
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 6th, 2021

9:15am - Zoom and outdoor (weather permitting)
Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

The lectionary texts this week are filled with critical moments and tough choices. It’s one thing to
say to ourselves that our loyalty belongs to God, but it’s another thing altogether to make

decisions about living that out when it comes to family conflict over beliefs, the best ways to
structure society, facing threats of power, or simply navigating our basic humanity. Sustained
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we navigate these challenges with a mind of unity and love.

CALL TO WORSHIP
P: The One who birthed all life into being created us for relationship:
C: with each other; with land and all creatures; with Spirit, present all around us.

L: The One who rights all wrongs and lifts up the suffering
C: reveals the evils that threaten our connections and ushers us toward redemption.

P: The One who makes healing possible
L: Calls us home to our purpose and potential.
C: Come let us worship Holy God.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
C: Amen.
P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God, our provider,
C: help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

P: Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
C: Amen.



OPENING HYMN - Lead Me, Guide Me, ELW #768
Refrain: Lead me, guide me, along the way;

for if you lead me, I cannot stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with thee.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

Vs. 1 - I am Weak and I need thy strength and pow’r
To help me over my weakest hour.
Help me through the darkness they face to see
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

Refrain

Vs. 2 - Help me tread in the paths of righteousness
Be my aid when Satan and Sin oppress
I am putting all my trust in thee
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

Refrain

Vs. 3 - I am lost if you take your hand from me
I am blind without thy light to see
Lord, just always let me thy servant be
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

Refrain

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Divine Love, we sense you pulsing throughout all of creation. You nurture new life
and plant justice like seeds. As you capture our attention with your beauty that
surrounds, may we become faithful partners in tending the soils of shared life. Increase
our faith and trust in you, our creator, redeemer, and sustainer.
C: Amen.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VHyRqZfrn_fPG-AB_0bon2Vej2O722Pz/view?usp=sharing


FIRST READING - 1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20
God has settled the Israelites in the promised land and has appointed judges to govern them. But
they want to be like the nations around them. By asking Samuel for a human king, they reject the
kingship of God and open themselves to oppression at the hands of the human king.

All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5and said to
him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king
to govern us, like other nations.” 6But the thing displeased Samuel when they said,
“Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the Lord, 7and the Lord said to Samuel,
“Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected
you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 8Just as they have done to
me, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving
other gods, so also they are doing to you. 9Now then, listen to their voice; only—you
shall solemnly warn them, show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.”

  10So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him
for a king. 11He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he
will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run
before his chariots; 16He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your
cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work. 17He will take one-tenth of your flocks,
and you shall be his slaves. 18And in that day you will cry out because of your king,
whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will not answer you in that day.”

  19But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are
determined to have a king over us, 20so that we also may be like other nations, and that
our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.”

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130
L: Out of the depths
  I cry to you, O Lord;
C: O Lord, hear my voice!
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
L: If you were to keep watch over sins,
  O Lord, who could stand?
C: Yet with you is forgiveness,
  in order that you may be feared.



L: I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits;
  in your word is my hope.
C: My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
  more than those who keep watch for the morning.
L: O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love;
  with the Lord there is plenteous redemption.
C: For the Lord shall redeem Israel
  from all their sins.

SECOND READING - 2 Corinthians 4:13-18
Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared for
us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know that as God raised
Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life.

Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed,
and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his
presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

  16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner
nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing
us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can
be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot
be seen is eternal.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING - Mark 3:20-35
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders how anyone demon-possessed can cast
out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ.

[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the
disciples] could not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him,
for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came
down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts
out demons.” 23And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can



Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.
25And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if
Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has
come. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without
first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies
they utter; 29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean
spirit.”

  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and
called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and
your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here
are my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and
sister and mother.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - Pastor Melissa Woeppel



HYMN OF THE DAY - A Mighty Fortress is Our God, ELW #504

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GwkzFgX_8n_K3jzsqcFtm5aqNrhdR1XO/view?usp=sharing


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy—for the church and its ministry; for the
well-being of creation; for peace & justice; for the poor, oppressed, & sick; for all who suffer; for
the congregation; & for special concerns/ occasions.

