GIVE US THIS BREAD ALWAYS: Week Two
August 8th, 2021

9:15am - Hybrid Worship

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding, some who were there press him for a sign of his
power; perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people want a
sign, Jesus offers himself. He is the bread that gives life to the world. He calls us to come to him
and trust him: that through this relationship we may come to know the one who sent him. Our
texts point to the variety of ways we experience the provision of God. From the simple miracle
of nourishment to our bodies, to the spiritual gifts and capacities that enable our collective life,
to the grace that holds and sustains us, and the incarnation of Divinity in our midst.
Notes about our worship service: Guidance and extra information is printed in italics
throughout the bulletin. “P” indicates the speaking part of the presiding minister; “L”
indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and parts in boldface indicate speaking
parts of the whole congregation.
As we ease back into worship in the sanctuary please note the following: Masking is
required. You will drop off your offering and pick up prepackaged communion supplies
and bulletins on your way in. You may choose to sit where you like (no capacity
limitations). Sharing of communion and peace will remain distanced. We will sing only
the last song of the service. Finally, please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask
before giving a handshake or hug.

PRELUDE - O That I Had a Thousand Voices, Michael Burkhardt
WELCOME
The assembly is invited to stand as worship begins.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We begin by admitting our sin.
P: Jesus, you spread out your arms to welcome the world.
C: You tell us to feed, nourish, and bear life but we struggle with your command.
P: We find the seed of doubt growing in our hearts:
C: What is our compassion among so much pain?
P: What is our small kindness in a system of injustice?
C: What is one act of reconciliation in a divided society?
P: How can so little food feed so many hungry mouths?
C: We have simply forgotten: when you ask us to feed the world,
you always provide the bread.
P: Even when we have tasted the bread you multiply;
even when we gather your leftovers,
we still find ourselves between your wondrous power and our sinful reality.
After a time of reflection, we ask for God’s forgiveness
C: When you call for our faith, forgive our unbelief.
As you prepare a banquet, forgive our fears of lack and scarcity.
When you offer us armfuls of food that satisfies, forgive our appetites for excess.
When your gospel challenges us, forgive our irritable complaints.
Forgive us when we act this way because we are hungry.
We receive God’s immediate forgiveness
P: People of God, Jesus knows you are hungry:
for forgiveness, for wholeness, for life.
Jesus has set our table with bread from heaven and a feast to heal body and soul.
You are forgiven.
God leavens you with eternal goodness.
Jesus gives you forgiveness enough to share.
And the Holy Spirit fills your life with the flavor of transformation.
C: God, give us this bread always. Amen.
The assembly is seated.
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OPENING HYMN - You Satisfy the Hungry Heart, ELW #484
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.
Refrain: You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord, the bread of life to eat.
1. As when the shepherd calls his sheep, they know and heed his voice;
so when you call your fam'ly, Lord, we follow and rejoice. Refrain
2. With joyful lips we sing to you our praise and gratitude
that you should count us worthy, Lord, to share this heav'nly food. Refrain
3. Is not the cup we bless and share the blood of Christ outpoured?
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare our oneness in the Lord? Refrain
4. The myst'ry of your presence, Lord, no mortal tongue can tell:
whom all the world cannot contain comes in our hearts to dwell. Refrain
5. You give yourself to us, O Lord; then selfless let us be,
to serve each other in your name in truth and charity. Refrain

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Bread of Life, you have fed us before. Somehow we are still hungry. You will feed us
today. Tomorrow we will hunger again. Feed us every time we hunger. Even before we
know we are hungry–even before we understand what satisfies– you have set the table.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
C: Amen.
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FIRST READING - Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15
A food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in the wilderness. The hungry people forget
God’s saving work in the exodus, and they wish for the food they had in Egypt. Nevertheless,
God miraculously meets their needs, with manna for bread and quail for meat.
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in
the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have
brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
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Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and
each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test
them, whether they will follow my instruction or not.”
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Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw
near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” 10And as Aaron spoke to the
whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory
of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard
the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your
God.’ ”
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In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was
a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of
the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the
Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it
was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.”
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 78:23-29
L: So God commanded the clouds above
and opened the doors of heaven,
C: raining down manna upon them to eat
and giving them grain from heaven.
L: So mortals ate the bread of angels;
God provided for them food enough.
C: The Lord caused the east wind to blow in the heavens
and powerfully led out the south wind,
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L: raining down flesh upon them like dust
and flying birds like the sand of the seas,
C: letting them fall in the midst of the camp
and round about the dwellings.
L: So the people ate and were well filled,
for God gave them what they craved.

