
January 2nd, 2022

9:15am - Hybrid Worship
Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

The story of Epiphany marks an end and the beginning. Leaving their home, the Magi embark
upon a pilgrimage, seeking the glimpse of the divine in the Christ child. Being warned in a
dream, they choose a different direction to journey back home. This leads them away from

Herod’s deception, manipulation, and harm. The Magi make a subversive choice to disobey
Herod. They listen to God speaking to them through their dreams. As our own journeys
continue, we remember we must sometimes make bold choices to choose a different way.

Notes about our worship service: Guidance and extra information is printed in italics
throughout the bulletin. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding minister; “L”
indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate speaking
parts of the whole congregation. Our liturgy this season is adapted from the work of
Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.

The following precautions remain in place: Masking is required. You will drop off your
offering and pick up prepackaged communion supplies and bulletins on your way in.
You may choose to sit where you like. Sharing of communion and peace will remain
distanced. We will sing the first and last song of the service. Finally, please be mindful
of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.



PRELUDE     “Love Came Down at Christmas”    by Lonnie Smith

WELCOME

The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: We come to this place—each of us on our own path.
C: The path is winding, and the path is not always clear, and the path changes, but
we are here.
P: God is walking us home.
C: What a gift it is to not walk alone.
P: Let us worship Holy God.
C: Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION
P: I imagine that, for the Magi, walking to Bethlehem and following a star was not easy.
I imagine that the hardest part might have been not knowing where the road would
lead.

Friends, we are not always the best versions of ourselves when we are faced with
uncertainty or changing plans. Facing the unknown pulls on every ounce of our anxiety
and fear. It rings all our stress alarms and can erode our patience, our calm, our sense of
perspective.

Fortunately for us, we worship a God who is gracious beyond imagination and meets
us on every twist and turn of the road home. So let us pray together now, knowing that
even in our worst moments, we are held by God.
Silence is held for reflection.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
P: God of changed plans,
C: The Magi heard in a dream that they were to take a new way home—a different
path, an untraveled road. That kind of change is not easy for us. We tend to clench
our fists and hold on tighter. Forgive us for resisting change that might be holy.
Forgive us for ignoring that there is more than one road home. Forgive us for failing
to hear your invitation. Guide our steps to unfamiliar places. Gratefully we pray,
amen.
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WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
P: No matter which roads we take in this one wild and precious life, God walks with us.
God never leaves our side. When the road changes and we find ourselves on a new path
home, God is always there. So hear and believe this good news:
C: No matter where we go, no matter what we do, we are claimed, loved, and held by
God. Thanks be to God for a love like that.

OPENING HYMN - Brightest and Best of Stars, ELW #303
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
P: Holy God, you speak to us in scripture and in prayer, in sunrises and sunsets, in
friends and in strangers, in dreams and in songs. Still our minds so that we can listen
with a depth that we have not heard before. Still our hearts so that we can receive with
open arms what it is you are offering us today. We know you are speaking, so we are
listening. Gratefully we pray,
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING - Isaiah 60:1-6
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s
presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will
come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.

 Arise, shine; for your light has come,
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
 2For darkness shall cover the earth,
  and thick darkness the peoples;
 but the Lord will arise upon you,
  and his glory will appear over you.
 3Nations shall come to your light,
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
 4Lift up your eyes and look around;
  they all gather together, they come to you;
 your sons shall come from far away,
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
 5Then you shall see and be radiant;
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
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 6A multitude of camels shall cover you,
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
  all those from Sheba shall come.
 They shall bring gold and frankincense,
  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM - Psalm 148
L: Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;
  praise God in the heights.
C: Praise the Lord, all you angels;
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
L: Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
  sing praise, all you shining stars.
C: Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,
  and you waters above the heavens.
L: Let them praise the name of the Lord,
  who commanded, and they were created,
C: who made them stand fast forever and ever,
  giving them a law that shall not pass away.
L: Praise the Lord from the earth,

you sea monsters and all deeps;
C: fire and hail, snow and fog,

tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
L: mountains and all hills,

fruit trees and all cedars;
C: wild beasts and all cattle,

creeping things and flying birds;
L: sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,

princes and all rulers of the world;
C: young men and maidens,

old and young together.
L: Let them praise the name of the Lord,
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
C: The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING - Colossians 3:12-17
As newly baptized Christians were clothed with new garments upon arising from the baptismal
waters, so all who have received God’s gift of life are covered with the character of Christ.

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a
complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you
also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in
your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands for the reading of the gospel.

GOSPEL READING - Matthew 2:1-12
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers
from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
 for from you shall come a ruler
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may
also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
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place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Blake Duncan

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - Home By Another Way (Anna Strickland, 2021)
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.

1 Magi from a faraway place, radiant starlight setting their pace
Fording wadi, risking body, seeking the king’s birthplace.
Oh, we have traveled night and day, meeting God where e’er we stay
Paths are changing, rearranging, as we find another way.

