
November 28th, 2021

9:15am - Hybrid Worship
Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Close to Home acknowledges the “already but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with
us, and yet, God’s promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully realized. As we begin

Advent with the “Little Apocalypse” in Luke 21, we remember how far from home we are. The
world is not as it should be. Many have lost their physical homes, many feel alone, and many

are isolated. Many of us feel as if we are wandering with no clear way forward. This first week
speaks to our deep longing—for our home to be made whole, made right, and made well. With

deep longing, we watch for God. Thankfully, God enters a homesick world.

Notes about our worship service: Guidance and extra information is printed in italics
throughout the bulletin. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding minister; “L”
indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate speaking
parts of the whole congregation. Our liturgy this season is adapted from the work of
Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.

The following precautions remain in place: Masking is required. You will drop off your
offering and pick up prepackaged communion supplies and bulletins on your way in.
You may choose to sit where you like. Sharing of communion and peace will remain
distanced. We will sing the first and last song of the service. Finally, please be mindful
of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.



PRELUDE      "Prelude in C"      J S Bach

WELCOME

The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known?
C: We are homesick for a just world,
for peace like rivers,
for the end of suffering.
P: Yes, we are homesick—
C: for joy that is contagious,
for nations that feel like neighbors,
and for hospitals that run empty.
P: We are homesick for the world God promises.
C: We are homesick, but we are on our way.
P: God is here. God is still creating.
C: Let us worship Holy God.

CALL TO CONFESSION
P: When you’re young and you get homesick, you call home and your parents come and
get you. Sometimes, that’s what love looks like. Love bails us out. In the same way,
when we confess that we’ve messed up or overlooked the truth, God answers with
grace and love. So let us confess today, knowing that nothing could keep God from us.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
P: Gracious God,
C: We find ourselves with two options every day— to stay homesick for the world
you had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win. Do we hope against hope, or do we
throw in the towel? Do we insist on a better world, or do we assume it’s impossible?
Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins. Forgive us for numbing our homesick
hurt instead of using it to fuel a better world. Kindle in us a hope that won’t let go.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
P: Even when we give up on hope, God does not give up on us. We are loved. We are
claimed. We are invited closer to God’s home. Hear, trust, and proclaim this good news:
C: There is room for us in God’s house, and nothing can separate us from that love.
We are claimed. We are forgiven. We are welcomed home. Thanks be to God! Amen.
The assembly is seated.
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ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
A: We hope for a world where all are fed.
B: We hope for a world with more bridges than walls.
A: We hope for a world with wide open doors.
B: We hope for a world with contagious laughter.
A: We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run clean.
B: We hope for a world where all people feel at home—in their bodies, in the church, in
their physical homes.
A: We hope for that world.
B: We long for that world.
A: We are homesick for that world.
B: So today we light the candle of hope, because hope keeps our hearts alive as we wait.
A: May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it.
B: We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen.

OPENING HYMN - What is This Place, ELW #524
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
P: God of the stars and God of our hearts— our days will pass but your words will last.
The earth might fade but your words will last. Our memories might blur but your
words will last. The grass will wither but your words will last. The sky could go dark
and your words would last. So as we listen today, help us to hold onto what will last.
Help us hold onto you. Gratefully we pray,
C: Amen.

FIRST READING - Jeremiah 33:14-16
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” is about being faithful in relationship. God acts
righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading,
Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now
working salvation for Israel.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And
this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10
L: To you, O Lord,
  I lift up my soul.
C: My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
  nor let my enemies triumph over me.
L: Let none who look to you be put to shame;
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
C: Show me your ways, O Lord,
  and teach me your paths.
L: Lead me in your truth and teach me,
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
C: Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
  for they are from everlasting.
L: Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
  remember me according to your steadfast love, for the sake of your goodness.
C: You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
  therefore you teach sinners in your way.
L: You lead the lowly in justice
  and teach the lowly your way.
C: All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast Love and faithfulness
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

Solo -    “In Thee Is Gladness”   June Spilker

SECOND READING - 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude
for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for
the people of this growing church.

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our
God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face
to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 11Now may our God and Father
himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make you
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for
you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands for the reading of the gospel.
GOSPEL READING - Luke 21:25-36
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that
great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given
strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.

[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with
power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly,
35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert
at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Melissa Woeppel
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MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - See Fig Leaves Now Sprouting (Anna Strickland, 2021)
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.

1 See fig tree leaves now sprouting, soon summer comes again.
Creation groans in labor for God’s reign to begin.
We wait with bated breath, homesick for God’s true kin-dom,
age without hate or death.

2 Sun, moon, and stars above us speak of God’s promised day.
To make space for our new home, this world must pass away.
When we are filled with dread, the words of Christ uphold us:
“Arise and raise your head.”

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.

