SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING AND CELEBRATION
August 29th, 2021

9:15am - Hybrid Worship

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
Our congregation gathers together today to give thanks to God and celebrate our shared life
together. Our scripture readings remind us of God’s goodness, mercy, and love, where all in
need are cared for. We inherit a vision of community where God’s people will live together in
peace and wholeness that extends to all people and creation. Even as our worship service ends,
our life as a community of faith continues. Through a congregational meeting and time of food
and fellowship, we bear witness to the gift of life shared together. Thanks be to God!
Notes about our worship service: Guidance and extra information is printed in italics
throughout the bulletin. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding minister; “L”
indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate speaking
parts of the whole congregation.
As we ease back into worship in the sanctuary please note the following: Masking is
required. You will drop off your offering and pick up prepackaged communion supplies
and bulletins on your way in. You may choose to sit where you like (no capacity
limitations). Sharing of communion and peace will remain distanced. We will sing only
the last song of the service. Finally, please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask
before giving a handshake or hug.

PRELUDE “Oh That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” by Jan Bender
WELCOME
The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: Come to us now O God of Life,
C: And fill this space with your presence!
P: We praise your name and rejoice:
C: In great love, you provide for all our needs.
P: Your compassion, grace, and mercy have no end.
C: We will rejoice forever, because you are God!
P: People of God, rejoice and give thanks!
C: Halleluiah! Amen!
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C: Amen.
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured as the presiding minister gives thanks.
P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your
promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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The assembly is seated.
OPENING HYMN - Gather Us In, ELW #532
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.
1. Here in this place the new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away;
see in this space our fears and our dreamings
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.
2. We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry,
we are the old who yearn for your face;
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,
gather us in, the proud and the strong;
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,
give us the courage to enter the song.
3. Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.
4. Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away—
here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,
gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Loving God, when we wonder if we are enough, remind us that we are your children.
Gracious God, when it seems like there is never enough, remind us that you provide an
abundance. Compassionate God, when we come clinging to our meager offerings, bless
them, and us; break them, and us; share them, and us. All this we pray in the name of
Jesus Christ, our savior and lord.
C: Amen.
FIRST READING - Micah 4:1-10
Peace or shalom is not a bandage that covers up conflict, like the false cries of “peace” that silence
people who are powerless. Shalom is a state of wholeness and wellbeing. In Micah’s description of
shalom, weapons are destroyed, everyone has enough food, and strangers are welcomed.
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised up above the hills.
Peoples shall stream to it,
2
and many nations shall come and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
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God shall give justice between many peoples,
and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more;
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but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees,
and no one shall make them afraid;
for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.
4
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For all the peoples walk,
each in the name of its god,
but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God
forever and ever.
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In that day, says the Lord,
I will assemble the lame
and gather those who have been driven away,
and those whom I have afflicted.
7
The lame I will make the remnant,
and those who were cast off, a strong nation;
and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion
now and forevermore.
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And you, O tower of the flock,
hill of daughter Zion,
to you it shall come,
the former dominion shall come,
the sovereignty of daughter Jerusalem.
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Now why do you cry aloud?
Is there no king in you?
Has your counselor perished,
that pangs have seized you like a woman in labor?
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Writhe and groan, O daughter Zion,
like a woman in labor;
for now you shall go forth from the city
and camp in the open country;
you shall go to Babylon.
There you shall be rescued,
there the Lord will redeem you
from the hands of your enemies.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 36:5-10
L: Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens,
and your faithfulness to the clouds.
C: Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep;
you save humankind and animals, O Lord.
L: How priceless is your love, O God!
All people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.
C: They feast upon the abundance of your house;
you give them drink from the river of your delights.
L: For with you is the well of life,
and in your light we see light.
C: Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you,
and your favor to those who are true of heart.
SECOND READING - Revelation 21:1-7
John’s vision is a fulfillment of the promise in Isaiah 65: God is making all things new. The “new
Jerusalem” is a vision of community - God’s people will live together in peace and wholeness.
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
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And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
God will dwell with them;
they will be God’s peoples,
and God will be with them;
4
God will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”
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And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the
thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 7Those who
conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands for the reading of the gospel.
GOSPEL READING - Mark 8:1-8
This story is similar to the account in 6:30-44. In light of what happened there, the disciples’ lack
of understanding here is stunning. And yet, again and again, Jesus provides. Food is given not
because someone has understood or earned it, but because it is needed.
In those days when there was again a great crowd without anything to eat, he called his
disciples and said to them, 2 “I have compassion for the crowd, because they have been
with me now for three days and have nothing to eat. 3 If I send them away hungry to
their homes, they will faint on the way—and some of them have come from a great
distance.” 4 His disciples replied, “How can one feed these people with bread here in the
desert?” 5 He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.” 6 Then
he ordered the crowd to sit down on the ground; and he took the seven loaves, and after
giving thanks he broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute; and they
distributed them to the crowd. 7 They had also a few small fish; and after blessing them,
he ordered that these too should be distributed. 8 They ate and were filled; and they took
up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Melissa Woeppel

