
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
November 7th, 2021

9:15am - Hybrid Worship
Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have the most tears.
Isaiah and Revelation look forward to the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John’s

gospel, Jesus weeps along with Mary and all the gathered mourners before he demonstrates his
power over death. On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but
we grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We bring our grief

to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come.

Notes about our worship service: Guidance and extra information is printed in italics
throughout the bulletin. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding minister; “L”
indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate speaking
parts of the whole congregation.

Worshipping in this time continues to be impacted by the Delta variant. As such, the
following precautions remain in place: Masking is required. You will drop off your
offering and pick up prepackaged communion supplies and bulletins on your way in.
You may choose to sit where you like. We will sing the first and last song of the
service. Sharing of communion and peace will remain distanced. Finally, please be
mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.



PRELUDE: “Behold a Host Arrayed in White”      Richard Hillert

WELCOME

The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water, the womb who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C: Amen.
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water is poured into the font.

P: We give you thanks, source and sustainer of life, for the gift of water. This is the water
your Spirit stirred at the dawn of creation, separating the soil from the sea, and calling
forth a humanity fashioned to bear your image.
C: Glory to you, forever and ever.

P: This is the water through which you delivered twelve tribes enslaved by the powers
of empire and oppression. You made a covenant with them in the wilderness beyond
the Red Sea, and led them through the Jordan into a land of promise, uniting them as
one people, chosen to display your liberating power for all held in captivity.
C: Glory to you, forever and ever.

P: This is the water sprinkled upon a people in exile, gifting them with a new heart and
a new spirit, gathering them together from north and south, east and west, a fulfillment
of your promise to restore those who weep in despair to the joy and dignity of hope.
C: Glory to you, forever and ever.

P: This is the water in which Jesus was baptized and named as your beloved child. This
is the water that takes its course from the wounded side of Christ crucified, the living
water that bursts tomb-sealing rock, giving rise to the new creation, and birthing from
every tongue and nation a people consecrated to you.
C: Glory to you, forever and ever.

P: This is the water of life that springs forth in that city where you dwell with a
multitude beyond number, united in the One whom they worship and praise forever.
C: Glory to you, forever and ever.
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P: Gathered around this font, and surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, we
ask you to stir the waters once again by the movement of your Holy Spirit. From these
waters, raise up a people hungry for justice and peace, one with Christ, one with each
other, and one in ministry to all the world, a sign of your promise for all creation, until
Christ comes in final victory and we feast at the promised and eternal banquet.
C: Glory to you, forever and ever.

P: We pray in communion with all the saints on earth and heaven, with the martyrs and
the faithful of all ages, and in the name of the Lamb who was slain, but now reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, above all rule and authority, power and dominion.
C: Glory to you, for ever and ever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

OPENING HYMN - Shall We Gather at the River, ELW #423

3



GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical
body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in
lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared
for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God\, now and forever.
C: Amen.

FIRST READING - Isaiah 25:6-9
Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain
and will prepare for them a rich feast. At this banquet God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And
there will be no more sorrow, for God will destroy death itself.

 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
 7And he will destroy on this mountain
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
  the sheet that is spread over all nations;
  8he will swallow up death forever.
 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
  for the Lord has spoken.
 9It will be said on that day,
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
  This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 24
L: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
  the world and those who dwell therein.
C: For the Lord has founded it upon the seas
  and established it upon the rivers.
L: Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord,
  and who may stand in God’s holy place?
C: Those of innocent hands and purity of heart,
  who do not swear on God’s being, nor do they pledge by what is false.
L: They shall receive blessing from the Lord
  and righteousness from the God of their salvation.
C: Such is the generation of those who seek you, O Lord,
  of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.
L: Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors,
  that the King of glory may come in.
C: Who is this King of glory?
  The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!
L: Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O everlasting doors,
  that the King of glory may come in.
C: Who is this King of glory?
  Truly, the Lord of hosts is the King of glory.

BELL CHOIR - “In Remembrance”

SECOND READING - Revelation 21:1-6a
Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people so
that mourning, despair, and pain have been eradicated.

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I
heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

 “See, the home of God is among mortals.
 God will dwell with them;
 they will be God’s peoples,
 and God will be with them;
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 4God will wipe every tear from their eyes.
 Death will be no more;
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
 for the first things have passed away.”

  5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”
Also they said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6aThen they said
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.”

