9:15am - Hybrid Worship

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our
neighbor. We gather for worship and service to witness to the work of God among us. Our acts
of service allow us to explore one of our most basic Lutheran convictions: All of life in Jesus
Christ — every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life — flows freely from
a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. We join God as partners for the work of restoration
and reconciliation, loving our neighbors and making our community a better place.
Notes about our worship service: Guidance and extra information is printed in italics
throughout the bulletin. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding minister; “L”
indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate speaking
parts of the whole congregation.
Worshipping in this time continues to be impacted by the Delta variant. As such, the
following precautions remain in place: Masking is required. You will drop off your
offering and pick up prepackaged communion supplies and bulletins on your way in.
You may choose to sit where you like (no capacity limitations). Sharing of communion
and peace will remain distanced. We will sing only the last song of the service. Finally,
please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.

PRELUDE “Earth and all Stars” Michael Burkhardt
WELCOME
The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: What is the world like when God’s work is done?
C: Those held captive are set free.
P: What is the world like when God’s work is done?
C: The hungry are filled with good things.
P: What is the world like when God’s work is done?
C: The downtrodden are lifted up.
P: God’s work is done in this place
C: when we honor the image of God in all people.
P: God’s work is done in this place
C: when we live out justice, righteousness, and mercy.
P: God’s work is done in this place
C: when we follow Christ’s self-giving love.
P: Through the power of the liberating Spirit, may it be so.
C: Amen
The assembly is seated.
OPENING HYMN - God’s Work, Our Hands, ACS #1000
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.
1. God's work, our hands: working together,
building a future, repairing the world,
raising up homes, planting new gardens,
feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold.
Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
sharing the good news of your gospel.
2. God's work, our feet: trav'ling together,
following Jesus to places unknown,
walking as friends, marching for freedom,
running the race with God's future the goal.
Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way,
sharing the good news of your gospel.
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3. God's work, our voice: singing together,
praising, proclaiming to all who will hear,
praying for peace, shouting for justice,
claiming God's love for the lost and the least.
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
sharing the good news of your gospel.
4. God is at work in and around us:
seedlings are sprouting and bread's on the rise!
Washed and set free, humbled and honored,
gifted by grace, we respond in God's love.
Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call,
sharing the good news of your gospel.
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Lover of justice and equity, you call us to support and help those who suffer, and to
honor all people. Make us advocates for your justice and instruments of your peace,
that all may be reconciled in your beloved community. In Jesus’ name we pray. C: Amen
FIRST READING - Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s
reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like
Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.
The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
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The Lord God has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.
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I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
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from insult and spitting.
The Lord God helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
7

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 116:1-9
L: I love the Lord, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
C: for the Lord has given ear to me
whenever I called.
L: The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
C: Then I called upon the name of the Lord:
“O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”
L: Gracious is the Lord and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
C: The Lord watches over the innocent;
I was brought low, and God saved me.
L: Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
for the Lord has dealt well with you.
C: For you have rescued my life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;
L: I will walk in the presence of the Lord
in the land of the living.

SECOND READING - James 2:14-17
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We are new creations in Christ, and God is at work in us to bring our will and our work in line
with the model of Jesus’ own life. Good works are signs of trust in God as we grow in faith.
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have
works? Can faith save you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16 and
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not
supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by itself, if it has no
works, is dead.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands for the reading of the gospel.
GOSPEL READING - Mark 8:27-38
Peter is the first person to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that Jesus will
have to suffer. Jesus issues a challenge to all who listen, connecting discipleship to the cross.
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John
the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them,
“But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he
sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.
31

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three
days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.
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SERMON - Pastor Melissa Woeppel