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways, ELW #772
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.
1. Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep God’s statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do God’s will!
2. Order my footsteps by your word and make my heart sincere;
let sin have no dominion, Lord, but keep my conscience clear.
3. Assist my soul, too apt to stray, a stricter watch to keep;
and should I e'er forget your way, restore your wand'ring sheep.
4. Make me to walk in your commands, 'tis a delightful road;
nor let my head or heart or hands offend against my God.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all of creation. A brief silence.
God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars, authors,
and seminary professors as they seek greater knowledge and invite others into deeper
understanding. Teach us to ask faithful questions and open our minds to new ideas.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting ice caps.
Increase our awareness of changing climate patterns and reveal new approaches to the
ecological challenges we face. Shield those in the path of hurricanes or tropical storms
(especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political grudges
and renew their determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide them in the work of
reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental illness or
mired in addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with dementia. Come quickly to
help all who are grieving and all those who suffer (especially). Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose visual and musical gifts enliven this
assembly (especially). Bless the creative work of poets, hymnwriters, composers,
painters, sculptors, and others that enrich our worship and daily life.Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of resurrection, bring us to new life. Give us the living bread from heaven through
which we abide in your love, and on the last day raise us with all the saints to eternal
life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The assembly is invited to stand.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
If you are joining us online, type a message or share a brief word of peace.

OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together during this time through prayer and financial support.
Your giving ensures that the ministries of this congregation continue now and into the future.
P: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name, and
join the unending refrain of all creation.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
O God most mighty, O God most merciful, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We thank you and praise you for you have satisfied the hunger of your people in every
age: from the beginning you drew up food from the earth and humankind from the soil,
filling our nostrils full of your Breath. You ate the fatted calf with Abraham and Sarah,
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and answered their deep longing for a child; you sustained your chosen people with
manna as you led them toward the promised land; you sent prophets to answer the cry
for bread and for justice; and in the fullness of time, you sent your own Son, Jesus
Christ, the Bread of Heaven;
Who, in the night in which he was handed over, took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory to share with us the great and promised feast.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, And stir in us a hunger for justice and
thirst for compassion. Open wide your hand and satisfy our deep desire— feed us with
the Bread that is you. All honor and glory to you, almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION
P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Eat and be fed. The body and
blood of Christ given and shed for you.
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.
BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace. C: Amen.
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PRAYER
P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray. C: Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)
The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.
BENEDICTION
P: The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN - Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven, ELW #864

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace; you are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” By Johann Ludwig Adam
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Announcements for the week of 8/29/21
1. Please stick around for the Congregational Meeting following worship to vote on
changes to the constitution and for a time of food, fun, and fellowship!
2. God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday Sept. 12 - Sign up on the bulletin boards in the
narthex or talk to Laurie Brown to volunteer! Service projects include:
a. Writing cards and letters to Troops
b. Gathering supplies/making toiletry kits
i. Requested items for donation: Women’s socks, soap, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, body wash, personal care items
c. Requesting donations for TEAM at Dierbergs on 9/19
d. Weeding, Trimming and outdoor work for congregation members
3. Starting Sept. 14th, Tuesday Bible Study will be working through Manna and
Mercy by Daniel Erlander. Books can be picked up on the table outside of the
offices. The morning session will meet at 10am in-person; the evening session
will meet at 7pm via Zoom.
4. Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet Thursday, September 9 at 11:30 at Ferguson Brew,
418 S. Florissant. Make reservations with Judy Holmes at 314-355-1125 or
mickey.holmes@att.net. Everyone is welcome.

Worship Leadership
August 29, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glen Albers and Bill Billeau
Greeter: Sharon Perko-Davis

September 12, 2021 God’s Work Our Hands
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom and Slides: Erle Craig
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Ann Schultz and Cora Wallace
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood

September 5, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Kathy Carr
Zoom and Slides: Laurie/Gary Brown
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Angela Bennett

September 19, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Gary Brown
Zoom and Slides: Elizabeth Carr
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Glenn and Jann Mueller
Greeter: Kathy Endorf
12