Where two or more are gathered, God is there. Trusting in God’s presence that draws
close and stirs us awake, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the
message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all
people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God who draws close, we give thanks for when we feel close to home: when the choir
sings and candles are lit; when we enter this space and someone knows our name; when
our children are curious; when we find moments of true connection; when we are brave
enough to be who you call us to be. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

As we lift up gratitude for our close-to-home moments, we also recognize that buried
deep within us we have homesick hearts.We are homesick for a world we have not seen:
a world where oceans are clean, trees are green, and animals are not endangered. We are
homesick for a life where days feel expansive and Sabbath feels possible.
We are homesick for days where mental health is not stigmatized, time is not a
commodity, and self-worth is not a scarcity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the
earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
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God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all who
await the transforming power of your love and to all in need, (especially). Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who
journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us
confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God who never leaves us alone, we lift up both our hope and homesickness. May our
homesickness be a reminder of the world you call us to co-create. May our hope stir us
to trust in the fullness of your reign coming soon. Here us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers
and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

The assembly is invited to stand.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
If you are joining us online, type a message or share a brief word of peace.

CALL TO OFFERING
L: Family of faith, it does not take long to see that we are not home yet. There are people
who are hungry, oceans that are polluted, churches that are fading, walls that are
growing. We are clearly not home yet.
C: Until we reach that promised day, until we make it home, we give our tithes and
our offerings, helping to build God’s home here. With hopeful hearts we give.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
P: Holy God, we long for the day that you spoke of when swords will be beaten into
plowshares, the lion will lie down with the lamb, and justice will roll like waters. Until
that day comes, take these gifts and use them and us to build that world here. We are
hopeful. May it be so.
C: Amen.
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COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will
also make all things new. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name, and join the unending refrain of all creation.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  Heaven and earth are full of your
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

As the shadows lengthen and the days shorten, we bless you, sheltering God. In you we
find our home. We glorify you for the darkness of night that reveals the deep mystery of
your creative labor. We praise you for the dark, deep soil that brings forth birth: plants
of every variety, animals curled in sleep, humankind shaped by your own hand.

Through the night you led your people into freedom. At day’s end you rained down
manna in the wilderness. In the darkness of Mary’s womb you took on flesh and lived
among us. In the midday shadow of crucifixion, life and love came forth for all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Like a mother hen, hold us close. Watch with those who labor, accompany those who
long for peaceful sleep, welcome those whose waking will be only in you. In our
deepest nights and greatest longings, come, Lord Jesus.

Like the transforming power of fire and wind, make here the body of Christ. In the
breaking of the bread, in justice and wholeness, in rest for the weary, come, Holy Spirit.
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To you, O God, painter of both night and day, guiding star and healing sun, breath of
peace and wind of change, be all glory, all honor, all praise, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
P: Taste and see that God is good. The body and blood of Christ given and shed for you.
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.

BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: God who draws near, in this meal your table has been spread wide and a place is
made ready for all. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing
gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)

The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.
BENEDICTION
P: As you leave this service, your service begins:
Comfort the homesick. Open your doors to others. Seek sanctuary. Be brave enough to
go home by another way. And remember that here in God’s house, all are
welcomed—so come back soon. In the name of our Foundation—God, Spirit, and
Son—go in peace.
C: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN - Comfort, Comfort Now My People, ELW #256

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace; Christ is coming soon.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "Peace with God"       Garrett Parker

11



Announcements for the week of 11/28/21

1. Advent-to-go boxes are available with resources to guide your spiritual
formation through this season. Boxes can be picked up from the table outside the
offices. Talk to Pastor Melissa for Advent Calendars and resources for children
and families.

2. Stick around after worship today for the Lutheran World Relief Advent Series.
We will watch a video together and have time for discussion.

3. Worship on 12/12 will include a special children’s program. Then, join us after
worship for our December Live Christ event “Christmas Around the World”

4. Mid-week Worship - A liturgy resource is provided in the devotional boxes for
you to do at home on your own.  Pastor Melissa will also lead a group via Zoom
on 12/1, 12/8, and 12/15 at 7pm. Midweek offerings will be designated toward
Room at the Inn, International Institute of St. Louis, and Lutheran Refugee and
Immigration Services (LIRS)

5. Church Christmas Decorating - 12/11, 10am-12pm.

Worship Leadership

November 28, 2021 Advent 1
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Laurie/Gary Brown
Musician: Bill Kaeppel
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Judy Holmes

December 5, 2021 Advent 2
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom and Slides: Erle Craig
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Ann Schultz and Cora Wallace
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

December 12, 2021 Advent 3

Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Gary Brown
Zoom and Slides: Elizabeth Carr
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glenn and Jann Mueller
Greeter: Kathy Endorf

December 19, 2021 Advent 4
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Sharon Perko Davis
Zoom and Slides: Bryan Miles
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Dave Endorf & Randy Henning
Greeter: Judy Holmes
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