GIVE US THIS BREAD ALWAYS: Week Four
August 22nd, 2021

9:15am - Hybrid Worship

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink his
blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s
confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter. “You have the words of eternal life.”
Our readings recognize the continual presence of God that moves and works throughout and
within humanity. As we are rooted and grounded in faith, we boldly proclaim the mystery of
the gospel; we join God’s work of speaking words of life and living lives of love.
Notes about our worship service: Guidance and extra information is printed in italics
throughout the bulletin. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding minister; “L”
indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate speaking
parts of the whole congregation.
As we ease back into worship in the sanctuary please note the following: Masking is
required. You will drop off your offering and pick up prepackaged communion supplies
and bulletins on your way in. You may choose to sit where you like (no capacity
limitations). Sharing of communion and peace will remain distanced. We will sing only
the last song of the service. Finally, please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask
before giving a handshake or hug.

PRELUDE “Awake My Soul” by Barry Bobb
WELCOME
The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We begin by admitting our sin.
P: Jesus, you spread out your arms to welcome the world.
C: You tell us to feed, nourish, and bear life but we struggle with your command.
P: We find the seed of doubt growing in our hearts:
C: What is our compassion among so much pain?
P: What is our small kindness in a system of injustice?
C: What is one act of reconciliation in a divided society?
P: How can so little food feed so many hungry mouths?
C: We have simply forgotten: when you ask us to feed the world,
you always provide the bread.
P: Even when we have tasted the bread you multiply;
even when we gather your leftovers,
we still find ourselves between your wondrous power and our sinful reality.
We ask for God’s forgiveness
C: When you call for our faith, forgive our unbelief.
As you prepare a banquet, forgive our fears of lack and scarcity.
When you offer us armfuls of food that satisfies, forgive our appetites for excess.
When your gospel challenges us, forgive our irritable complaints.
Forgive us when we act this way because we are hungry
After a time of reflection, we ask for God’s forgiveness.
P: People of God, Jesus knows you are hungry:
for forgiveness, for wholeness, for life.
Jesus has set our table with bread from heaven and a feast to heal body and soul.
You are forgiven.
God leavens you with eternal goodness.
Jesus gives you forgiveness enough to share.
And the Holy Spirit fills your life with the flavor of transformation.
C: God, give us this bread always. Amen.
The assembly is seated.
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OPENING HYMN - Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun, ELW #557
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.
1. Awake, my soul, and with the sun thy daily stage of duty run;
shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise to pay thy morning sacrifice.
2. All praise to thee, who safe hast kept and hast refreshed me while I slept.
Grant, Lord, when I from death shall wake, I may of endless light partake.
3. Lord, I my vows to thee renew. Disperse my sins as morning dew;
guard my first springs of thought and will; and with thyself my spirit fill.
4. Direct, control, suggest, this day, all I design or do or say,
that all my pow'rs, with all their might, in thy sole glory may unite.
5. Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Holy One, sometimes, life feels chaotic and uncertain. It’s hard to make sense of the
things that happen to us. When we don’t know where to find answers, when confusion
sets us spinning, nudge us out of our spiral. Turn us back to you. Speak to us again with
the words of eternal life. Repeat them gently until we understand. In Jesus’ name,
C: Amen.
FIRST READING - Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships and is the
primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By delivering Israel,
God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond.
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God.
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And Joshua said to all the people, 14“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in
sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the
River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.
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15

Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of
the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will
serve the Lord.”
16

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to
serve other gods; 17for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our
sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples
through whom we passed; 18and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our
God.”
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 34:15-22
L: The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,
and God’s ears are open to their cry.
C: The face of the Lord is against those who do evil,
to erase the remembrance of them from the earth.
L: The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them
and delivers them from all their troubles.
C: The Lord is near to the brokenhearted
and saves those whose spirits are crushed.
L: Many are the troubles of the righteous,
but the Lord delivers them from every one.
C: God will keep safe all their bones;
not one of them shall be broken.
L: Evil will bring death to the wicked
and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
C: O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.
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SECOND READING - Ephesians 6:10-20
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on
Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth,
righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the Spirit.
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God,
so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not
against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be
able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand
therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of
righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to
proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you
will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
18

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that
when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery
of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it
boldly, as I must speak.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands for the reading of the gospel.
GOSPEL READING - John 6:56-69
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh
and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about how odd
this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living,
gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?”
[Jesus said,] “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them.
57
Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me
will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that
which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live
forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.
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When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can
accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to
them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending
to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words
that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not
believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who
was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that
no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”
66