2 Threatened by the good news they bring, Herod plots to kill the new king
Angles warning in the morning: “Avoid Jerusalem.”
Oh, we have traveled night and day, meeting God where e’er we stay
Paths are changing, rearranging, as we find another way.

3 Plans that change and storms that delay, dreams and hopes left in disarray.
Make us tremble, but remember there is another way.
Oh, we have traveled night and day, meeting God where e’er we stay
Paths are changing, rearranging, as we find another way.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

God of wanderers, you sent the magi from afar to witness the mystery and majesty of
your birth. Send us into the world with your will in our hearts and on our lips. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

God of the world, you created heaven and earth. Through your Spirit send your
all-encompassing love over the cosmos. Bless the stars that guide our way and the night
sky that invites the earth into slumber. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of the way, you sent the magi to follow the star into an uncertain future. May all
leaders and peoples seek your face, especially when paths are not clear, conflicts rage,
tyrants oppress, and fear abounds. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of the waking, when the world cries out for violence and vengeance, show us
home by another way. When scarcity and fear rule, show us another way. When we find
ourselves on harmful paths, show us another way. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of the weary, send your Spirit to those who are sick, imprisoned, enslaved, and
suffering (especially). Give courage and wisdom for building roads that lead to justice
and freedom. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of welcome, you sent the holy family to seek safety in a new land. Protect all who
make similar journeys. Send your guiding Spirit to asylum seekers, refugees, and all
who journey toward safety. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of wonder, your glory is shown to the saints. We give thanks for those whose
earthly journey has ended and now dwell with you forever. Give us signs of your
presence until that day when we arise in you. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you,
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The assembly is invited to stand.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
CALL TO OFFERING
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L: The Magi came bearing gifts, because that is what we do when we love someone.
We prepare. We celebrate. We drop off casseroles and flowers. We bring gifts. It has
always been that way. Today, we are invited to do the same for God. We are invited to
bring our gifts as a sign of our love. We give because we love. It has always been that
way. We lift up now our tithes and offerings.

OFFERING PRAYER
P: God of new beginnings, we offer these gifts to you today out of love. The world will
tell us to keep our money to ourselves, to hold it tight, to tuck it away, but just as the
Magi made a different choice, we make a different choice. Instead, we give what we
have, trusting that when we live like we belong to one another, we will see a better
world. So take these gifts and use them for your good. With hope we pray,
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan
you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he
revealed your glory. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name, and join the unending refrain of all creation.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  Heaven and earth are full of your
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of
creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your
promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are
you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word
made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
P: In the manger and at the table, come, there is a place for you here. The body and
blood of Christ given and shed for you. C: Amen.
The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.

BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace. C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: God who draws near, in this meal your table has been spread wide and a place is
made ready for all. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing
gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.C: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)

The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.
BENEDICTION
P: As you leave this service, your service begins: Comfort the homesick. Open your
doors to others. Seek sanctuary. Be brave enough to go home by another way. And
remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back soon. In the name
of our Foundation—God, Spirit, and Son—go in peace.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN - Songs of Thankfulness and Praise, ELW #310

11



DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace; Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE:   “We Three Kings”    arr. Tom Birchwood
******************************************************************************

Announcements for the week of 1/2/22
1. Thank you to Pastor Blake Duncan for being with us for worship today.
2. Next week, we welcome Pastor Tina Reyes of LuMin (campus ministry).
3. The installation of new council members will take place during worship 01/09.
4. Pastor Melissa is on vacation thru 01/09. Contact the office for pastoral care.
5. CVT meets on 01/03.
6. Tuesday Bible Study will resume on 01/11. We continue studying Manna and

Mercy by Daniel Erlander.
7. The Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet 01/13 at 11:30 at the Cracker Barrel at 10915

New Halls Ferry Rd., Ferguson 63136. If you plan to attend, please make
reservations with Judy Holmes at mickey.holmes@att.net or 314-355-1125.

8. The Fifty Plus Club will meet Wednesday, 01/19, at 10:30 in the lower social hall
to discuss plans for the coming year.  $10 dues will be collected for 2022.
Whether to continue collecting for the USO will be discussed.  Please bring a
sandwich to enjoy after the meeting.  Coffee, ice cream and cookies will be
provided.  Bring a game to play after lunch.

Worship Leadership
January 2, 2022 Epiphany
Preaching/Presiding: Pr. Blake Duncan
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Kathy Carr
Zoom and Slides: Erle Craig
Musician: Bill or Greg
Ushers: Bill Billeau and Glen Albers
Greeter: Kathy Endorf

January 9, 2022 Jesus’ Baptism
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Tina Reyes
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Judy Holmes

January 16, 2022
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom and Slides: Gary & Laurie Brown
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Ann Schultz and Cora Wallace
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

January 23, 2022
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Gary Brown
Zoom and Slides: Elizabeth Carr
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glenn and Jann Mueller
Greeter: Kathy Endorf
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