
REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY
Sunday, November 21, 2021

9:15am Hybrid Worship
PRELUDE: “Rejoice, the Lord is
King”   by Austin Lovelace

INTRODUCTION
As we celebrate the end of the
liturgical or church year, we take
time to reflect on the journey of
this past year. We have followed
in the steps of Jesus as he took on
flesh, as he healed and restored,
as he taught and envisioned a
new reign of the kingdom of
God. We followed, too, as he was
trapped by the religious
authorities and arrested by the
Romans, as he was crucified, and
rose again. We have celebrated
the coming of the Holy Spirit
and reflected on what it means to
be a disciple of the Christ. Today
is the last Sunday of that journey
for this year.

On this day, we remember that the kingdom of God is a present reality in our lives. And
yet we also know that there is a future kingdom over which God will reign in Christ, a
kingdom in which the world will once again fully reflect its creator. Holding the tension
between already and not yet, we celebrate the in-breaking of the reign of God and
anticipate its coming fullness.

Today we will look back and look forward as we express our faith in the transforming
power of God at work in our world, in the church, and in our own lives.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the
strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM “Ride on King Jesus”



Advent
The royal color of blue marks the beginning of the
church year with the season of Advent, a word that
means "coming". The promise of Advent is that God is
always at work in the world, bringing new beginnings
and a new creation to people and powers long bent on
destruction. During these four weeks, we pray that
God’s reign would come among us through Jesus,
Immanuel, God with us.  

Scripture: Luke 3:1-6
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius,

when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, 2during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight.
5 Every valley shall be filled,
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
   and the rough ways made smooth;
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’

Music for Reflection: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ELW #254

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set they people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king;
born to reign in us forever, now they gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to they glorious throne.



Christmas
In the season of Christmas our liturgical colors change to white and gold, a celebration
of the incarnation of Jesus Christ, who is fully human and fully God. Christmas Day is
both the culmination of the waiting of the Advent season, and the beginning of twelve
days of celebration as we rejoice in the gift of our Savior and the daily rebirth of grace in
our own lives.

Scripture: Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.

Music for Reflection: Love Has Come ELW #292, Verses 1 & 3

1. Love has come – a light in the darkness!
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;
hear how their song of joy arises: Love! Love!
Born unto us a Savior! Love! Love!
Glory to God on high.

3. Love has come and never will leave us!
Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us.
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. Love! Love!
Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love!
Praise to you, God on high!

OFFERING PRAYER
P: God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings. As we gather these gifts from your abundance,
nourish us so that we may care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, the
Sovereign Servant.
C: Amen.



Epiphany and Transfiguration
Epiphany means "to make known," and in the season of Epiphany we remember the
ways and events through which God is revealed through Jesus Christ. The colors of
Epiphany are usually white and gold, the colors of celebration, newness, and hope that
mark the most sacred days of the church year. We remember the worship of the Magi,
one of the first indications that Jesus came for all people, of all nations, of all races, and
that the work of God in the world would not be limited to only a few.

A few weeks later, white and gold are again used to mark Transfiguration Sunday, a
grand revealing of Jesus’ glory as he begins his journey toward Jerusalem.

Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-5
1 Arise, shine; for your light has come,
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2 For darkness shall cover the earth,
   and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
   and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light,
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

4 Lift up your eyes and look around;
   they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5 Then you shall see and be radiant;
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.

Congregational Singing: Arise, Your Light Has Come! ELW #314, Verses 1 & 2



Lent and Holy Week
With a cross of ashes on our heads on Ash Wednesday,
the liturgical colors for Lent turn to a somber purple
or violet, then to black at the end of the Holy Week.
Throughout the six weeks of Lent we pace the length
of Jesus’ three years of ministry. We relearn the faces
and names of people who, like you and me, were
sometimes faithful and sometimes missed the point
entirely.

It is a long season, a season that calls us to stop and
take a look at our life in the light of Christlikeness,
and humble ourselves before our God. The season
culminates in Holy Week. Starting with Palm Sunday
and the joyful entry of Israel’s Messiah-King in to

Jerusalem, it ends with that very same crowd yelling "Crucify him, crucify him,” on
Good Friday.

Scripture: John 12:12-16 and John 19:28-30
12 The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was
coming to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him,
shouting,  ‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King
of Israel!’ 14Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 15 ‘Do not be
afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!’ 16His
disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then
they remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to him.

28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil the
scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ 29A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a
sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus
had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his head and gave up his
spirit.

Music for Reflection: Restore in Us, O God ELW #328, Verses 1 & 2

1. Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love;
renew your image in our hearts,
and all our sins remove.

2. O Spirit, wake in us the wonder of your power;
from fruitless fear unfurl our lives
like spring-time bud and flower.



Easter
Morning dawns and Mary Magdalene weeps at the tomb
until she is told the good news "Jesus is not dead! He has
risen!" And that call echoes down through the centuries as
Christians around the world joyfully cry out "Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen indeed!" year after year on the highest and
holiest day of the Christian calendar.

