GIVE US THIS BREAD ALWAYS: Week Three
August 15th, 2021

9:15am - Hybrid Worship

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and whoever eats this
bread has eternal life now and will be raised on the last day. In Ephesians Paul tells us what
this life Jesus gives us looks like, this life we live as those marked with the seal of the Holy
Spirit in baptism. We live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. As we accept
the invitation to become “imitators of God,” we are provided with what we need. Through the
“bread of life” we are nourished, sustained, and prepared for service as the body of Christ.
Notes about our worship service: Guidance and extra information is printed in italics
throughout the bulletin. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding minister; “L”
indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate speaking
parts of the whole congregation.
As we ease back into worship in the sanctuary please note the following: Masking is
required. You will drop off your offering and pick up prepackaged communion supplies
and bulletins on your way in. You may choose to sit where you like (no capacity
limitations). Sharing of communion and peace will remain distanced. We will sing only
the last song of the service. Finally, please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask
before giving a handshake or hug.

PRELUDE

“God of Tempest” by Ralph C. Schultz

WELCOME
The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We begin by admitting our sin.
P: Jesus, you spread out your arms to welcome the world.
C: You tell us to feed, nourish, and bear life but we struggle with your command.
P: We find the seed of doubt growing in our hearts:
C: What is our compassion among so much pain?
P: What is our small kindness in a system of injustice?
C: What is one act of reconciliation in a divided society?
P: How can so little food feed so many hungry mouths?
C: We have simply forgotten: when you ask us to feed the world,
you always provide the bread.
P: Even when we have tasted the bread you multiply;
even when we gather your leftovers,
we still find ourselves between your wondrous power and our sinful reality.
After a time of reflection, we ask for God’s forgiveness.
C: When you call for our faith, forgive our unbelief.
As you prepare a banquet, forgive our fears of lack and scarcity.
When you offer us armfuls of food that satisfies, forgive our appetites for excess.
When your gospel challenges us, forgive our irritable complaints.
Forgive us when we act this way because we are hungry
We receive God’s immediate forgiveness.
P: People of God, Jesus knows you are hungry:
for forgiveness, for wholeness, for life.
Jesus has set our table with bread from heaven and a feast to heal body and soul.
You are forgiven.
God leavens you with eternal goodness.
Jesus gives you forgiveness enough to share.
And the Holy Spirit fills your life with the flavor of transformation.
C: God, give us this bread always. Amen.
The assembly is seated.
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OPENING HYMN - God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind, ELW #400
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.
1. God of tempest, God of whirlwind, as on Pentecost descend!
Drive us out from sheltered comfort; past these walls your people send!
Sweep us into costly service, there with Christ to bear the cross,
there with Christ to bear the cross!
2. God of blazing, God of burning, all that blocks your purpose, purge!
Through your church, Christ's living Body, let your flaming Spirit surge!
Where deceit conceals injustice, kindle us to speak your truth,
kindle us to speak your truth!
3. God of earthquake, God of thunder, shake us loose from lethargy!
Break the chains of sin asunder, for earth's healing set us free!
Crumble walls that still divide us; make us one in Christ our Lord,
make us one in Christ our Lord!
4. God of passion, God unsleeping, stir in us love's restlessness!
Where the people cry in anguish, may we share your heart's distress.
Rouse us from content with evil; claim us for your kingdom's work,
claim us for your kingdom's work!

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: God of daily bread and living bread, we are hungry! We’re hungry to feast on what
we’ve only tasted: Perfect justice. Perfect mercy. Eternal and abundant life. Satisfy our
hunger, Bread of Life, and sharpen our appetite for the things which you desire. Fill this
world with your life. In Jesus’ name we pray.
C: Amen.
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FIRST READING - 1 Kings 19:4-8
First Kings chapter 18 describes the contest between Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The contest
proves that the Lord is God, and afterward Elijah orders the killing of the Baal prophets. Angered
by the deaths of her prophets, Queen Jezebel threatens to kill Elijah. This reading finds Elijah
fleeing, fatigued, and in utter despair.
[Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a
solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away
my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.”5Then he lay down under the broom tree
and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” 6He
looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate
and drank, and lay down again. 7The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched
him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” 8He
got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty
nights to Horeb the mount of God.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 34:1-8
L: I will bless the Lord at all times;
the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.
C: I will glory in the Lord;
let the lowly hear and rejoice.
L: Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;
let us exalt God’s name together.
C: I sought the Lord, who answered me
and delivered me from all my terrors.
L: Look upon the Lord and be radiant,
and let not your faces be ashamed.
C: I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me
and saved me from all my troubles.
L: The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord
and delivers them.
C: Taste and see that the Lord is good;
happy are they who take refuge in God!
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SECOND READING - Ephesians 4:25--5:2
Christians are called to be imitators of God. This does not mean Christians are perfect. Rather,
the Spirit is at work in our lives so that our actions and attitudes genuinely reflect the love and
forgiveness we have received through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection.
So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we
are members of one another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on
your anger, 27and do not make room for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing;
rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something
to share with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who
hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a
seal for the day of redemption. 31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger
and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32and be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 5:1Therefore be
imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands for the reading of the gospel.
GOSPEL READING - John 6:35, 41-51
After feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus teaches them regarding the
true significance of this remarkable sign.
Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 41Then the [Judaens] began to
complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.”
42
They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we
know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them,
“Do not complain among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless drawn by the
Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. 45It is written in the
prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned
from the Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who
is from God; he has seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal
life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they
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died. 50This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not
die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread
will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Melissa Woeppel

