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Doing a New Thing
In the February 2020 Communicator, I shared a passage from Isaiah and reflected on the

new things God was doing in our midst:“Do not remember the former things, or consider
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive
it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19a). 

Little did I know that a few weeks later, life as we knew it was going to take a dramatic

change! These last 15 months have been about learning new things and taking bold risks,

whether we wanted to or not. I suspect that the next 15 months won't be that much

different. 

As we come closer to some idea of a post-pandemic life, we do not return to what was. We

cannot go back to the former things. We are not able to undo the learning and growth that

came out of facing the challenges of the last year. 

Rather than wax nostalgic, the passage from Isaiah encourages the people not to lose heart.

Tapping into imagination and creativity, the prophet anticipates God’s coming redemption

and salvation. Something new is happening and there are signs of God’s promise all around. 

The months and years to come will be full of signs of God’s promises and new life. Will we

choose to lean into our worry and fear? Or, will we embrace these radical moments of

change to boldly and creatively live into God's future? Trusting in God, our creator, redeemer,

and sustainer, may we be open to the new things God is doing for us, with us, and among

us. May we bear witness to the newness of life God wills for all of us and all creation. 
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SEE

A diverse group of people

Multi-generational engagement

People taking bold risks

HEAR

The wider community stating the people of

LCLC demonstrate care and compassion 

People say, “I can be myself in this church

community”

Difficult conversations move us in new

directions

FEEL

A sense of belonging

Hopeful instead of fearful

Excited to make a difference in other

people’s life

A sub-committee of council is drafting a purpose

statement for our church. The sub-committee

group (Pastor Melissa, Laurie Brown, Randy

Henning, Cathie Lehr, Jeanne Calderwood) have

already met twice to begin the process of creating

a purpose statement.

You might ask – “why do we need a purpose

statement?” When you Google the definition of

purpose you find the following descriptions – the

reason why something is done; the aim or

intention of something; the feeling of being

determined to do or achieve something. All these

descriptions are important reasons to embrace a

purpose statement.

To begin this work, the sub-committee engaged in

a purpose/visioning activity. We shared our

thoughts about what LCLC might look like in the

next five years as we live out our purpose. We used

our senses to describe our church community by

noting what we would see, hear and feel:

If you would like to share your ideas about a

purpose statement, please reach out to a sub-

committee member. We plan to have a draft of

the purpose statement for the council to review by

the end of July.

LCLC Purpose Statement Creation
b y  L a u r i e  B r o w n
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Inside this issue:

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 :15AM (in-person and Zoom)

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
9 :00am & 7 :00pm (Zoom only)

Weekly Gatherings
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August Announcements and
Articles Due July 24



There has been much we have missed over

the past year...family celebrations and

church holidays of all kinds. To make up for

lost time and to have some fun this

summer, we will be celebrating Christmas

in July in worship on July 25th. We will

enjoy special musical offerings. Dressing up

is encouraged!! There just might be some

other surprises waiting for you too...
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Join us after worship on August
29th for a congregational

meeting to vote on proposed

constitution revisions. Following

the meeting we will share a time

of food and fellowship. More

details TBA. 

Congregational
Meeting

& Fellowship



FROM THE PRESIDENT
by Randy Henning                                            July 2021

As I sit here writing this article one day before

we open up the church again, I am

contemplating what our future looks like in

terms of what has happened over the last

almost 2 years.  Life will never be like the

environment we had before the pandemic hit. 

 I think we will experience a new “normal”, with

additional challenges that we may not have

had before.  I remember life before Covid.  Now

I look at what has transpired and I realize how

much we took for granted back then.  But God

put this obstacle before us to re-invigorate us

to the conditions in the world and maybe to

make us pay a little more attention to the real

issues and problems of today and how to work

toward solutions.  And to make us focus on the

work we have to do in service to Him.  Every

one of us is his disciple.  We all have a

responsibility to serve and do what we can to

spread the Word and bring his spirit to

whoever we can.  Everything we do should be

inspired by that direction and not just to be

doing something for the sake of doing

something.  Our CVT team has been working

diligently to come up with events and

programs to do just that.  But, they can’t do it

alone.  We need everyone to pitch in and help

and that means finding leaders to head some

of these things.  It is great to participate and

Living Christ has never suffered from folks

willing to help.  However, finding folks to lead

things has always been hard and usually we

have had to rely on the same people all the

time.  We have a lot of work to do and we need

that leadership to succeed.  So commit to

yourselves that you will jump in and take a

leading role in one or more of these CVT

projects.  People and our community need us

more today than ever.  Commit to helping

bring people together and eliminating the

violence and prejudice that exists in the world

today.  Let’s do our part in a big way.  Support

CVT and do as God has directed us.  Praise God

and follow his precepts.   

 

    May 2021 Treasurer’s Report
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total YTD Income          $63,258

Total YTD Expenses       $65,510

Total YTD Difference      -$2,252

Actual Income of $63,258 thru May is $2,252 less    

 than actual expenses of $65,510.  Heading into

summer we all need to try to do our part in

supporting the financial needs of our       

 congregation.