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with
him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Melissa Woeppel

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - Eat this Bread, Drink this Cup, ELW #492
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.
Refrain: Eat this bread, drink this cup. Taste and see the goodness of God.
Bread of life, cup of love, we rejoice in your presence.
1. I will bless the Lord at all times, praise with heart and voice;
in my God I glory forever: listen and rejoice! Refrain
2. Look upon the Lord, be radiant, never turn away.
God will save in ev'ry affliction, hear us when we pray. Refrain
3. Angels fold their wings around us, guard through good and ill.
Those who seek the Lord will lack nothing; taste, and have your fill. Refrain
4. Saints of God, bow down and worship, bless the holy name.
Rise to tell God's greatness forever, wondrous deeds proclaim! Refrain
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all of creation. A brief silence.
God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the
gospel of peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring
life-giving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world
you have provided for all your creatures. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give
guidance to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis,
disaster, and war. (We pray especially for…)Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and
feeling abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are
persecuted and exploited and open us to their cries. Be with those who are sick or
suffering (especially…) Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life
such as a new job, new school, or new community. Sustain enduring friendships and
kindle new relationships and interests. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you
thanks for the saints who have gone before us (especially). Renew our confidence in your
promise of resurrection and life in the world to come. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is invited to stand.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
If you are joining us online, type a message or share a brief word of peace.

OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together during this time through prayer and financial support.
Your giving ensures that the ministries of this congregation continue now and into the future.
P: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ,
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name, and join the unending refrain of all creation.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
O God most mighty, O God most merciful, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We thank you and praise you for you have satisfied the hunger of your people in every
age: from the beginning you drew up food from the earth and humankind from the soil,
filling our nostrils full of your Breath. You ate the fatted calf with Abraham and Sarah,
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and answered their deep longing for a child; you sustained your chosen people with
manna as you led them toward the promised land; you sent prophets to answer the cry
for bread and for justice; and in the fullness of time, you sent your own Son, Jesus
Christ, the Bread of Heaven;
Who, in the night in which he was handed over, took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory to share with us the great and promised feast.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, And stir in us a hunger for justice and
thirst for compassion. Open wide your hand and satisfy our deep desire— feed us with
the Bread that is you. All honor and glory to you, almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Eat and be fed. The body and
blood of Christ given and shed for you.
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.
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BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
P: God of fresh starts and new beginnings,
C: we bring ourselves, our big feelings, and our backpacks to you.
P: God, our friend who comforts us and holds us close
C: Be with us as we carry blank pages and hopeful expectations.
P: There are endless possibilities of what this new year might bring—
C: of what we might learn, who we might meet, and who we might become.
P: God, our friend who is always with us, bless this journey into something new.
C: Wherever we go and whatever we wear, be with us through it all.
P: Thank you for our teachers, helpers, caregivers, and leaders,
C: for all they do to help us learn and grow. Thanks be to God!
The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.
BENEDICTION
P: Go out into the beautiful world that God has made!
Go and play; Go and learn; Go and love others!
The blessing of God,who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever. C: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN - Blessed Assurance, ELW #638

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace; you are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “In You is Gladness”

by Charles Ore
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Announcements for the week of 8/22/21
1. Extra blessing buttons are available on a table in the narthex as you exit today.
2. The final discussion of The Broken Heart of America by Walter Johnson takes place
on 8/25 at 7pm via Zoom. (See the announcement email for the Zoom link.)
3. Stick around after worship on the 29th for the Congregational Meeting to vote on
changes to the constitution and for a time of food, fun, and fellowship!
4. God’s Work, Our Hands - Sept. 12th service projects:
a. Writing cards and letters to Troops
b. Gathering supplies/making toiletry kits
i. Requested items for donation: Women’s socks, soap, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, body wash, personal care items
c. Requesting donations for TEAM at Dierbergs
d. Weeding, Trimming and outdoor work for congregation members
Sign up on the bulletin boards in the narthex or talk to Laurie Brown to volunteer!

Worship Leadership
August 22, 2021 - Blessing of the Backpacks
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Terry Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Marilyn Wiley
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Jim and Doris Stoehner
Greeter: Kathy Endorf

September 5, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Laurie/Gary Brown
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Angela Bennett

August 29, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Kathy Carr
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glen Albers and Bill Billeau
Greeter: Sharon Perko-Davis

September 12, 2021 God’s Work Our Hands
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom and Slides: Erle Craig
Musician:
Ushers: Ann Schultz and Cora Wallace
Greeter: Jeanne Calderwood
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