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness, ELW #488
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.
1. Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,
come into the daylight's splendor, there with joy your praises render.
Bless the one whose grace unbounded this amazing banquet founded;
Christ, though heav'nly, high, and holy, deigns to dwell with you most lowly.
2. Hasten as a bride to meet him, eagerly and gladly greet him.
There he stands already knocking; quickly, now, your gate unlocking,
open wide the fast-closed portal, saying to the Lord immortal:
"Come, and leave your loved one never; dwell within my heart forever."
3. Now in faith I humbly ponder over this surpassing wonder
that the bread of life is boundless though the souls it feeds are countless;
with the choicest wine of heaven Christ's own blood to us is given.
Oh, most glorious consolation, pledge and seal of my salvation.
4. Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, truest friend, and dearest treasure,
peace beyond all understanding, joy into all life expanding:
humbly now, I bow before you, love incarnate, I adore you;
worthily let me receive you, and, so favored, never leave you.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all of creation. A brief silence.
For the church of Christ in all its diverse forms, we pray. For mission developers, new
mission starts, and all communities of faith exploring new models of ministry for the
sake of the gospel. For congregations facing difficult decisions about their future. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
For the health and well-being of creation, we pray. For shade trees that provide refuge
from the hot summer sun. For lakes, rivers, and oceans contaminated by pollution and
all who lack clean water. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
For those called to positions of authority in our legal system, we pray. For judges,
lawyers, law clerks, and court employees who ensure the fair administration of justice.
For corrections officers and prison chaplains, that they would deal mercifully with those
who are incarcerated. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
For all who cry out to you in their affliction, we pray. For exiles, refugees, and others
who face long and difficult journeys, uncertain about the future. For all who mourn the
death of a loved one. For all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
For this assembly gathered and sent in various ways, we pray. For those among us who
harvest, gather, and distribute food. For those who cook and bake, that all who are
hungry may be fed. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
For those who have been raised to eternal life, we give thanks. With (names, and) all the
saints we praise you for the bread of life that keeps us in your love forever. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The assembly is invited to stand.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
If you are joining us online, type a message or share a brief word of peace.

OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together during this time through prayer and financial support.
Your giving ensures that the ministries of this congregation continue now and into the future.
P: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ,
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name, and join the unending refrain of all creation.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
O God most mighty, O God most merciful, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We thank you and praise you for you have satisfied the hunger of your people in every
age: from the beginning you drew up food from the earth and humankind from the soil,
filling our nostrils full of your Breath. You ate the fatted calf with Abraham and Sarah,
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and answered their deep longing for a child; you sustained your chosen people with
manna as you led them toward the promised land; you sent prophets to answer the cry
for bread and for justice; and in the fullness of time, you sent your own Son, Jesus
Christ, the Bread of Heaven;
Who, in the night in which he was handed over, took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory to share with us the great and promised feast.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, And stir in us a hunger for justice and
thirst for compassion. Open wide your hand and satisfy our deep desire— feed us with
the Bread that is you. All honor and glory to you, almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Eat and be fed. The body and
blood of Christ given and shed for you.
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.
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BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)

The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.
BENEDICTION
P: The blessing of God who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
C: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN - Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises, ELW #535

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace; you are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“God of Tempest”

by Theodore Beck
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Announcements for the week of 8/15/21
1. Tuesday Bible Study is exploring women in the bible.
Join us via Zoom at 9am and 7pm.
2. Next Sunday (8/22) - Blessing of the Backpacks
3. A congregational meeting and time of fellowship following worship on August
29th. Official notices will be coming to your mail boxes soon.
4. God’s Work, Our Hands - Sept. 12th. Sign up for a project on the bulletin board
in the narthex or call Laurie Brown at 314-210-0242 to volunteer. Projects include:
a. Writing cards and letters to Troops
b. Gathering supplies/making toiletry kit for vets experiencing homelessness
i. Requested items for donation: Women’s socks, soap, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, body wash, personal care items
c. Requesting donations for Team at Dierbergs or Schnucks
d. Weeding, Trimming and outdoor work for congregation members

Worship Leadership
August 15, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Sharon Perko Davis
Zoom and Slides: Bryan Miles
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Dave Endorf and Randy
Henning
Greeter: Jann Mueller

August 29, 2021 Meeting and Fellowship
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Kathy Carr
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glen Albers and Bill Billeau
Greeter: Sharon Perko-Davis

August 22, 2021 - Blessing of the Backpacks
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Terry Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Marilyn Wiley
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Jim and Doris Stoehner
Greeter: Rod Wallace

September 5, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Laurie/Gary Brown
Musician:
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Angela Bennett
12