2021 General Funds paid to missions are as follows

Central States Synod   $3,400

Local Missions               $3,000

If you have any questions, please feel free to call     

 or email me. Thanks.

Dave Endorf, Treasurer

dave.endorf@gmail.com 314-867-2289
 

 

 

From the Treasurer
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A congregational meeting to vote on the constitutional

revisions is scheduled for August 29th

Along with resuming worship in the sanctuary, outside groups

will be allowed to resume meeting in the building.

Please consider how you might help with worship, especially

with tech support and ZOOM.

Donations to supplement the Family Assistance Fund can be

received at any time.

Council Bullets

.

Nurse's Note - July Fun Facts
B Y  B I L L  K A E P P E L  [ F R O M  S R  M A R Y  M I C H A E L . . . ( C O N ’ T ) ]
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If you sit for more than 11 hours a day, there’s a 50% chance you’ll die within the

next 3 years. There are at least 6 people I the world who look like your twin. 

 There’s a 9% chance that you’ll meet one of them in your lifetime.

A person’s height is determined by their father, and weight by their mother.

If a part of your body “falls asleep”, you can “wake it up” by shaking your head.

Right-handed people tend to chew food on the right side of their mouth. 

Putting dry tea bags in gym bags or smelly shoes will absorb the odor.

Albert Einstein thought that if honey bees disappeared, humans would be dead

in 4 yrs. You can survive without eating for weeks, but you will only live 11 days

without sleeping. People who laugh a lot are healthier than those who don’t

There are so many kinds of apples, that if you ate a new one every day, it would

take over 20 years to try them all.

A human brain has the capacity to store 5 times as much information as

Wikipedia. Our brain uses the same amount of power as a 10-watt light bulb.

Our body gives enough heat in 30 minutes to boil 1.5 quarts of water.

Of human cells, the Ovum egg is the largest and the sperm is the smallest.

Stomach acid (concentrated HCl) is strong enough to dissolve razor blades.

SMILE.  It is the ultimate antidepressant.

Note: Don’t know where all this came from or how accurate it may be, but it’s
sure interesting.
SMILE!  LAUGH!  DO SOMETHING ENJOYABLE EVERY DAY!  SHARE A KINDNESS!  

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF (at a social distance)



July 21st - Ch. 5-Ch.8

August 25th - Ch. 9-Epilogue

Summer Book
Discussion

This summer we will read and discuss

The Broken Heart of America: St. Louis
and the Violent History of the United
States by Walter Johnson. We will slow

down and read this book in sections.

Discussions are scheduled as follows:

All discussions will take place via Zoom

at 7pm. If you need help getting the

book talk to Pr. Melissa. 

A zoom link will be included in weekly

announcement emails and can also be

found on the calendar on our website.

Meeting ID: 859 5634 9969

Passcode: 485905

Tuesday Bible Study
We will pick back up on 7/13 and spend

Tuesdays in July talking about our

questions of faith. We will be guided by

what the group brings. So come with

your questions and be ready to wonder

and wrestle together.

In August, we will do a series on Women

in the Bible.  Join us at 9am or 7pm via

Zoom.

REQUEST FOR EGG CARTONS
It would be greatly appreciated if you

save egg cartons. Our granddaughter has

a lot of productive chickens. If you could

bring to church, fine;  or we will pick up

(call 314-378-6308).    THANKS!!

Nancy & Bill Kaeppel

Tuesdays - Cynthia @ 9am

Wednesdays - Pastor Melissa @ 2pm

Thursdays - Cynthia @ 9am;

       cleaning crew @ 9am

Summer Office Hours
As we resume activities in the building,

here is when you can expect someone

to be around throughout the summer:

If you need something and these times

don't work for you, please contact

Cynthia in the church office and

arrange an appointment.
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Intersectionality with Dr. Linda Thomas,

Saturday, 7/17, 9-10:30 a.m. via zoom.

Cost: $15  

Lutheran Confessions with Dr. Chris

Repp, Saturdays, 9/18, 10/2, 10/16, 10/30,

11/20, 12/4, 9am-12pm via Zoom. Cost: $75

to audit, $150 to meet PMA or SAM

requirements. Register by Aug. 25th. 

Womanist Biblical Interpretation with

Dr. Wil Gafney, Wednesdays, 9/22, 9/29,

and 10/6, 7-8:30pm via Zoom. Cost: $70. 

Faith in Public Life with Dr. Linda

Thomas, Saturdays, 10/23, 11/6 and 11/13, 

 9-10:30am via Zoom. Cost: $30. 

Gospel of Luke Instructor and dates

TBA. Details (when available) at

https://lststl.org. 

Many LST classes in 2021 are uniquely

designed to foster a deeper understanding

of what it means to be the Public Church. A

preview of upcoming classes is below:
As a thank you for your support and

a welcome to summer, join LuMin

STL for...Burgers and Smores
Wednesday 7/14 and 8/25 5-8pm
LuMin Campus House, 7019 Forsyth

Blvd, St. Louis, MO 63105

Come for food and fellowship, visit

the campus house, and enjoy a

great summer night. 

