
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 26th, 2021

9:15am - Hybrid Worship
Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the
disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who
prophesied without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus

welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we
form around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by

people we can’t keep tabs on.

Notes about our worship service: Guidance and extra information is printed in italics
throughout the bulletin. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding minister; “L”
indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate speaking
parts of the whole congregation.

Worshipping in this time continues to be impacted by the Delta variant. As such, the
following precautions remain in place: Masking is required. You will drop off your
offering and pick up prepackaged communion supplies and bulletins on your way in.
You may choose to sit where you like (no capacity limitations). Sharing of communion
and peace will remain distanced. We will sing only the last song of the service. Finally,
please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.



PRELUDE “Lord, whose Love in Humble Service” by Michael Burkhardt

WELCOME

The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: In a world that cries out, “Fear me!”
C: We will listen to Jesus’ words: “Don’t be afraid!”

P: In a world that so often chooses hate and division,
C: We will live Jesus’ call to, “Love God and love your neighbor as yourself.”

P: In a world that radicalizes…we, too, will be radical.
C: Radical with our hospitality; radical with our hope; radical with our love.

P: Come to this place, ready to become who we are called to be.
C: Let us gather together and worship God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our
apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you
for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.

The assembly is seated.
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OPENING HYMN - How Small Our Span of Life, ELW #636
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.

1 How small our span of life, O God, our years from birth till death:
a single beat within the heart, the catching of a breath,
a drop within the ocean's deep, a grain upon the shore,
a flash of light before we sleep to see the sun no more.

2 And yet our speck of life is spanned by your infinity;
our tick of time on earth is caught in your eternity.
While suns and stars spin endlessly through depths of cosmic space,
while aeons roll and ages pass, you hold us in your grace.

3 O Christ, you left eternity to plunge in time's swift stream,
to share the shortness of our span, our mortal lives redeem.
You filled your cross-closed years with love; you loved us to the end
and touch us with your risen life that ours may time transcend.

4 We thank you, God, for kindling faith that lights our transient years,
illumining our pilgrimage through mists of doubt and fears;
for hope that sees a life beyond the swiftly passing days;
for love, both human and divine, that lifts our hearts to praise.

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us
a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
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FIRST READING - Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading. God
provides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly needful? God bestows
the spirit on seventy elders, yet two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of
God’s spirit. What constitutes real leadership?

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and
said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for
nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our
strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”
  10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of
their tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses
said to the Lord, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found
favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all
this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your
bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their
ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping
to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all this people alone, for
they are too heavy for me. 15If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death
at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.”
  16So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you
know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of
meeting, and have them take their place there with you.”
  24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered
seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the Lord came
down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and
put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But
they did not do so again.
  26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad,
and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone
out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told
Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the
assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But
Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord‘s people were
prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!”

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 19:7-14
L: The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
C: The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
L: The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
C: More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
L: By them also is your servant enlightened,
  and in keeping them there is great reward.
C: Who can detect one’s own offenses?
  Cleanse me from my secret faults.
L: Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion;
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
C: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable
  to you, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

SECOND READING - James 5:13-20
Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need,
celebrating with those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins to one
another, and offering forgiveness to each other.

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing
songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has
committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

  19My siblings, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by
another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will
save the sinner from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands for the reading of the gospel.
GOSPEL READING - Mark 9:38-50
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and
sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well as to others.

John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and
we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop
him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to
speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means
lose the reward.

  42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you
were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for
you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable
fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is
never quenched.

  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness,
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Melissa Woeppel

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service, ELW #712
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.

1 Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy's perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart;
consecrating to your purpose ev'ry gift which you impart.
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2 Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread;
still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul,
by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole.

3 As we worship, grant us vision, till your love's revealing light
in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight,
making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear,
stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share.

4 Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go,
to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.

As children of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. A brief silence.

We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and encourage them
in their journey of faith. Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of prayer,
service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for natural wonders of your creation: for the Missouri and Mississippi rivers
and areas of conservation. Restore damaged forests, waterways and natural habitats
and lead us to be good stewards of what you have provided. Help us to care for the
world you have made with love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those in authority, especially in places of conflict, division, and grief. Give
them wise minds and compassionate hearts. Strengthen in them a desire to protect the
vulnerable and care for those under-served. May all know the safety and fullness of like
you desire. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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We pray for those who are struggling, for those who are hungry, for those who are ill,
and for those who are suffering (especially). Provide them with peace and resilience for
the days ahead. Sustain caregivers with energy and patience. Comfort all in your arms
of peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, readers, ushers,
greeters, and tech support. Bless us through their ministry and grant them the passion
to continue in their service. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from
every time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your
promised salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The assembly is invited to stand.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
If you are joining us online, type a message or share a brief word of peace.

OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together during this time through prayer and financial support.
Your giving ensures that the ministries of this congregation continue now and into the future.

P: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain
from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering
of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
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COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name, and
join the unending refrain of all creation.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Redeeming God, we delight to praise you for the triumphs of your grace and we thank
you for the wonders of your love. In great love, you created the world for relationship
and partnership with you. In times of slavery and exhile, you drew near to your people
and heard their cries for bread and justice. In Christ, you came close to your people,
joining yourself to our suffering so that we may be made whole.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory to share with us the great and promised feast.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit upon us, that we may be shaped by your love, joy,
and peace. Bless this meal by the power of that same Spirit, that it may be for us a sign
of the feast to come. All this we pray in the name of the Triune God, the great
three-in-one, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
P: All who hunger and thirst, receive what is offered here. The body and blood of Christ
given and shed for you.
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.

CHORAL PERFORMANCE -

BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: God of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a
feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)
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The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.
BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body,
bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN - Every Time I Fell the Spirit, ACS #942

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace; you are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” by Herbert Gotsch
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Announcements for the week of 9/26/21
1. Next Week: Sunday, October 3rd

a. The Bridge will be here with fair trade items. After worship, come to shop
and/or learn about their ministry and mission.

b. 50+ will also meet after worship to discuss plans for a Christmas party
c. Blessing of the Animals, Oct. 3rd @ 3pm. We will gather in the grassy area

outside the wooden doors facing Concord Drive. All species welcome!
2. A season of stewardship through the month of October: A Future with Hope.

We invite you to join us in giving thanks for all the resources — spiritual,
theological, physical, and financial — that support our mission and ministry in
this place. With a past so full of grace, our future, thanks be to God, is likewise
full of hope. Look for the October Communicator with more details.

3. Our diaper drive concludes at the end of September. If you still have things to
donate, be sure to get them in soon. Thanks for your generosity and support!

4. Vocal Choir has started & meets from 8:00am-8:45am on Sundays in the
fellowship hall.  We would like to have new ones join us.  Pls see David Eggers.

5. The Rev. Carleton Stock will speak on “ CLIMATE CHANGE:  Where We Are
and What We Can Do” on Saturday, Oct. 2 at 10:00 am at Lutheran Church of the
Living Christ lower level social hall.  The program is sponsored by
Ferguson-Florissant AAUW and is open to the public.  Masks are required.

September 26, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Sharon Perko Davis
Zoom and Slides: Bryan Miles
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Dave Endorf & Randy Henning
Greeter: Judy Holmes

October 3, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Terry Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Marilyn Wiley
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Jim and Doris Stoehner
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

October 10, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Rev. Dr. Teresa
Mithen Danieley
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Kathy Carr
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glen Albers and Bill Billeau
Greeter: Kathy Endorf

October 17, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Laurie/Gary Brown
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Judy Holmes
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