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence.

God of wholeness, we pray for believers all over the globe, especially those connected to
the Lutheran World Federation. Unify us in service, that we may work together as
beloved siblings to share your love with all. God of mercy, hold us in love.

God of the cosmos, we pray for creation; the gardens, waterways and creatures near to
us and diverse forms of life that remain unseen. Teach us to treat the natural world with
reverence, seeking restoration when human divisions have caused harm to your
beloved creation. God of mercy, hold us in love.

God of all people, we pray for harmony among the nations. Cast out from us unclean
spirits of greed and fear, that we may work in solidarity with one another for the
common good. God of mercy, hold us in love.

God of abundance, we pray for those who are oppressed or in any need (especially).
Encourage those who have begun to lose heart. Strengthen and renew us with your
Spirit. God of mercy, hold us in love.

God of righteousness, we pray for this holy house of worship. Set our gaze upon
wholeness and justice, that in thanksgiving for your mercy, we may extend grace to
more and more people. God of mercy, hold us in love.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of diversity, during this month of pride and celebration, we praise you. We thank
you for the gift of love in all its forms, and we pray a prayer of blessing on our lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, asexual, and intersex siblings. May your spirit dwell
richly in your people as we recognize the beauty of all your children. God of mercy,
hold us in love.

God of mercy, your Spirit intercedes for us even when we do not know how to pray.
Send us comfort in these days of need and loss, and help us to commend Pastor Phil
Hett, his daughter Abby, and Christopher Giroux to your merciful care. God of mercy,
hold us in love.



God of the ages, in your goodness you have sent us faithful witnesses for every time
and place. We give you thanks for those saints who now rest in your eternal mercy
(especially). God of mercy, hold us in love.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or other form of distanced greeting.
If you are joining us online, type a message or share a brief word of peace.

OFFERING AND PRAYER
We continue to be the church together during this time through prayer and financial support.
Your giving ensures that the ministries of this congregation continue now and into the future.

P: Holy Imagination, you keep us from caving to forces that dull and discourage our
hope. You enable dreams and visions and prophecies of what could become. Bless our
offerings to building and creating and perceiving your reign among us. In small and
extraordinary ways, may we be courageous in our efforts. In Jesus’ name we pray,
C: Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God C: It is right to give God thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ,
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name, and join the unending refrain of all creation.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Eat and be fed. The body and
blood of Christ given and shed for you.
C: Amen.
Time is given for the sharing of elements among households.

BLESSING
P: May this sign of God’s presence, this shared bread between us, strengthen us and
give us peace.
C: Amen.



PRAYER
P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (see last page)

BENEDICTION
P: The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN - Rise, Shine You People!, ELW #665

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace; you are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tdkX1TPjR5VZgqZ5dicWjsgaFxWCqL52/view?usp=sharing


Announcements for the week of 6/6/21

1. Final Constitution Town Hall Meeting today!

2. CVT meeting 6/7 @ 7pm

3. New Bible Study Series on Heaven and Hell 6/8-6/22

4. Synod Assembly report

5. Wednesday 6/9 is the last day to get summer clothes to God’s Helping Hands

6. Virtual Trivia Event on June 11th at 6:30 pm.  Join us for an evening of fun trivia
questions and brain teasers! It will also be a time to reminisce and socialize.
There will be prizes for the top winners!!!!!!  Watch your email for the Zoom link
to the event.

Worship Leadership

June 6, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Kathy Carr
Zoom/Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr

June 13, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Elizabeth Carr
Lector: Jeanne Calderwood
Zoom/Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr

June 20, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pr. Daryn
Holdsworth
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom/Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr

June 27, 2021
Preaching/Presiding: Pastor Melissa
Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett
Lector: Gary Brown
Zoom/Tech Support: Elizabeth Carr


