
January 9th, 2022 - Jesus’ Baptism

9:15am - Hybrid Worship
Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s
children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we

“pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this
assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

Notes about our worship service: Guidance and extra information is printed in italics
throughout the bulletin. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding minister; “L”
indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate speaking
parts of the whole congregation.

The following precautions remain in place: Masking is required. You will drop off your
offering and pick up prepackaged communion supplies and bulletins on your way in.
You may choose to sit where you like. Sharing of communion and peace will remain
distanced. We will sing the first and last song of the service. Finally, please be mindful
of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.



PRELUDE “O Morning Star”     Michael Burkhardt

WELCOME

The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: The heavens open. The Spirit descends.
C: Jesus emerges from the water.
P: And a voice echoes through the blue expanse.
C: "This is my child, the Beloved, with whom I am well-pleased."
P: Jesus is named. Claimed.
C: We come to the water. We remember we are named. Claimed.
P: Can it be so? What a thing to be named. Claimed.
C: Let us worship the one who names and claims us still.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have
turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We
have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show
hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the things
we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born
among us, and reflect your love for all creation. Amen.

P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of
eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
C: Amen.
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OPENING HYMN - O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright, ELW #308
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed
him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your
service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING - Isaiah 43:1-7
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. The one who
formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them and loves them.

 But now thus says the Lord,
  who created you, O Jacob, who formed you, O Israel:
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
  I have called you by name, you are mine.
 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
  and the flame shall not consume you.
 3For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
 I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
 4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you,
 I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.
 5Do not fear, for I am with you;
  I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you;
 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
  and to the south, “Do not withhold;
 bring my sons from far away
  and my daughters from the end of the earth—
 7everyone who is called by my name,
  whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM - Psalm 29
L: Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
C: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;
  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
L: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
  the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
C: The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
L: The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
C: the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
L: The voice of the Lord
  bursts forth in lightning flashes.
C: The voice of the Lordshakes the wilderness;
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
L: The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”
C: The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
  the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
L: O Lord, give strength to your people;
  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.

CHORAL ANTHEM “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

SECOND READING - Acts 8:14-17
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria. Here they receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God,
they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them;
they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands for the reading of the gospel.
GOSPEL READING - Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that
he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of
God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Tina Reyes

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways, ACS #916
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.

1 Down Galilee's slow roadways a stranger traveled on
from Nazareth to Jordan to be baptized by John.
He went down to the waters like soldier, scribe, and slave,
but there within the river the sign was birth and grave.

2 Arising from the river he saw the heavens torn;
it seemed the sky so open revealed the Spirit's form.
The holy dove descended amid a glorious voice:
"You are my own beloved, my child, my heart, my choice."

3 We too have found a roadway; it led us to this place.
We all have had to travel in search of hope and grace.
But now beside this water again a voice is heard.
"You are my own, my chosen,     beloved of your Lord."
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INSTALLATION OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS
L: The following people have been elected to positions of leadership: Randy Henning,
Marilyn Wiley, Joyce Meyer, Cathie Lehr, Glenn Mueller, and Maureen Buchek. We give
thanks for their willingness to serve.

P: In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission
of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead your common life and
your mutual mission as a congregation.

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. You are
to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who
gathers you into one together with the whole church. You are to seek to involve all
members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness, service, and support, so
that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in this
community, and in the whole world.

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you
may be glorified. You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace,
harmony, and mutual understanding in this congregation.

P: On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Will you accept and
faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

P: People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you
share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
C: We will, and we ask God to help us.
P: I now declare you installed as officers and council members of this congregation.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may
be faithful servants of Christ.
C: Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for
the church, the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the good
news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, that all
people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and
all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean water for all,
and protect the land from drought and flood. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will protect
vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation
for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we will
not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or weakness.
Comfort all who are in need (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer.

We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly
baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellowship,
worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have called
by name into your eternal embrace (especially). Comfort us in grief and release us from
fear. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The assembly is invited to stand.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
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OFFERING PRAYER
P: Blessed are you, O God, sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and
guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and
prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan
you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he
revealed your glory. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name, and join the unending refrain of all creation.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  Heaven and earth are full of your
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of
creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your
promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are
you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word
made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
P: Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all. The body and blood
of Christ given and shed for you. C: Amen.
The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.

BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your
house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with
the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)

The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.
BENEDICTION
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who
calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN - Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized, ELW #304

DISMISSAL
L: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “O Morning Star”        Steven Wente
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Announcements for the week of 1/9/22
1. Thank you to Pastor Tina Reyes of LuMin (campus ministry) for leading us in

worship. Pastor Melissa returns from vacation tomorrow.
2. Council meets tomorrow at 7pm via Zoom.
3. Tuesday Bible Study will resume on 01/11. We continue studying Manna and

Mercy by Daniel Erlander.
4. The Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet Jan. 13, at 11:30 at the Cracker Barrel at 10915

New Halls Ferry Rd., Ferguson 63136. If you plan to attend, please make
reservations with Judy Holmes at mickey.holmes@att.net or 314-355-1125.

5. The Fifty Plus Club will meet Wednesday, January 19, at 10:30 in the lower social
hall to discuss plans for the coming year. $10 dues will be collected for 2022.

Worship Leadership
January 9, 2022 Jesus’ Baptism
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Tina Reyes
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Judy Holmes

January 16, 2022
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom and Slides: Gary & Laurie Brown
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Ann Schultz and Cora Wallace
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

January 23, 2022
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Gary Brown
Zoom and Slides: Elizabeth Carr
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glenn and Jann Mueller
Greeter: Kathy Endorf

January 30, 2022
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Sharon Perko Davis
Zoom and Slides: Bryan Miles
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Dave Endorf and Randy
Henning
Greeter: Judy Holmes
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