SECOND READING - Ephesians 4:1-16
Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one
Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various
forms of ministry whose goal is equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one body.
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your
calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all
and through all and in all.
7

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is
said,
“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;
he gave gifts to his people.”
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(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into
the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far
above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some
would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of
us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to
the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and
fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness
in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way
into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit
together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly,
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.
L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands for the reading of the gospel.
GOSPEL READING - John 6:24-35
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him throughout
the countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest.
When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they
themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.
25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when
did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for
me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not
work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the
Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God has set God’s seal.” 28Then they said
to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This
is the work of God, that you believe in him whom God has sent.” 30So they said to him,
“What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What
work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, ‘God gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very
truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is God
who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes
down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this
bread always.”
35

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Melissa Woeppel
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MUSIC FOR REFLECTION - Break Now the Bread of Life, ELW #515
You are invited to listen to the hymn tune and reflect on the lyrics below.
1. Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me,
as once you broke the loaves beside the sea.
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;
my spirit waits for you, O living Word.
2. Bless your own word of truth, dear Lord, to me,
as when you blessed the bread by Galilee.
Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall;
and I shall find my peace, my All-in-All!
3. You are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me,
your holy word the truth that rescues me.
Give me to eat and live with you above;
teach me to love your truth, for you are love.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all of creation. A brief silence.
You call your church to be the body of Christ. Awaken all the baptized to the gifts you
provide for carrying out the work of ministry. As we celebrate the beautiful diversity of
your church, knit us together in the unity of faith. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You command the clouds above and cause the wind to blow in the heavens. Watch over
deserts and wilderness places. Regenerate rainforests, defend species at risk of
extinction, and strengthen those who work for environmental justice, especially United
Congregations of Metro-East and Metropolitan Congregations United. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You summon leaders to respond to the needs of your people. Instill those who govern
with patience when confronted with grievances and perseverance in seeking what
promotes the well-being of the community. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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You draw near to those who cry out for help. Feed those who are hungry, reassure those
who are despairing, and accompany those who are imprisoned. Rain down the true
bread from heaven that gives life to the world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You receive all who come seeking a sign of grace. Make this congregation a place of
hospitality for those accustomed to rejection. To those who have felt excluded here or
elsewhere, prepare us to welcome them in the name of Christ. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You provide food that endures for eternal life. Sustain us each day with the bread of life
until we are gathered with (names and) all the saints and feast together at your heavenly
banquet. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is invited to stand.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
If you are joining us online, type a message or share a brief word of peace.

OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together during this time through prayer and financial support.
Your giving ensures that the ministries of this congregation continue now and into the future.
P: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
C: Amen.
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COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ,
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name, and join the unending refrain of all creation.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
O God most mighty, O God most merciful, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We thank you and praise you for you have satisfied the hunger of your people in every
age: from the beginning you drew up food from the earth and humankind from the soil,
filling our nostrils full of your Breath. You ate the fatted calf with Abraham and Sarah,
and answered their deep longing for a child; you sustained your chosen people with
manna as you led them toward the promised land; you sent prophets to answer the cry
for bread and for justice; and in the fullness of time, you sent your own Son, Jesus
Christ, the Bread of Heaven;
Who, in the night in which he was handed over, took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory to share with us the great and promised feast.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, And stir in us a hunger for justice and
thirst for compassion. Open wide your hand and satisfy our deep desire— feed us with
the Bread that is you. All honor and glory to you, almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Eat and be fed. The body and
blood of Christ given and shed for you.
C: Amen.
The assembly is seated. Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.

BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER
P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)
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The assembly is invited to stand for the end of the service.
BENEDICTION
P: The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
C: Amen

SENDING HYMN - Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ, ELW #674

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace; you are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE - Prelude in F Major, J.S. Bach
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Announcements for the week of 8/8/21
1. Council Meeting 8/9 @ 7pm via Zoom
2. In the month of August, the Tuesday Bible Study will be encountering some of
the women in our story of our faith. Join us via Zoom at 9am and 7pm.
3. Monthly ladies luncheon outing: Cannoli’s Restaurant on Thursday, August 12
at 11:30 AM. Phone or email Judy Holmes to RSVP (314-355-1125 or
mickey.holmes@att.net).
4. Save the Date - Blessing of the Backpacks August 22nd.
5. Reminder - Congregational Meeting and Fellowship following worship on
August 29th.

Worship Leadership
August 8, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Gary Brown
Zoom and Slides: Elizabeth Carr
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glenn and Jann Mueller
Greeter: David Sebastian

August 22, 2021 - Blessing of the Backpacks
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Terry Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Marilyn Wiley
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Jim and Doris Stoehner
Greeter: Rod Wallace

August 15, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Sharon Perko Davis
Zoom and Slides: Bryan Miles
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Dave Endorf and Randy
Henning
Greeter: Jann Mueller

August 29, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Kathy Carr
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glen Albers and Bill Billeau
Greeter: Sharon Perko-Davis
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