Easter lilies and flowers adorn the sanctuary, the colors
change to white and gold to portray the risen, living Christ.
Three days before we buried our beloved Jesus; today Jesus lives! The fifty days of
Easter ring jubilantly with the new life and new hope that the risen Christ brings to us,
to our world, and to all creation.

Scripture: John 20:11-18
11 Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,
one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you
weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where
they have laid him.’ 14When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you
weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to
him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take
him away.’ 16Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew,
‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ 18Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told
them that he had said these things to her.

Music for Reflection:   Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia ELW #364, Verses 1 & 5

1. Christ has arisen, alleluia. Rejoice and praise him, alleluia.
For our redeemer burst from the tomb, even from death, dispelling its gloom.
Let us sing praise to him with endless joy.
Death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy.
Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia!

5.   Christ has arisen to set us free. Alleluia, to him praises be.
Jesus is living! Let us all sing; he reigns triumphant, heavenly king.
Let us sing praise to him with endless joy.
Death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy.
Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia!



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

So now we eat and we drink and we remember Jesus and his great love for us. And we
pray to go forth from this table of grace—with the Spirit of God as our guide—seeking
to love others in great ways.
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: For all who have great faith, and for all whose faith challenges them,
come to the table.
C: Amen
Time is given for the sharing of elements.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Gracious Jesus, sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your
beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.
C: Amen.



Pentecost
Red, the color of flames, brings us to Pentecost. We remember the great rushing wind
and the dancing flames like fire that are signs of the Holy Spirit at work. The coming of
the Holy Spirit sends Jesus followers out into the streets, telling everyone about the
good news in ways that all could understand. On Pentecost, we remember the ways the
Spirit is still at work stirring us up and sending us out into the world to share God’s
love and life.

Scripture: Acts 2:1-4
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Congregational Singing:    God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind   ELW #400, Verses 1 & 4



Ordinary Days
Ordinary time includes Sundays between Pentecost and Advent where there are no
Holy Days. We use the color of green to signify this time of growth and renewal. We
hear again the good news, we are instructed in the ways of the world and the kingdom,
and we are shown the vision of the church and our responsibility within it.

Ordinary? Yes, but through our lives God brings the living water to a thirsty world in
our offerings of service and mercy that we offer to others on a daily basis. This is the
extraordinary way that God’s reign is made known - through ordinary people like you
and me.

Scripture: Luke 10:29-37
29Wanting to justify himself, [a lawyer] asked
Jesus, ‘Who is my neighbor?’ 30Jesus replied, ‘A
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped
him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half
dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down
that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on
the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the
other side. 33But a Samaritan while travelling
came near him; and when he saw him, he was
moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged
his wounds, having poured oil and wine on
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of
him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said,
“Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you
spend.” 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into
the hands of the robbers?’ 37He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Go and do likewise.’

Music for Reflection:       Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service    ELW #712, Verses 1 & 4

1. Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart;
consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart.

4.   Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go.
to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, goodwill and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live.



Reign of Christ
We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and
his victory over death, yet we await the
consummation of all things yet to come.
Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go
forth that his reign may be known in our loving
words and deeds. We are reminded that God is with
us through all the seasons of life. Remember his
words? "I am with you always; yes, to the end of the
age." (Matthew 28:20)

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-40
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man
comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then
he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations
will be gathered before him, and he will separate

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will
put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those
at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of
me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you,
or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison
and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to
one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 

Congregational Singing: O God beyond All Praising ELW #880, Verses 1 & 3

(hymn printed on the next page)



ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)

BLESSING
P: The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you now and always.
C: Amen.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Set your hope on Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Crown him with many crowns”  by Robert Crane



Announcements for the week of 11/21/21

1. Congregational meeting TODAY following worship. After the meeting we will
share a meal together.

2. Advent begins next Sunday. See the flyer insert for the many, many offerings that
will guide us through this season.

3. The office will be closed on 11/25 and 11/26 in observance of Thanksgiving.
4. NO bible study on 11/30 as Pastor Melissa will be preparing for Advent.
5. Part of worship on 12/12 will include a children’s program. Following worship

we will host Live Christ - Christmas Around the World. There will be stories,
crafts, and hopefully some goodies to share.

6. The 50+ sign-up sheet for the Christmas luncheon is on the bulletin board!   The
Christmas luncheon will be December 15 in the lower level social hall.  We will
gather at 11:30 for a short social time before the catered luncheon is delivered at
noon.  Please bring a wrapped white elephant gift.  Deadline for signing up is
December 5.  There is no cost for members who were paid by February of 2020.
Cost for guests is $15.

Worship Leadership

November 21, 2021 Reign of Christ
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Kathy Carr
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glen Albers and Bill Billeau
Greeter: Kathy Endorf

November 28, 2021 Advent 1
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Laurie/Gary Brown
Musician: Bill Kaeppel
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Judy Holmes

December 5, 2021 Advent 2
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom and Slides: Erle Craig
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Ann Schultz and Cora Wallace
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

December 12, 2021 Advent 3
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Gary Brown
Zoom and Slides: Elizabeth Carr
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glenn and Jann Mueller
Greeter: Kathy Endorf