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - Great Is Thy Faithfulness, ELW #733
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.
1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.
Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain
3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.
Trusting God at work in and among us, we raise our hearts and voices in prayer for the
needs of the world.
For your work in the church, we give thanks. Plant and tend relationships among
ecumenical and interfaith communities, that our hands work together to bear fruit for
the sake of all in need. God of grace, we pray, hear us when we call.
For your work in creation, we give thanks. Sustain peoples and places affected by
climate change, ecological devastation, and natural disasters. Prosper the work of
creation-care ministries locally and globally, that with our minds and hearts opened, our
hands work to lovingly care for the earth. God of life, we pray, hear us when we call.
For your work among the nations, we give thanks. Direct leaders in paths of honest
service, that both their words and actions are carried out on behalf of those whom they
serve. God of righteousness, we pray, hear us when we call.
For your work in places of need, we give thanks. Sustain all who are wearied by
unemployment or lack of food or housing, that we advocate for relief and just
policy. Bring healing to all who are sick through physicians, nurses, therapists, and
caregivers ( especially...) God of restoration, we pray, hear us when we call.
For your work in our neighborhoods, towns, and cities, we give thanks. Guide our
common life together so that children, youth, and adults of all ages flourish. Teach us to
listen attentively to our neighbors, that any new endeavors consider those who may be
left out or under served. God of wisdom, we pray, hear us when we call.
For your work in this worshiping community, we give thanks. Bless the service projects
of this day and beyond. Foster deeper connections among those who serve as we work
alongside those in our community. God of love, we pray, hear us when we call.
Here other intercessions may be added.
For your work among those who came before us, we give thanks. We remember those
who have died and are held forever in your loving hands (especially). Hold us in your
presence now and always. God of heaven and earth, hear us when we call.
Receive these and all our prayers, Gracious God. We pray in the name of Jesus and by
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The assembly is invited to stand.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
If you are joining us online, type a message or share a brief word of peace.
OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together during this time through prayer and financial support.
Your giving ensures that the ministries of this congregation continue now and into the future.
P: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain
from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering
of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C: Amen.
COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise
God of wisdom and truth, we give you thanks for the joy of your creation and for the
grace of your liberating love. In great love, you entered into our suffering and shared
with us the promise of full and abundant life. In great praise, we join our voices to the
unending refrain of all creation:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
God of gathering and sending, you brought together your people Israel. As they were
blessed, you sent them out into the world to be a blessing for all nations. You sent your
prophets to give voice to the gift and responsibility of being your people. Your Son Jesus
Christ gathered disciples, partners in service, as he followed the way of the cross.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Send your Spirit upon those gathered here, that this meal may be an outpouring of your
love. Nourish and nurture us in this gathering so that we may be sent out in love and
service to the world. All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION
P: All who hunger and thirst, come. Eat and be fed. The body and blood of Christ given
and shed for you. C: Amen.
The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.
BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace. C: Amen.
PRAYER
P: God of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a
feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)
The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.
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AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION
P: Siblings in Christ, both our work and our rest are in God. Will you endeavor to
pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, in gratitude to God and in service to others, at
morning and evening, at work and at play, all the days of your life?
C: We will, and we ask God to help us.
P: By the power of the Spirit we have been knit into the one body of Jesus Christ. God
give us courage, patience, and vision; and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of
witness to the world and of service to others.
C: Amen.
BLESSING AND SENDING FOR MISSION
P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You made the whole earth for
your glory; all creation praises you. We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and
earth in thanksgiving for the many blessings you have given us. Renew in us the
commitment to use our gifts in the service of others, and especially of those in need.
P: Bless those who go out from here to help with house and yard work.
C: Bless those who receive them and the fruits of their labor,
P: May the gifts they use and share be signs of your love to all people.
C: Bless those who go out from here to collect food.
P: May those who receive it be nourished and strengthened,
C: and may these gifts be a sign of your love to all people.
P: Bless the cards that will be written and care kits that will be prepared.
C: May those who receive them be cared for and healed,
P: and may these gifts be a sign of your love to all people.
P: To you, O God, be glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, in your church and in the world, now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN - Will You Come and Follow Me, ELW #798
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DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace; you are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “Earth and all Stars”

Wilbur Held
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Announcements for the week of 9/12/21
1. September Diaper Drive - We are collecting diapers size 4 and up as well as
pull-ups/overnights.. In-kind and monetary donations will be accepted. See
Doris Stoehner & Kathy Endorf.
2. Starting Sept. 14th, Tuesday Bible Study will be working through Manna and
Mercy by Daniel Erlander. Books can be picked up on the table outside of the
offices (suggested donation $10, memo Bible Class). The morning session will
meet at 10am in-person; the evening session will meet at 7pm via Zoom.
3. Live Christ: Faith Formation for Everyone kicks off next week after worship. Join
us as we explore God’s love through story, song, art, and more!
4. Vaccine Clinic - 9/23, 4-8pm (new time to accommodate those who work during the
day). We are still waiting on some final details from the health department, but
talk to Pr. Melissa if you'd like to be involved. Where necessary, second shots will
be scheduled for Oct. 14th from 4-8pm.

Worship Leadership
September 12, 2021 God’s Work Our Hands
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom and Slides: Erle Craig
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Ann Schultz and Cora Wallace
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

September 26, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Sharon Perko Davis
Zoom and Slides: Bryan Miles
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Dave Endorf & Randy Henning
Greeter: Judy Holmes

September 19, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Gary Brown
Zoom and Slides: Elizabeth Carr
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Glenn and Jann Mueller
Greeter: Kathy Endorf

October 3, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Terry Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Marilyn Wiley
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Jim and Doris Stoehner
Greeter:
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