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands for the reading of the gospel.
GOSPEL READING - John 11:32-44
Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and
weeping will be no more.

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in
spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Judaens said, “See how he loved
him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?”

  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.”
40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of
God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I
thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”
43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.
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SERMON - Pastor Melissa Woeppel

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - For All the Saints, ELW #422
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below. During this time, we
will also remember our loved ones who have gone before us. If you wish, you may write names of
those who have died on a piece of dissolvable paper. When directed by an usher, you may come
forward and place the names in the baptismal font, remembering the baptismal journey that is
now complete.

1 For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia!

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. Alleluia! Alleluia!

3 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine,
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. Alleluia! Alleluia!

4 And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
and hearts are brave again and arms are strong. Alleluia! Alleluia!

5 The golden evening brightens in the west;
soon, soon to faithful servants cometh rest;
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Alleluia! Alleluia!

6 But then there breaks a yet more glorious day:
the saints triumphant rise in bright array;
the King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia! Alleluia!

7 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: Alleluia! Alleluia!

7



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.

Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for
the church, the world, and everyone in need. A brief silence.

Merciful God, we give thanks for all who have brought your message of hope to new
communities and wiped tears away. Continue to raise up people to share your gospel of
hope. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Creating God, we praise you for abundant harvests and the goodness of creation. Create
communities of care for your earth so that all land, water, and soil will be celebrated
and cherished by future generations of saints. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of peace, we give you thanks for nations of peace that serve as a refuge for all
whose homelands are afflicted with violence. Strengthen those who continue to work
for peace and support all who carry the scars of war. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

God of healing, we give you thanks for health care workers who labor around the clock
to answer cries for help. Bring wholeness to all who struggle with post-traumatic stress
disorder, anxiety, depression, addiction, and all who long for healing in any way
(especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of justice, we praise you for the feeding ministries and for all meals that bring
people together for nourishment and fellowship. Bless chefs, bakers, servers,
dishwashers, communion assistants, and meal ministry coordinators. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of the ages, we give you thanks for the saints of this congregation who have
inspired, challenged, loved, and taught us, especially Les, Marge, and Walter. Wipe
away our tears and lead us by their example until we feast together on your holy
mountain. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our protection and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with
us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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The assembly is invited to stand.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER
P: Holy God, the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to dwell
among your creatures. Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, and
strengthen us to be your body for the world through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to
run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in
glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join the unending refrain of all creation.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  Heaven and earth are full of your
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy God, endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. You have filled all creation
with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at
this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word
and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life Jesus offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share
with us the great and promised feast. Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who
share in Christ’s body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our
inheritance with all your saints in light.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious
Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
P: A feast of love is offered here for you and all saints. Taste and see God’s goodness.
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.

BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been our host and meal. Send us forth to extend
our tables and to share your gifts until all feast together at your heavenly banquet.
C: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)

The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.
BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN - Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!, ELW #873

DISMISSAL
L: Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “For All the Saints”    Jan Bender
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Announcements for the week of 11/07/21

1. We will now sing the opening and sending hymns each week. For the time being,
communion, offering, and peace practices will remain distanced.

2. Council meets on 11/08 at 7pm via Zoom.
3. Outreach Presentation on 11/14...
4. Items for the thanksgiving baskets are due by 11/15.
5. Join us for the congregational meeting on 11/21 following worship. Please

submit any reports to Cynthia by 11/15 to be included in the annual report.
6. Congregation members can donate towards a $500 one-time donation to our

companion church in Russia to support their pastor. Checks can be made to
Living Christ, with a note in the memo area.

7. Church Ladies Lunch Bunch gathers at Chimi’s on 11/11 at 11:30. See Judy
Holmes call or email 314-355-1125 or mickey.holmes@att.net.  All are welcome.

8. Thank you to those who have turned in pledges for the coming year. For all the
ways in which you give of your time, talents, and resources we give thanks!

Worship Leadership

November 7, 2021 All Saints
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Sharon Perko Davis
Zoom and Slides: Bryan Miles
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Dave Endorf & Randy Henning
Greeter: Judy Holmes

November 14, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Terry Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Marilyn Wiley
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Jim and Doris Stoehner
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

November 21, 2021 Reign of Christ
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Kathy Carr
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glen Albers and Bill Billeau
Greeter: Kathy Endorf

November 28, 2021 Advent 1
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Laurie/Gary Brown
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Judy Holmes
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