
April 3rd, 2022
Fifth Sunday of Lent

9:15am - Hybrid Worship
Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary
anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial.
In the second reading Paul writes about the newness we find in Christ. In baptism, God’s new
person (you! And us!) rises daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins. We rise to new

life, trusting and living in God’s mercy, grace, and love.

Notes about our worship service: Guidance and extra information is printed in italics
throughout the bulletin. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding minister; “L”
indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate speaking
parts of the whole congregation. We will use ELW Setting 10 for liturgical music.

The following precautions remain in place: We ask that masks continue to be worn. You
will drop off your offering and pick up prepackaged communion supplies and bulletins
on your way in. You may choose to sit where you like. Sharing of communion and
peace will remain distanced. We will sing all 3 hymns as printed. Finally, please be
mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.



PRELUDE       “Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain”   Michael Burkhardt

WELCOME

The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: In many ways, baptism is all about welcome. Through water and word, God says:
C: Welcome!
P: Through his life, death, and resurrection, Christ says:
C: Welcome!
P: Through the community of faith and works of love and liberation, the Spirit says:
C: Welcome!
P: People of God, welcome to repentance and new life.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

P: In the name of God☩, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides
us in our pilgrimage.
C: Amen.

P: Remembering our baptism, returning to God and one another, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near and all who call out to God shall be gathered
under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
C: Amen.
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OPENING HYMN - In the Cross of Christ I Glory, ELW #324

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our
desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives
may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated.
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FIRST READING - Isaiah 43:16-21
The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel from
Egyptian bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to do a new thing, bringing
the exiles out of Babylon and through the wilderness in a new Exodus.

 Thus says the Lord,
  who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters,
 17who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior;
     they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
 18Do not remember the former things,
  or consider the things of old.
 19I am about to do a new thing;
  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
 I will make a way in the wilderness
  and rivers in the desert.
 20The wild animals will honor me,
  the jackals and the ostriches;
 for I give water in the wilderness,
  rivers in the desert,
 to give drink to my chosen people,
  21the people whom I formed for myself
 so that they might declare my praise.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM - Psalm 126
L: When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
  then were we like those who dream.
C: Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
  Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”
L: The Lord has done great things for us,
  and we are glad indeed.
C: Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
  like the watercourses of the Negeb.
L: Those who sowed with tears
  will reap with songs of joy.
C: Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
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SECOND READING - Romans 6:1-11
For Paul, baptism joins us to the rule of Jesus as Lord. Baptism unites us with Christ, including
his saving death and a new way of life.

What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?
2By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore
we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so
that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For
whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands for the reading of the gospel.
GOSPEL READING - John 12:1-8
Judas misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume.
Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an anticipation of his burial.

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had
raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus
was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of
pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled
with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who
was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred
denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about the
poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was
put into it.)
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7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my
burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Melissa Woeppel

The assembly is invited to stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY - Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross, ELW #335
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and
all who are in need. A brief silence.

Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the gospel
and bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage
in the face of change. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and environmental
catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard. Amplify the voices
of climate scientists and researchers working to chart a new course. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from
working together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration
among the nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or
underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle.
Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our understanding of
the human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or devalued. Deliver us
especially from the scourge of racism and exclusion. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power of his
resurrection as we give thanks for (names and) all the saints who have gone before us.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.

OFFERING PRAYER
P: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at
your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here,
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we
pray.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to return to you and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that,
renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join the
unending refrain of all creation:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  Heaven and earth are full of your
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the
way. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your
own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to
the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to liberate those in
bondage to sin and death.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall
return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Send your Holy Spirit,
our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup with courage and
wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing
in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is
yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
P: Here is food and drink for the journey. Taste and be filled. The body and blood of
Christ broken and shed for you.
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - Lamb of God, ELW Setting 10
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BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of
life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)

The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.
BENEDICTION
P: You are children of God, marked with the cross of Christ, anointed with gladness,
and strengthened for the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩
bless you this day and always.
C: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN - Beneath the Cross of Jesus, ELW #338

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  “Sing My Tongue The Glorious Battle”  Carl Schalk
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Announcements for the week of 4/03/22
1. Final Lenten series: Stick around after worship to talk about baptism. Wednesday

Lenten worship will take place at 12pm in person and 7pm on Zoom.
2. Upcoming Holy Week Schedule

a. Palm Sunday 4/10 - Worship at 9:15am; Live Christ program to follow
b. Maundy Thursday 4/14 - Worship at 7pm with First Communion
c. Good Friday 4/15 - Sanctuary open for prayer 12-2pm; Worship at 7pm
d. Easter Egg Hunt 4/16 - 1-3pm w/ Wedgwood. Includes cake walk, bounce

house, and more!
e. Conference-wide Easter Vigil 4/16 - 7:30pm at Resurrection Lutheran

Church w/ baptism of Baby Desmond, reception to follow.
i. There is a sign-up sheet to carpool on the bulletin board

f. Easter Sunday - Worship at 9:15am w/ welcome of new members

Worship Leadership

April 3, 2022 Lent 5
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom and Slides: Erle Craig
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Judy Holmes

April 10, 2022 Palm Sunday
Presiding: Pastor Melissa Woeppel
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Elizabeth Carr
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Ann Schultz and Cora Wallace
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

This Week at Living Christ

Monday 4/4: 5pm Noble Guard Martial
Arts Class (LL);
7pm CVT (In-person and Zoom)

Tuesday 4/5: 11am Exercise (LL)

Wednesday 4/6: 12pm Worship
(in-person); 7pm Worship (Zoom)

Thursday 4/7: 10am Exercise Class (LL);
6pm Bell Choir

Friday 4/8:

Saturday 4/9:

Sunday 4/10: 8am Vocal Choir (UL);
9:15am Worship; 10:30am Live Christ;
6:30pm 4H (LL)
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