerated or unjustly
accused. Illuminate paths to end oppression and form communities gathered around a
common commitment to justice and peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation and all who gather to receive your body and blood this
night. Fill us at this shared table and nourish us well to heed your example of grace.
Send us in love to those who cannot be with us due to illness (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For those who join in sharing the meal of holy communion this day [ name/s ], we thank
you. May they know you are near. Make them one with all your people. Help them
share with others the new life you give them in baptism, in your word, and at your
table. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for those who have died in the faith (especially). Teach us by their
example and comfort us as we mourn. Renew us by the promise of life together with
you. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, trusting in your
abundant and ever-present mercy. Amen.
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The assembly stands.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.

OFFERING PRAYER
P: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at
your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here,
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in who we pray.
C: Amen.

WELCOME TO COMMUNION
P: Tonight this community of faith rejoices with the following people who join in
sharing the meal of holy communion: Helen Besserman, Jack Besserman, Eleanor Silvey,
and Lydia Silvey.

In the sacrament of baptism, we celebrate God’s welcome of us. Sometimes we are
joyful, sometimes we are crabby. Still, God loves us and welcomes us in.

In the sacrament of communion, we are welcomed to Jesus’ table as friends. Just as
Jesus welcomed strangers, healed sick people, forgave sinners, and helped people who
were poor, hungry, or scared, we are now part of that way. We get to welcome, heal,
forgive, and help. As friends of Jesus, we do our best to love people generously, just as
he loves us. In this special meal, Jesus is with us – feeding us, loving us, forgiving us,
and asking us to do the same for the people around us and around the world.

P: Let us welcome our friends to holy communion.
C: Welcome to Christ’s table. We rejoice with you and thank God for you!
Enjoy this meal that strengthens us to live as Jesus did.
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COMMUNION
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ,
whose incarnation, life, suffering, death, and resurrection brings salvation to all. You
gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join the
unending refrain of all creation:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  Heaven and earth are full of your
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, hear us
as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.
C: This is the night of love.

P: From the beginning, you have loved and cared for all that you have made. To Hagar,
and Sarah, and Abraham you made promises of protection and abundance. When the
Israelites were enslaved, you fed them and freed them. The prophets and psalmists
cried out for healing and wholeness, and full of compassion, you granted the people
your life. You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the poor, he
lived under oppression, he wept over the city. With infinite love, he granted the people
your life.
C: This is the night of love

Having been anointed by one whom he loved, and about to be betrayed by one whom
he loved, Jesus took bread and gave thanks. He broke it and gave it to his disciples
saying, “Take, eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

After they had finished eating, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying this cup is the new covenant of my blood, shed for you and for all people. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
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P: Remembering his death, we cry out:
C: Amen
P: Celebrating his resurrection, we shout:
C: Amen!
P: Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead:
C: Amen!

P: O God, you are breath; send your Spirit upon those who feast on your holy food. O
God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and
make us one. O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.
C: This is the night of love.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
P: Having heard the teachings of Jesus Christ receive now these signs of God’s love for
you: The body and blood of Christ broken and shed for you.
C: Amen

Tonight, the first communion students will receive bread and wine or grape juice at the altar. The
rest of the congregation will use the prepackaged elements that you picked up on your way into
the sanctuary.
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LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION HYMN   You Satisfy the Hungry Heart, ELW #484

13



BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Gracious Jesus, in this meal you strengthen us with the saving power of your
suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work
in us that the fruits of your redemption.
C: Amen.

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
The assembly sits or kneels. The sacramental elements and vessels, linens, paraments, banners,
and books are removed from the worship space. Psalm 88 is read. Lights are dimmed as the
worship space is stripped.

Psalm 88
O Lord, my God, my Savior, by day and night I cry to you.

Let my prayer enter into your presence; incline your ear to my lamentation.
For I am full of trouble;

my life is at the brink of the grave.
I am counted among those who go down to the pit;

I have become like one who has no strength;
lost among the dead, like the slain who lie in the grave,

whom you remember no more, for they are cut off from your hand.
You have laid me in the depths of the pit,

in dark places, and in the abyss.
Your anger weighs upon me heavily,

and all your great waves overwhelm me.
You have put my friends far from me; you have made me to be abhorred by them;

I am in prison and can not get free.
My sight has failed me because of trouble;

Lord, I have called upon you daily; I have stretched out my hands to you.
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Do you work wonders for the dead?
Will those who have died stand up and give you thanks?

Will your lovingkindness be declared in the grave,
your faithfulness in the land of destruction?

Will your wonders be known in the dark
or your righteousness in the country where all is forgotten?

But as for me, O Lord, I cry to you for help;
in the morning my prayer comes before you.

Lord, why have you rejected me?
Why have you hidden your face from me?

Ever since my youth, I have been wretched and at the point of death;
I have borne your terrors and am helpless.

Your blazing anger has swept over me; your terrors have destroyed me;
they surround me all day long like a flood; they encompass me on every side.

My friend and my neighbor you have put away from me,
and darkness is my only companion.

At the conclusion of the psalm, you are welcome to remain in the sanctuary or on the Zoom call
for a time of silent reflection and prayer. The service ends with silence and you may depart when
it feels right to you.
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Worship Leadership

April 14, 2022 Maundy Thursday
Presiding: Pastor Melissa Woeppel
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Laurie Brown
Altar Assistants: Members of the Altar Guild
Zoom and Slides: Elizabeth Carr
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Cathie Lehr & Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Kathy Endorf

Upcoming Services and Events

Good Friday 4/15 - Worship at 7pm, in-person and Zoom
Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. We gather in solemn devotion,
but always with the promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. From
12pm-2pm the building and sanctuary will be open for prayer.

Easter Egg Hunt 4/16 - 1-3pm, upper parking lot
Easter egg hunt, bounce house, cake walk, and basket give-away sponsored by LCLC and
Wedgwood subdivision.

Easter Vigil 4/16 - Worship at 7:30pm at Resurrection Lutheran Church
This night we move from the darkness of Good Friday to the light of Easter. Our worship has
four parts: the services of Light, Readings, Baptism, and Communion. A reception with pie and
bubbly drinks will follow! If you are interested in carpooling, please sign up on the
bulletin board.

Easter Sunday 4/17 - Worship at 9:15am
Christ is risen, and we gather together with astonishment and joy. We have been set free from the
bonds of sin and death. We are forgiven. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

16