Passed 5 Resolutions
Embracing the Earth Charter

Racial Justice

Child Protection

Recognizing Epiphany as a

Season of Global Awareness

Thanksgiving for Ministry 

Elected Voting Members to the
2022 Churchwide Assembly 

Pastor Melissa will be one of

them!

Adopted amendments to the
synod constitution, including
inclusive language for gender

representation at future voting

assemblies

Synod Assembly Update

And more! For a full report, visit 

www.css-elca.org/assembly

News from around the Synod and ELCA
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God's Work Our Hands Sunday 

Sept. 12, details TBA

LuMin STL Trivia Night 
Saturday, Sept. 18th, 6:30pm, 

Bethel Lutheran Church

https://css-elca.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=050c5abb7810e68eee62d5d55&id=284af6be73&e=13fb3048db


Habitat Happenings
B Y  B O B  F A Y M A N
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Dear Living Christ Family,

You are such a blessing.  Your

gift of $18,000.00 on May 25,

2021 to Feed My Starving

Children through the

Atonement Lutheran Mobile

Pack (2107-027SC Florissant,

MO) is sending 75,000

MannaPack meals around the

world who need it most.  Hope

is greater because of you.  Every

gift matters to a hungry child. 

 You're saving lives.  You're

providing hope.  It's an honor to

care for these precious children

alongside you.

"...and they will do even
greater things than these" -
John 14:12
May God bless you,

Mark Crea

Executive Director/CEO

From the Synod Treasurer:

 

Mission support from

congregations increased

in 2020 and the response

to the annual appeal was

the largest we had ever

seen. I am always grateful

for the support that we

receive from our

congregations but this

year that gratitude is

mixed with surprised,

administration, and an

affirmed spirit of

partnership.

 

 Thank you!  

 Scott Schulte

REHABS = We have added a second house on Oregon Avenue, directly

across the street from our first house. Next time you are here, stop and look

at the pictures on the Habitat Board located in the Great Room.

THE GATE = Interior work, including flooring and trimming continue.

Exterior, siding of the second story uses hydraulic lifts and work is for Staff

Only. Updated pictures are posted on all 5 houses.

LA SAISON = Houses 3, 4, and 5 continue with finish work inside and out.

These 3 will be heading for completion in the next few weeks.

WAREHOUSE = Workload is increasing steadily. Finish work for stairs has

gone out to 3 and 4 at LaSaison.

RE STORES = Both since are open for donations and sales. Truck pick up is

back.

 

Questions = Contact Bob Fayman (314) 707-7550

The clothing GiveAway for

the Homeless was held in

the parking lot of Antioch

Baptist Church on Saturday,

June 12. While Janis

reported fewer Homeless,

than anticipated, a lot of

clothes were given away. As

a matter of fact ALL of the

clothes from Living Christ

were taken.  Janis sends her

thanks and blessings, over

and over.  The women's

clothes were picked up as

fast as they would be put on

the tables.

Another effort by our

Congregation to provide

support to those in need. 

 Thanks to all who helped

donate.� Peace



Celebrate! 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, and more

July Birthdays
 Jeanne CALDERWOOD     3

 Beverly ALBERS                  6

 Jasmine YOUNG                12

 Raymond BEINS                17

 Shirley LAKE                       17

 Sierra BROCK                     19

 David OTT                           22

 Donna CLIFFORD              22

 Eric DAY                             25

 Dolores CHAPPELL           26

 Randy HENNING               26

 Patty  ZIMMERMAN          26

 Sydney BEINS                    27

 Gary SCHULTZ                   28

 Joyce WOLF                        29

 Betty  CLIFFORD                30
 

 Vern and Gloria Broderick         5th  52yrs

 Doyle and Marilyn Perry             8th 60yrs

 Paul and Shirley Beins              18th 62yrs

 Dave and Trudy Learman         19th  64yrs

 Glenn and Jann Mueller           20th 20yrs

 Dennis and Dolores Chappell  31st  45yrs

Baptismal Anniversaries 
 

Wedding Anniversaries   
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7 14

7 11

7 28

Corbin Day

 Elizabeth Carr

 Randy Henning

This month, we give

thanks for the ministry

of Paul Beins as we

celebrate his 60 years

of ordination. 

Cards and well wishes

can be sent to Paul at

9711 Perch Dr, 

St. Louis, MO 63136



July 4, 2021 
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Sharon Perko Davis
Zoom and Slides: Bryan Miles
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Dave Endorf and Randy Henning
Greeter: Laurie Brown
 
July 11, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Terry Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Marilyn Wiley
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Jim and Doris Stoehner
Greeter: Dave Endorf

July 18, 2021 
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Kathy Carr
Zoom and Slides: Rod Wallace
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Glenn Albers and Bill Billeau
Greeter: Marilyn Wiley

July 25, 2021 
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa 
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom and Slides: Laurie/Gary Brown
Musician: David Eggers
Ushers: Cathie Lehr and Marilyn Wiley
Greeter: Mark Beins

July Worship Assistants
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***If you are unable to serve on your assigned date, 
please swap with someone or find a replacement***
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Zoom links for events can be found on our website: 
www.lc-livingchrist.org/calendar 
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